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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is happening now?

King County has proposed a solution to control overflows from five combined sewer overflow (CSO)
outfalls at the mouth of the Duwamish River. The proposed solution includes a new wet weather treatment
station in SODO and a new storage tank in West Seattle (Industrial District West). It also includes a news
outfall for cleaned water, supporting facilities, and new pipes to connect flows along the way. Now that we
have a proposed solution, we will prepare an engineering report for review by the Washington State
Department of Ecology. We will also start the design phase and environmental review.

How did King County identify the proposed solution?

We conduct long-term planning to identify possible options for each CSO outfall that we need to control.
We must fulfill legal requirements (called a consent decree with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and the Washington State Department of Ecology. A controlled CSO can overflow no more than once per
year on a long-term average. The King County Executive approves solutions for CSO control projects to
make sure they meet current and future needs. Given the large scale of this project, we need a wet weather
treatment station and a storage tank to protect water quality in the Duwamish River and Elliott Bay. We
studied many different connections to the existing system and the Duwamish River or Elliott Bay. For each
option, we considered community and social impact, cost, environmental impacts, operations and
maintenance, and schedule. Based on these factors, we identified the proposed solution as the best
option.

How will the proposed solution impact the community?

Over the next four years, we expect to conduct work that will help us to better understand above-ground
and below-ground conditions in SODO and West Seattle (Industrial District West). Some typical work
includes taking soil and groundwater samples. We will notify nearby businesses and community members
at least a week prior to the start of any field work activities to share information about what to expect.
During the design phase, we will share more information about specific impacts and how we plan to
address them. We will also provide opportunities for you to share your questions and feedback with our
team.

How are you working with affected property owners?

Our real estate team will work with property owners and tenants who will be displaced by this project. Our
goal is to address needs and concerns while following King County policy and state and federal law. Learn
more by visiting kingcounty.gov/wastewater/property.
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https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/services/environment/wastewater/cso/requirements.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/rclas

What happens during design?

During the design phase, King County will develop the proposed solution and plans for each facility. We
will also acquire permits for the project and develop contact specifications based on project design and
permit conditions. You can expect updates on the design progress and plans for construction. We will also
seek your input to inform the look and feel of the wet weather treatment station and storage tank sites and
reasonable solutions for construction impacts.

What happens during environmental review?

We are beginning an environmental review of the proposed solution under the State Environmental Policy
Act (SEPA). This process will help our team to identify and analyze likely environmental impacts of the
proposed solution. The analysis will consider impacts to air and water quality, plants and animals,
transportation, historic and cultural preservation, and more. Environmental review will last approximately
one year. We will follow up with more information about what you can expect as we get started.

What happens during regulatory agency review?

Several regulatory agencies will review the proposed solution. One of these agencies is the Washington
State Department of Ecology (Ecology). Ecology oversees King County’s efforts to reduce overflows and
control water pollution in compliance with state water quality regulations and regulations set by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. We expect this review to last through March 2026.

Will the facilities be sustainable?
We are committed to using sustainable best practices in our work. As design progresses, we will look for

ways to incorporate sustainable features on the wet weather treatment station and storage tank sites. Our
goalis to support a healthy natural environment and vibrant community for everyone.

How are you planning to maintain future facilities?
King County will design the proposed facilities with security and ease of maintenance in mind. The wet

weather treatment station and storage tank are likely to be enclosed by fencing to support security. King
County Wastewater Treatment Division will be accountable for the maintenance of future facilities.

When will construction start?
We expect construction to start as soon as 2029 and last five years, with operations beginning as soon as

2034. As we approach construction, we will share more information about what project neighbors can
expect and how we plan to keep you informed.

Want to learn more?

Visit kingcounty.gov/MDWetWeatherFacilities to learn the latest updates about the
project, access all project materials, and sign up for email updates.
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