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Where Does My Waste Go?
The path of recycling, yard waste and garbage  
once picked-up from your home. Waste
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Recovery
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Natural Resources and Parks
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www.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste

Materials are sorted and 
compacted before being 
shipped to recycling 
facilities to be made into 
new products.

Private 
Compost Facilities 

Curbside  
Yard Waste  
and Organics

Private Hauler

Collected food scraps 
and yard waste are 
turned into nutrient-
rich compost. 

 Curbside  
Garbage

King County  
Recycing and  

Transfer Stations

King County  
Haulers

Private Hauler  
or City Hauler

Landfill 
Gas-to-Energy 

Plant

Decomposing garbage 
produces methane, 
which is captured and 
converted to pipeline-
quality biogas at the 
onsite Bio Energy 
Washington plant.

The biogas is sold back 
to the regional pipeline. 
Each year the amount 
of biogas produced by 
the plant is equal to the 
natural gas needs of 
over 19,000 homes.

Puget Sound  
Energy

Alternate Formats Available
206-477-4466, TTY Relay: 711 July2021AR

Cedar Hills  
Regional Landfill

• Since 1965: the landfill has provided for the disposal of the county’s garbage
• Size: 920 acres 
• Location: Maple Valley area, 20 miles southeast of Seattle
• Daily Garbage Received: 2,550 tons from 1.5 million people across 37 cities,  

except Seattle and Milton
• Tons Disposed in 2020: 869,150 tons
• Disposed Material: 70% of the material sent to Cedar Hills could have been reused,  

recycled, or composted
• Wildlife: reclaimed areas of the landfill are home to black-tailed deer, elk, coyotes,  

and other wildlife


