
 

   
 

M Street Trunk Rehabilitation Project: Frequently asked 
questions 

Spring 2026 

What is the M Street Trunk Rehabilitation Project? 

The M Street Trunk Rehabilitation Project will repair about 2.6 miles of old concrete sewer 
pipes in Auburn. We will also repair 45 maintenance holes and over 100 sewer connections 
to homes and businesses. This maintenance helps ensure reliable sewer service in your 
neighborhood and our region.  

What does the M Street Trunk do? 

The M Street Trunk is a large King County sewer pipe running through Auburn. The pipe 
carries untreated wastewater from homes, businesses, and schools in your neighborhood. 
Wastewater is the water that goes down your drain when you flush the toilet, take a shower 
or use the sink. It goes down your drain to pipes headed to South Treatment Plant in 
Renton. It is then cleaned and safely released into the Puget Sound. To learn more about 
the cleaning process, visit the King County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) 
website. 

Why are you repairing the M Street Trunk? 

The M Street Trunk was installed in 1963. Over time, gases from sewage in the pipe 
corroded the pipe walls, which makes the pipe less reliable. The hydrogen sulfide gas 
coming from sewage in the pipe is a normal and expected byproduct. We will rehabilitate 
the pipe by installing a liner inside that will protect against further corrosion. Relining the 
pipe is the cheapest and least disruptive way to extend its service life. Learn more about 
how our clean water investments are funded on King County’s website. 

How will you maintain services during construction? 

During construction, we will use a temporary pipe to maintain sewer services. A temporary 
pump will lift sewage into the temporary pipe so the underground pipe can be repaired. 
You will be able to use your sinks, toilets, and showers normally. 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/facilities/south
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/facilities/treatment-process
https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/depts/dnrp/wtd/about/finances.aspx


   
 

   
 

When and where is construction starting? 

The project's design and construction are divided into two phases. The first phase of 
construction was completed in late 2025. The second phase will begin as early as May 
2026. 

• In 2025, we repaired about 0.6 miles of pipe on M Street, from 3rd Street Southeast 
to 2nd Street Northeast, and from 14th Street Northeast to 18th Street Northeast. 
We also repaired the pipe on 2nd Street Northeast between M Street Northeast to 
Pike Street Northeast 

• In 2026, we will repair about 1.9 miles of pipe. This work will take place between the 
intersection of 2nd Street Northeast and Pike Street Northeast and 23rd Street 
Northeast, near the Auburn Municipal Airport. You can view active construction 
updates on our interactive map on our project webpage.  

What method will you use to repair the pipe? 

King County WTD will use two methods to reline the M Street Trunk: cure-in-place piping 
method and spiral-wound lining method. We chose these methods because they are 
efficient ways to repair sewers. They need very little to no digging, reducing any impact on 
neighbors and commuters.    

Cure-in-place piping inserts a flexible liner into the sewer pipe. The liner is then inflated to 
match the existing pipe size. Once inflated, the liner is hardened with heat or ultraviolet 
(UV) light to set it in place. This technology will be used for Zones 30 and 36.  

Spiral-wound lining uses a flexible material that unwinds in a spiral to coat the inside of a 
sewer pipe. Spiral-wound technology was used for Zones 18 and 24.  

Why are you relining the pipe instead of replacing it?  

Instead of a full replacement, relining the M Street Trunk sewer line costs less money for 
ratepayers. It also avoids the need to remove the current pipe from underground, which 
would cause more construction impacts and take much longer.  

What days and hours will construction crews work? Will there be any night or 
weekend work? 

Work hours are generally on weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on most streets. Work on M 
Street occurs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Crews may occasionally work on weekends and nights 
with the City of Auburn permit to finish the project sooner. We will notify you before we 
start weekend or night work. 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/capital-projects/m-street-trunk-rehab


   
 

   
 

Will there be noise or odors? 

Noise and odors from the pumping system and construction are typical of sewer pipe 
rehabilitation projects. We are committed to being good neighbors and will install noise 
and odor control measures if needed. 
 
How will pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers get through the work area? 

Safety is always our top priority. Keeping everyone safe while work occurs may disrupt your 
normal travel plans during construction. You should expect:  

• Traffic flowing in both directions around the work sites. 
• Temporary bus stops and lane closures.  
• Detours for pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers will be in place where necessary.  
• Side streets may be restricted to local access only.  

Will my driveway, business, or residence be blocked? 

We will ensure full access to all properties and services throughout construction. You will 
still be able to use your driveway. Garbage collection, street maintenance, and emergency 
services will continue as usual.   

Will there be any parking impact? 

Street parking may be closed near the construction zones. No parking signs will be placed 
when necessary. 

Who is the contractor for the project? 

We have hired J.W. Fowler as the project contractor. 

Who should I contact if I have a question or concern? 

Contact us at 206-263-9878 or email MStTrunkrepair@kingcounty.gov.  

This pipe serves a densely populated area in the city of Auburn. The M Street Trunk 
provides services to many schools, homes, and businesses. We recognize the project will 
be disruptive to those living or working nearby. We will keep community members updated 
on project progress. We will also be available to answer questions and concerns 
throughout construction.  

Learn more and sign up for updates at kingcounty.gov/MStreetTrunkRehab. 

We will provide additional translations or an interpreter at no cost.  

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS AVAILABLE: 206-477-5371/711 (TTY Relay)  

mailto:MStTrunkrepair@kingcounty.gov
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/capital-projects/m-street-trunk-rehab



