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Wastewater



On average, how many gallons of water does each 
person use in one day in the United States?



EVERY DAY



20 million gallons

80 million gallons

150 million gallons



We’re all connected to Puget Sound 



650 people!

It takes a village to run this system



What jobs come to mind when you hear 
the term “green jobs”?

What jobs come to mind when you think 
about the field of  wastewater? 



• Engineers

• Community relations specialists

• Project Managers

• Wastewater operators

• Industrial maintenance mechanics

• Laboratory specialist 

What’s the appeal?

• Jobs protect public health and clean water

• Competitive salaries

• Great benefits - health, vacation, retirement 

• Job security 
Environmental monitoring specialist

Asset manager

Wastewater Careers



Know yourself: what do you prefer?

☐ Sweet ☐ Both, please ☐ Savory (salty)

When you reach for a snack, do you tend to reach for something …



Career 
Preferences 

Activity



English, social studies, 
political science? 

Biology, chemistry, physics, math?

What’s your passion? 



Hands on or hands off?

Working with your hands; being active Working with computers/ drawings / planning



What’s your comfort zone?

Outside Inside



How you like to spend your time? 

Working with people Working independently 



Change: stressful or exciting?

Variety, change most days Stability, predictability most days



Night Owl? Early Bird? Neither? 

Changing work schedule Standard 8:00-5:00



Tally your 
responses!



Get an inside perspective 





Check out more career cards! 



Reflection

• Which jobs interest you the most and why? 

• What surprised you about the careers you’ve learned 
about today? 

• What are next steps you can think of to find out more 
about careers that interest you (whether they are 
wastewater jobs or not)? 



Next steps 

• Sign up for classes that are relevant to a subject you want to explore

• Research training programs and/or college majors 

• Seek out career events as well as internships

• Ask for an informational interview with a professional in a career 
that interests you 





Questions? 



Photo Citations

• Slide 7: https://www.klcc.org/post/puget-sound-line-environmental-health-boost


