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Overview 
• Smart watering tips and tricks 
• Stormwater 
• Rain gardens 
• Rain catchment  

 
 



Why water smart?   

 
 
 





Healthy gardens 







Conserve  



Did you know?  

• 2/3 covered 
in water 

 
• Only 3% is 

freshwater 



  



 

0.3% 



50% 



10X fertilizers 
 



  

May-Sept X 2 



 

Lose ~50% 



  

Let’s water smart! 



Start off right 
Year 1 

• Spring through fall when weather is dry 
– Planting: Water as soon in ground. Soak in, 

water again. 
– Week one: Daily or every other day 
– Week two and onward: Decrease to 2-3 

times/week. Unless weather is extremely hot.  
 



Start off right 
Years 2 & 3 

 
 
• Water deeply 1-2/week  

– Depends upon soil 
conditions 



Start off right 
Year 3 and onward 

• Plants well established 
• Drought tolerant plants- no supplemental 

water 
• Shallow rooted/high water demand- may 

need watered weekly 
• Many plants, when selected for conditions-   

1-2/month 



Compost 



Mulch 



Group plants 
according to 
water needs  



Plan lawns accordingly  



Make every drop count!  



Select right watering system  



Drip vs. Soaker 



Deeper and less 
frequent 



Timing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early morning, early evening, timers



Leaky faucets  



Automatic Sprinklers 

• Adjust schedule for 
seasons 

• Rain shut off device 
• Inspect throughout 

season 
• Hire irrigation 

professional  



When and How Much? 
Annuals 

• Roots-  
– Top 12” 

• Signs 
– Soil is dry below surface 
– Wilted leaves  

• When/how much 
– Check soil often 
– Moist 1-2” down 

 



When and How Much? 
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials 

• Roots-  
– A couple feet to 2-5 times 

branch spread 
• Signs 

– Deciduous leaves turn 
yellow 

– Evergreens leaves are dull 
or bronze 

• When/how much 
– Needs vary 
– Research 

 



When and How Much? 
Lawns 

• Roots-  
– 4-6” 

• Signs 
– Dull green color 
– Footprints show 
– Difficult to push tool into soil 

• When/how much 
– No more than 1”/week 
– BE BOLD GO GOLD 

• Thorough soaking once/month 



Leading cause of pollution? 



Stormwater 



The Issue 

Do you know where 
your runoff goes? 



Hot Topic  

Presenter
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5T1815YPG8



LID/GSI 



The Goal of Stormwater Design 
 
       is to make this….function more like this 
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Presentation Notes
In a mature Pacific Northwest forest, for example, almost all the rainfall (or snowmelt) disperses along the forest floor, where it infiltrates into the ground, is taken up by the roots of plants and trees, or evaporates. Researchers estimate that about less than one percent becomes surface runoff. 
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What is the solution? 

 SLOW IT, SPREAD IT, SINK IT 
 

 
 
 

jbolender@masoncd.org  
jbolender@masoncd.org  
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A land use development strategy that emphasizes protection and use of on-site natural features to manage stormwater

Low impact development is a new approach and set of tools to help communities better protect Puget Sound’s water quality, habitat and biological resources from the harmful effects of land development and stormwater runoff.

PSP RESOURCES HANDOUT WITH WEB LINKS
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You can be part of the solution 



Rain Gardens for Home Owners  



What is a Rain Garden? 



Why install a rain garden? 



Drainage & Flooding 



Less lawn to mow 



Enhance Landscape 



Natural filter 



Wildlife Habitat 



Increased 
Property Value 



So, you want to  
build a rain garden? 



Location 



Test Soils 



Sizing 



Inlet and Overflow Design 



Planting Plan 



Planting Zones 

1 

2 
3 



Construction  



Timing and Maintenance 



Understand 
Surroundings  



Wrong Plant, Wrong Place 
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When choosing your rain garden plants, you should take time to do research and make a plan.  It’s fun to go shopping for plants, but don’t buy any until you’re sure they’re the plants that will work the best in your rain garden.  You’ll save money and have a more successful rain garden if you focus on buying the plants that are on your plan. Let’s walk through these 5 steps to creating a plan.

Your first step is to choose an aesthetic for your rain garden.  Do you want your garden to look like a pond?  Do you want a mix of low plants, mid-sized plants, and tall plants to provide lots of layers for interest and for wildlife to use?  Do you want all plants to stay very low? What colors and textures do you like? Make sure you plan for 4 seasons of interest. Your rain garden plants can have interesting leaves, bark, and berries, so it’s not all about flowers!




Plants grow 



• Big Picture Thinking 
– Consider plant surroundings 
– Question plan when necessary 
– Obstructions? 
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Use of Stone for Aesthetics 







Install Mulch under Rock 



BEFORE 

 



AFTER 



Before 



After 



Getting Ready for the Rain 



Why Collect Rain? 



Protect drinking water 
& 

Freshwater Habitats 



Save Money 



Provide water in places without 
plumbing 



Reduce Flooding  



Reduce Runoff 



Better for 
Plants 



Smaller Carbon Footprint 



WHO  OWNS THE RAIN? 

The State does! 



Calculating your Runoff 
RULE OF THUMB 

WITH 1000 SQUARE FEET OF 
CATCHMENT AREA 

 

1 INCH OF RAIN WILL COLLECT 
550 GALLONS OF WATER 

~40 in/year in PNW 
40 x 550 = 22,000 gal/yr 
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Presentation Notes
Rain comes from the sky so when measuring for your catchment area measure the birds eye view, not the slope.



Choose your containers 



Choose your containers 



Choose your containers 



Choose your containers 



Rain  
Barrel  
Tips 



Location  



Tightly covered barrels or 
tanks  





Every System Needs: 



Sturdy Base 



Downspout 
Extension 



Debris 
Filters 



Lid and Screen  



Outlet 



Overflow 



Connecting multiple barrels 



How to Disguise Your Rain Barrel 





More Disguises! 



System Maintenance 
1.Rinse your barrel at the end of each season 
2.Monitor intakes and overflows regularly for 

leaves and other debris from the roof. 
3.Check your roof and gutters often. Remove any 

leaves, branches, dirt or other litter. 
4.Trim or remove any plant materials that 

overhang your house 
5.Check your barrel or cistern and its cover.  
6.Prevent ice damage 



Using Collected Rain Water 

•  Non-potable uses 
only 

• Divert the first flush 
(10 gallons/ 1000ft2 
roof) 

     







Questions? 

Cameron Coronado 
Project Coordinator 

(425) 377-7009 
ccoronado@snohomishcd.org  
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