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January 16, 2026 
 
Legal status of King County Department of Natural Resources, Parks Division to use a 
portion of SE 247th Street for access to logging work 
 
King County Department of Natural Resources, Parks Division (Parks) researched property 
records to determine the ownership status and legal use of SE 247th Street just west of 
Landsburg Road SE in central King County, east of Maple Valley. Parks is planning a forestry 
thinning project to improve the long-term health and resilience of the Douglas-fir forest on a 
majority of parcel 1922079002. Parks plans to build a temporary access road from SE 247th St 
into the Parks parcel, which will be used by log trucks and other vehicles to complete the 
project. Comments from neighbors suggested the portion of SE 247th St needed by Parks was 
privately owned. This document summarizes Parks research and includes documentation of our 
conclusion that Parks does have legal access to the portion of SE 247th St immediately north of 
the Parks-owned parcel 1922079002, and bears maintenance and repair responsibilities.  

 
Figure 1: Rights-of-way legal map of SE 247th St, west of Landsburg Road SE 

 

1) SE 247th St north of parcel 1922079002 is public right-of-way 

Parks Land Management Unit and Department of Local Services, Road Services Division (KC 
Roads) researched SE 247th St ownership and concluded it is King County-owned right-of-way 
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(ROW) (not Parks owned). It is known as ROW 381. It was Quit Claimed to King County by the 
City of Seattle in 1963 (see attachment). It remains a county-owned right-of‐way but has not 
been accepted for maintenance by KC Roads. Immediately west of parcel 1922079002, SE 
247th St crosses onto private properties. Easement access across the private properties is 
established in the “Mountain Dev Co Easement 5561691” and ‘Landsburg - Weyerhaeuser to 
KC Road Easement 6082147,” both attached. Parks does not plan to use portions of SE 247th 
St other than ROW 381 north of the Parks-owned parcel 1922079002.  

 

2) SE 247th St is privately maintained, and Parks will maintain and fix any damages 
for the project duration 

Parks acknowledges that SE 247th St is privately maintained. Parks will maintain and fix any 
damages along the length of SE 247th St immediately north of the Parks-owned parcel 
1922079002 that are caused by the forestry project, for the duration of the project.  

Parks will obtain a Right of Way Use Permit from King County Department of Local Services 
before work can begin.  

 
 

 

Paul Fischer  
Senior Forester 
King County Department of Natural Resources & Parks 
206-817-8259 | pfischer@kingcounty.gov 
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