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How do green roofs reduce stormwater runoff? 
Green roofs help urban areas act more like a forest. The plants absorb pollutants, like dust and smog, from the air. Soil allows the 
plants to grow while slowing down and absorbing rainwater, keeping it from overwhelming stormwater pipes during heavy rains. 

COLLECT
Rain water lands on the 
vegetated roof

1 ABSORB
Most water is soaked up 
by the plant roots

2 SLOW
Some water evaporates slowly3 FLOW

Any remaining clean water 
eventually joins the Puget Sound
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Look up! There is a stormwater 
solution happening above you.
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• Reduces flooding
• Removes pollutants
• Decreases runoff water
• Provides wildlife habitat

Green Roof Benefits
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