
Lake Hills & NW
Lake Sammamish
Sewer Upgrade

King County is upgrading a vital link in our water system!
King County will replace 4.5 miles of sewer pipes in Redmond and Bellevue. These pipes are more than  
50 years old. The new pipes will support the growing community. 

This regional sewer upgrade will keep service safe and reliable for many 
years in the future
If you live or work on the northwest side of Lake Sammamish, these sewer pipes serve you every day. The dirty 
water you make goes into these pipes. Then it travels to Brightwater Treatment Plant near Woodinville!  
First, the water you send down the drain moves through private pipes. Then, it flows into the local sewer 
system. The local sewer system connects to King County’s larger regional sewer pipes. These regional pipes 
deliver dirty water to King County’s regional treatment plants. The treatment plants clean the water and send it 
safely to Puget Sound.
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How does water move through the system?

Image: Clean water (blue pipes) comes from aquifers and goes to your home or business. You create 
dirty water (light brown pipes), which goes to a treatment plant for cleaning. After treatment, you can 
reuse the cleaned water or it can be safely discharged (light blue pipes).
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The project area is large, so the work will be divided into five segments
Work will happen in segments. Each segment has different soil, water levels, and environmental 
conditions. This means that the way we build the pipes and how long it takes changes by segment.

The segment numbers do not show the order of construction.

Segment 1:  
NE 85th St to the Sammamish River 
The new sewer pipes will run under 
and along the Sammamish River 
Trail. We will need to temporarily 
close some parts of the trail for 
construction. When this happens,  
we will set up detours for trail users. 
We will reopen the trail as we finish 
work in each area.

Segment 2: 
Sammamish River Crossing 
The Sammamish River is an 
important home for fish and other 
animals. We will replace the old 
sewer pipes where they cross 
under the river, north of Leary Way. 
We will build the new pipes using 
a special machine that digs deep 
below the river. This method allows 
us to install pipes without having to 
dig in the river. It also protects fish, 
wildlife, and plants.

Segment 3:  
Leary Way to 172nd Ave NE 
The new sewer pipes will run along 
West Lake Sammamish Parkway 
near Marymoor Park. Marymoor 
Park is a popular place for concerts 
and other events. We will keep 
access to the park open while we 
build the new pipes. 
 

Segment 4:  
172nd Ave NE  
to 177th Ave NE  
Many people 
travel on West 
Lake Sammamish 
Parkway. You can 
expect detours 
and travel delays 
while we build the 
new pipes. We 
know this route is 
important, so we 
are planning our 
work to help keep 
traffic moving.

Segment 5:  
177th Ave NE  
to NE 21st St  
The sewer 
upgrade will end 
in the Idylwood 
neighborhood in 
Redmond. It will 
run past Audubon 
Elementary. We will 
do most of our work 
near the school in 
the summer when 
school is not in 
session. Work during 
the school year will 
happen outside of 
busy school pick-up 
and drop-off times. 
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Image:  
The new pipes 
will be in the 
same place or 
close to where 
pipes are today. 
Moving from 
north to south, 
the sewer 
upgrade starts 
at Northeast 
85th Street 
near Redmond 
City Hall. It 
runs under the 
Sammamish 
River Trail. 
Then it follows 
West Lake 
Sammamish 
Parkway 
between 
Marymoor Park 
and Idylwood. 
The project ends 
in the Idylwood 
neighborhood  
in Redmond.
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King County Wastewater Treatment Division Community Services is here 
to serve you throughout the project
We are happy to work with you. Our Community Services team will:

•	 Share project information
•	 Answer your questions
•	 Hear your thoughts
•	 Discuss concerns and reasonable solutions
•	 Gather community input and information

Who is paying for this project?
King County’s regional wastewater service is mainly paid for by customers through their monthly sewer bills. 
People pay these bills to their local utility. Part of each bill goes to King County to help run the system and 
fund projects and programs. People who use septic systems do not pay this monthly sewer fee. We also use 
grants, loans, and operating funds to pay for projects. We work hard to balance these funding sources.  
We plan for years before starting a project. This helps us manage costs for our sewer customers.

What’s next
The project is in final design. Construction is expected to begin in 2029 and last about four years. We will share 
updates about what to expect and how we will stay in touch throughout the project.

Early Design Final Design Construction

TIMELINELake Hills and NW Lake Sammamish Sewer Upgrade Project 

*This is an estimated project timeline and is likely to shift over the course of the project.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033

*This is an estimated project timeline and is likely to shift over the course of the project.

For the latest information on the project schedule visit: kingcounty.gov/KCRedmondSewer 

Who is King County Wastewater Treatment Division? 
King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) is a regional sewer service provider. We collect and 
clean wastewater for much of King County, and parts of Pierce and Snohomish Counties. We serve 
almost 2 million people.
Local sewer agencies manage the smaller pipes near homes and businesses. We move and treat the 
wastewater these smaller pipes send to us. Our work protects public health and the environment.

Stay informed! 
Visit the project website  
or scan the QR code.  

kingcounty.gov/KCRedmondSewer

Questions?
Community Services Lead: Annie Plumley 
Email: LakeHillsSewerUpgrade@kingcounty.gov
Call: 206-263-3203

Alternative Formats Available
Call: 206-477-5371 or 771 (TTY)
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