North Mercer Island/Enatai
Sewer Upgrade

Project

Mercer Island Summer Celebration Tabling Summary

Dates: Saturday, July 12, 2025
Time: 10 AM- 3 PM
Location: near Mercerdale Park on SE 32"¢ Street, Mercer Island, WA, 98040

Attendance
The North Mercer Project team spoke with approximately 370 people. Most were Mercer Island
residents, though some came from Bellevue and nearby cities.

Event Purpose

The Mercer Island Summer Celebration provides a unique opportunity to reach many Mercer Island
residents at a community event. The King County Wastewater Treatment Division community relations
team hosted a booth to share updates and answer questions about the North Mercer Island/Enatai
sewer upgrade project and to help people learn more about the King County regional wastewater
system.

Booth Format

The project team set up a tent and table with information about the project and a map of the project
area. They handed out the most recent notices, reflective bike clips, foldable hand fans, granola bars,
water, an "orcagami” activity, activity booklets, and coloring sheets. Staff also encouraged visitors to
sign-up for the general or area-specific email listserv to stay informed about the project.

Summary of feedback
The outreach team shared information about why the project is happening, where the sewer line is
located, the project schedule, and the latest newsletter with recent updates. Most visitors were familiar
with the project and were already signed up for notifications or kept up to date through the project
website. Most questions were regarding:

e project timeline

e restoration plans

e paving plans

When will construction end?

Construction started in spring of 2022 and is expected to continue through the end of 2025, possibly
into early 2026. Crews continue to upgrade the North Mercer Pump Station and Lift Station 11 on
Mercer Island and install odor control structures along the project area on Mercer Island and Bellevue.
Project plans also include relining the sewer pipe that runs between Enatai Beach Park and the



Sweyolocken Pump Station near the Mercer Slough. Once construction is complete, this infrastructure
will provide reliable long-term sewer service for your community for 50 years or more.

Why is pipe repair work needed?

Testing the pipe ensures the newly installed conveyance system operates as planned. In some areas
where new pipe was installed, pipe testing revealed issues that required repairs. Crews have been
repairing the pipe to make sure the system operates correctly and safely to ensure reliable sewer service
for your community.

When will the I-90 Trail open?
The section of the I-90 Trail between Island Crest Way and SE 35th street on Mercer Island is currently
open for trail users.

However, the portion of the 1-90 Trail between Southeast 35th Street and Southeast 35th Place remains
closed due to ongoing construction. This section can safely reopen once critical activities including pipe
installation and testing are completed. After testing, crews will repave and restore the trail, ensuring
that it is returned to its original condition or better.

We’'ll share updates on our website and email project listservs once the reopening schedule is
confirmed. To stay informed, we encourage you to sign up for the 1-90 Trail email list.

When is paving expected in active construction areas?

Final paving, and restoration will occur once construction is complete in each project area. Final paving
is weather dependent and will be scheduled during the permitted paving window for the City of Mercer
Island and the City of Bellevue, which is between mid-March and mid-October. We appreciate your
continued patience. Paving schedules and related traffic updates will be shared via our project listservs.

When will Enatai Beach Park open?

The swim beach, playground, boathouse, and boat launch will remain open to the public at Enatai Beach
Park. Construction continues in the fenced-off areas, with additional work expected to begin after Labor
Day 2025 when crews will reline the sewer pipes along the Bellevue shoreline. At that time, the swim
beach area will also temporarily close.

Once construction is complete, crews will restore the entire work area around Enatai Beach Park. This
includes landscaping and repaving. To stay up to date, we recommend signing up for the Enatai Beach
Park listserv.

What are causing the odors at Enatai Beach Park?

Crews installed additional odor control measures last fall and continue to closely monitor air quality at
Enatai Beach Park. Recently, this included an inspection of all pipe plugs in the Enatai area to ensure
they were properly sealed, with compromised plugs replaced as needed.


https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAKING_1698
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAKING_1701
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAKING_1701

Some odors have been reported even when no active work was happening in the area. One potential
source is the active sewer line running beneath the park. Warmer weather can intensify sewer odors
regardless of construction activity. If you do smell odors, please reach out to the project inbox or hotline
with information on the time, date, duration and location of the odor. We will communicate upcoming
work via our listserv.

What is the project goal, how does this portion of the sewer line connect

throughout Mercer Island and where does it go for treatment?
King County will upgrade the North Mercer Pump Station and the City of Mercer Island’s Lift Station 11
at Fruitland Landing. The pipes, installed in the 1970s, are aging and reaching capacity.

The North Mercer Island and Enatai Sewer Upgrade Project includes:

e Four miles of new sewer pipe from the North Mercer Pump Station on Mercer Island to the
Sweyolocken Pump Station in Bellevue.

e Anew lining for the existing pipe that runs along the shoreline from Enatai Beach Park to the
Sweyolocken Pump Station. By putting a new lining in the existing pipe, we extend the life of the
pipe without having to replace it.

e Upgrades to the North Mercer Pump Station and the City of Mercer Island’s Lift Station 11.

The Sweyolocken Pump Station, located next to Bellevue Way and the Mercer Slough Nature Park,
sends wastewater from Bellevue and Mercer Island to a major wastewater pipeline called the Eastside
Interceptor. That pipeline then carries wastewater from all Eastside communities to King County's South
Treatment Plant in Renton.

There are several construction projects going on. Which ones belong to this
project?

We understand that there are several agencies performing construction neighboring our project area
that the work may seem very similar. To better understand what work belongs to this project, visit our
project website. To meet community needs, we have divided the project into 8 project areas, shown on
the map. We provide updates about specific areas depending on where work is taking place. Each
project area receives notice of upcoming work. Area notices can be viewed here. To stay up to date,
subscribe to our listserv.

NORTH MERCER ISLAND/ENATAI Sewer Upgrade Project

Connect with us! For more information or to schedule a meeting, please contact
the King County Community Services team at 425-305-3578 or NMEsewer@kingcounty.gov
Visit the project web page at www.kingcounty.gov/MercerEnataiSewer

ALTERNATE FORMATS AVAILABLE
206-477-5371 OR TTY RELAY: 711
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