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How to Use This Report

Use this report is easy!  Simply click on the item and make your
selection in the drop-down menus and/or in the option lists

Option lists: click on an item
to make selection (i.e. compare
by age) 

Drop-down menus: click the
down-arrow, the drop-down list
will appear, then click on an item
to make the selection

In your result, the ↑/↓ arrow indicate a statistically
significant difference between groups shown
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Survey Design and Methodology Overview

Sample Methodology
The methodology used an address-based sample. ComEngage, LLC drew
a list of all residential addresses on Vashon Island (including PO boxes)
as well as a list of businesses located on the island. The list was run
against a database to append phone numbers and/or email addresses. 
All residential addresses received a post-card inviting them to complete
the survey. Residents were also emailed and called as needed. Finally,
survey instructions were published in the Beachcomber and on social
media. 
﻿
Questionnaire Design
The objectives of the survey were:

1. To gather information from residents of and businesses on Vashon
Island regarding their current practices for solid waste disposal, in
particular organic waste,

2. Understand the general awareness of and attitudes towards the
County developing an on-Island organics composting facility,

3. Gather data regarding demand for curbside compost collection,
and

4. Gather baseline data regarding demand for mulch and compost.
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Current Trash and Recycling Practices
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Current Organics Waste Practices
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Knowledge and Overall Support for an On-Island Organics Facility
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Introduction: Willingness to Pay for Curbside Compost

Expensive but consider price.

Bargain price.
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Results: Willingness to Pay for Curbside Collection
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Purchasing Locally Produced Compost and Mulch

Overall, when purchasing locally generated compost or mulch, residents expect to pay roughly the same, or a little less than the prices they currently pay for
compost generated elsewhere and shipped onto the island.
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Survey Methodology and Development
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Questionnaire Design

The questionnaire for the 2022 Vashon Island local compost facility survey was developed in partnership between ComEngage, LLC, King
County Department of Solid Waste, and Zero Waste Vashon. The objectives of the survey were:

1. To gather information from residents of and businesses on Vashon Island regarding their current practices for solid waste disposal, in
particular organic waste,

2. Understand the general awareness of and attitudes towards the County developing an on-Island organics composting facility,
3. Gather data regarding demand for curbside compost collection, and
4. Gather baseline data regarding demand for mulch and compost.

The survey was organized into the following parts:

• Screeners and Home/Business Characteristics
• General Waste Stream Attitudes
• Current Garbage and Recycling Practices
• Current Practices with Organic Waste
• Local Organics Facility

• Curbside Compost Demand
• Curbside Compost Pricing
• Demand for Mulch and Compost
• Demographics
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Survey Methodology
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Completed Surveys
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Demographics and Weighting

Gender

Age

Income

The chart to the left shows the impact
weighting has on the results. While
some numbers change by a slight
amount (usually within 1-2 percentage
points) the narrative is not impacted by
weighting and the results shown are
valid.

﻿ Select Survey Source
All residents

%

Very dissatisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Very satisfied
NET

4%

19%

12%

44%

21%

100%
Overall, how satisfied are you with the solid waste

disposal options on Vashon Island?1 SUMMARY
Filter: Filter - Complete Resident Survey; sample size =

1141; total sample size = 1167; 26 missing; 34% filtered
out; 95% confidence level

%

Very dissatisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Very satisfied
NET

4%

21%

12%

44%

19%

100%
Overall, how satisfied are you with the solid waste

disposal options on Vashon Island?1 SUMMARY
Filter: Filter - Complete Resident Survey; Weight: weight;

sample size = 1062; total sample size = 1167; 105 missing;
effective sample size = 555 (52%); 34% filtered out; 95%

confidence level

The survey effort resulted in a very high response rate
compared to most push-to-web resident studies. Nealy one in
four households participated. Even with a high response rate
data are not perfectly representative thus the data were
weighted for age within gender. The tables to the right provide
the unweighted and weighted proportions compared to the
population data (2019 ACS). 

*Only residential data
were weighted.
Businesses remain
unweighted.
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Survey Respondents
Demographics
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿Demographics: Resident

Age
﻿
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
Type of Business
Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Demographics: Business

Business Type
﻿
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General Waste Stream Attitudes

mailto:research@soundtransit.org


﻿

Age
Years on Vashon
Property Type
Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Solid Waste Attitudes: Resident

Overall, how satisfied are you with the solid waste...
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿
 Opinions of Current Services: Resident

To what level to do you support or oppose the recov...
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Solid Waste Attitudes: Business

Overall, how satisfied are you with the solid waste...
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Years on Vashon
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Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿
Opinions of Current Services: Business

To what level to do you support or oppose the recov...
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Current Garbage and Recycling
Practices
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Current Garbage and Recycling Practices: Resident

All curbside collection services
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
Type of Business
Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Current Garbage and Recycling Practices: Business

How often does your business bring garbage and/or...
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Current Practices − Organics
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Years on Vashon
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Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Challenges to Separating Organics: Resident

All challenges
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Challenges to Separating Organics: Business

All challenges
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?

﻿

﻿
What Data Do You Want to See?

What do you currently do with the yard waste you...

Current Practices with Separated Organics: Resident

Base: All respondents
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Survey Source

﻿
Email alexander.rist@kingcounty.gov with questions

Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿
Organics Transfer Station: Resident

Why do you choose not to bring food waste to the...

Average
z-Statistic

Farm or
orchard

Heavily
woded Yard Somet-

hing else
All Respo-

ndents

The minimum
fee is too high

Odor  while storing
it before bringing
it to the transfer
station

The location is
not convenient

I do not have a
way to transport the
waste

I do not have a
container to
transport the
waste without
making a mess in
my vehicle

I did not know
the transfer
station accepted
food waste

I have seen/
heard that the
transfer station
employees just
throw it in the
garbage

Something else
(please specify)

SUM

.2

-.6

.1

-1.4

.0

-3.7

.1

-.1

.1

-3.3

.2

-2.4

.1

.7

.6

2.6

1.5

-1.1

.3

.7

.2

1.1

.1

.2

.1

-1.5

.2

-.9

.4

1.4

.1

.6

.4

.5

1.7

1.2

.2

-.5

.2

.1

.1

.7

.1

1.2

.2

2.0

.4

-.5

.0

-1.0

.3

-1.2

1.6

-.2

.3

.4

.1

-2.7

.1

-.4

.1

.2

.2

-1.0

.4

.2

.0

-.4

.3

-.5

1.5

-1.2

.2

NaN

.2

NaN

.1

NaN

.1

NaN

.2

NaN

.4

NaN

.0

NaN

.4

NaN

1.7

NaN

foodTransferObstical_Numeric by Comparisons Resident - Three Visuals
Filter: Filter - Complete Resident Survey; Weight: weight; sample size = 1006; total
sample size = 1167; 161 missing; effective sample size = 519 (52%); 34% filtered

out; 95% confidence level
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Compare by...
﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?

﻿

﻿
What Data Do You Want to See?

What does your business currently do with the food...

Current Practices with Separated Organics: Business

Base: All respondents
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
Type of Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿
Organics Transfer Station: Business

Why does your business choose not to bring food wa...
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Local Organic Facility
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Years on Vashon
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Survey Source
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Knowledge of Local Organics Facility: Resident

mailto:research@soundtransit.org


﻿

Age
Years on Vashon
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Support for Local Organics Facility: Resident
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Years on Vashon
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿Reasons for supporting or opposing local organics facility:
Resident

Why do you support the idea of having an on-island...
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Years on Vashon
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Type of Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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﻿
Knowledge of Local Organics Facility: Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Support for Local Organics Facility: Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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﻿Reasons for supporting or opposing local organics facility:
Business

Why do you support the idea of having an on-island...
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Attitudes Regarding Local Compost Facility - Residents

All questions
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Curbside Demand and pricing
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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﻿Likelihood of Signing up for Curbside Compost Collection:
Resident
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Introduction: Van Westendorp Price Sensitivity Analysis

Expensive but consider price.

Bargain price.
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Van Westendorp Price Sensitivity Analysis: Resident
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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General Interest: High Waste Producing Businesses

How likely would your business be to sign up for...
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Compost Demand
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Compost / Mulch Purchase: Resident

All Questions
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Quantity (in bags) Compost or Mulch Purchased: Resident
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Bulk Purchase of Compost / Mulch: Resident

When your household purchased compost or mulch in...
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Years on Vashon
Property Type
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Compost Grade: Resident
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Local Compost Premium - Residents
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Compost / Mulch Purchase: Business

All Questions
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Quantity (in bags) Compost or Mulch Purchased: Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Bulk Purchase of Compost / Mulch: Business

When your household purchased compost or mulch in...
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Compost Grade: Business
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?

﻿

﻿
Attitudes Regarding Local Compost Facility - Business

All questions
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables
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Local Compost Premium - Business
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Future Research
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Compare by...
﻿ How do you want to see the data?

Detailed Tables

﻿ What Data Do You Want to See?
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Future Research, Notifications, and Final Survey

Would you be willing to help King County by agreeing...
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