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COMMUNITY SOUNDING BOARD | OCTOBER 
MEETINGS SUMMARY 
King County has proposed a solution to control overflows from five combined sewer overflow (CSO) 
outfalls at the mouth of the Duwamish River. The proposed solution includes a new wet weather 
treatment station in SODO and a new storage tank in West Seattle (Industrial District West). It also 
includes a new outfall for cleaned water, supporting facilities, and new pipes to connect flows 
along the way. 

The Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities team convened a Community Sounding Board 
(Sounding Board). The Sounding Board provides input on the look and feel of facilities in SODO. 
Members will help shape features like landscaping, building materials, and colors. The Sounding 
Board will help by: 

• Sharing ideas about neighborhood character, local priorities, and community feedback 

• Learning about how King County considered community input during the design process 

• Keeping neighbors up to date on project milestones and decisions 

The Sounding Board includes 10 members from SODO and nearby communities. They represent 
diverse opinions and life experiences. Eligible Sounding Board members receive compensation for 
their time. Learn more about the Sounding Board and review a list of members by visiting our 
project website. 

 

October Meetings Overview 

The following provides an overview of the first two Sounding Board meetings on October 21 and 
October 25, 2025. Two additional Sounding Board meetings are currently scheduled for November 
12, 2025 and December 2, 2025.   

Meeting #1 

The first meeting was held on Tuesday, October 21 at the Georgetown Wet Weather Treatment 
Station (GWWTS). The purpose was to: 

• Begin grounding of Sounding Board members in the Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather 
Facilities program and provide overview of engagement to date.   

• Build relationships between Sounding Boad members and staff.   

• Confirm community agreements.  

The meeting opened with an activity for members and project staff to get to know one another. 
Members then reviewed and shared input on the draft Community Group Agreements. Project staff 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/mdcso/public-engagement
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shared a presentation about Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities and answered questions 
from members.  

 
The Sounding Board learned about the proposed facility from SODO WWTS Project Manager, Khoa 

Truong. 

 

Meeting #2 

The second meeting was held on Saturday, October 25. The purpose of Meeting #2 was to: 

• Share design considerations for the SODO Wet Weather Treatment Station (SODO WWTS)  

• Gather input on:  

o Community values and design elements to help interpret the SODO Preliminary 
Design Survey results  

o Ideas to shape the look and feel of the SODO WWTS  

Members met at the GWWTS for Meeting #2.  Sounding Board members reviewed the key themes 
from the SODO Preliminary Design Survey. They heard from the design team about how those 
themes can inform the look and feel for the SODO Wet Weather Treatment Station (SODO WWTS). 
Then they participated in a “PhotoVoice” activity where they were asked to take photos of things 
that would help them to express their priorities for the look and feel of the SODO WWTS. This 
activity took place during a tour of SODO and the West Seattle Bridge Trail Fishing Dock.  Following 
the PhotoVoice activity, members had a working lunch back at the GWWTS. They shared reflections 
and questions from the tour.  

A summary of Sounding Board comments, meeting materials, and participants is provided below. 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/2025-10_mdcso-design-summary.pdf?rev=80157375e84d4333a24927fe6b80d78c&hash=A11DF2A3C8DCF1D522397C0EC48C23B0
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/2025-10_mdcso-design-summary.pdf?rev=80157375e84d4333a24927fe6b80d78c&hash=A11DF2A3C8DCF1D522397C0EC48C23B0
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/2025-10_mdcso-design-summary.pdf?rev=80157375e84d4333a24927fe6b80d78c&hash=A11DF2A3C8DCF1D522397C0EC48C23B0
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The Sounding Board and Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Program Team members 
visited the West Seattle Bridge Trail Fishing Dock.  

 

Summary 
The following summarizes meeting outcomes and key themes of the Sounding Board discussions.  

Meeting #1 

Sounding Board members established community agreements and learned about the Wastewater 
Treatment Division, the Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Program, and community 
engagement to date. Sounding Board members shared the following questions and comments:  

• Suggested additions to the draft Community Agreements. 

• Questions about water sources and how the proposed facility will treat water. 

• Interest in learning more about permitting for the SODO WWTS. Specifically, about the 
permits required to plan, construct, and operate the facility. 

• Discussion about potential for green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) solutions at the site. 

• Requests to better understand the potential impacts of construction and operations for the 
SODO WWTS and surrounding projects. 

• Interest in how the project could provide other public health benefits to Duwamish Valley 
communities. 

• Questions about the process for selecting construction contractors and supporting small 
businesses and unions. 

• Request to provide more information about the Sounding Board role. 

• Suggestion to provide additional time for Sounding Board engagement and questions. 
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Next Steps 

• Project team to revise draft Community Agreements. 

• Project team to follow-up with responses to Sounding Board questions. 

• Sounding Board to complete meeting evaluations. 

• Project staff to consider Sounding Board suggestions for future meetings. 

 

Meeting #2 

Project staff shared revised Community Agreements with the Sounding Board and provided 
additional time for Sounding Board engagement and questions. Members received background 
about design considerations and survey results to inform the “PhotoVoice” activity. During the tour, 
members took pictures to reflect their experiences and preferences. Sounding Board members 
shared the following questions and comments: 

• Questions about environmental design considerations, such as types of trees and green 
walls. 

• Continued interest in GSI opportunities. 

• Suggestion for the design to use natural materials, such as stone, for the fencing. 

• Interest in how the design of the facility could provide more visibility into the inner workings 
of the facility. 

• Concern raised about how to provide a pedestrian friendly environment near adjacent 
railroad tracks. 

• Support for addressing long-term public health needs through this project. 

• Significant interest in how the program will consider the unhoused community in SODO. 
Questions about interagency coordination to provide services and whether a solar charging 
station could be provided for unhoused neighbors to charge their devices. 

• Continued suggestions to provide additional time for Sounding Board engagement and 
questions.  

Next Steps 

• Project team to follow-up with responses to Sounding Board questions. 

• Sounding Board to complete meeting evaluations and PhotoVoice assignment. 

• Project staff to consider Sounding Board suggestions for future meetings. 
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Meeting Materials 

Meeting #1 

• Agenda 

• Presentation 

• Draft Community Group Agreement 

Meeting #2 

• Agenda 

• Presentation 

• PhotoVoice Guidelines 

• PhotoVoice Tour Map 

• PhotoVoice Assignment 

 

Meeting Participants 

Sounding Board Members 

Name Affiliations (if applicable) Meeting #1 Meeting #2 

Tanya Balaji  Puget Soundkeeper Alliance  X X 

Tyler Blackwell  SODO Business Improvement Area  X X 

Ian Bright  Georgetown Youth Council  X X 

John Crull    X X 

Faduma Fido  People's Economy Lab  X X 

Phil Lewis   X X 

Shawna Percival    X X 

Diego Soto Loncharich  Villa Comunitaria volunteer  X X 

Stephanie Tandiama  Heron’s Nest, River Access Paddle 
Program, Duwamish Alive Coalition 

X X 

Lotus TheVibe  River Access Paddle Program  X X 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-21_mdcso-csb-agenda-meeting1.pdf?rev=d54f8b0dcf3f4e5e9311e2fc94bbfe63&hash=12680560F43007C166AA8708E5B55725
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-21_mdcso-csb-presentation-meeting1.pdf?rev=9b6c6fc32f214f28a2c6a09bb6972258&hash=4CF9057723CF1356EFFD279EE851B1F9
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-21_mdcso-csb-group-agreements-meeting1.pdf?rev=ea43b13c95bc41048302940688b1d925&hash=AF7A1E900BDF475AE40BDFA597C44B9A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-25_mdcso-csb-agenda-meeting2.pdf?rev=f7a95a26fe454aa3b7753f1bc26122b7&hash=5020981D967306A83EE8B3EA77EA1D0D
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-25_mdcso-csb-presentation-meeting2.pdf?rev=30f42d9cedf44025b4233ea47069ec5b&hash=7C6525705780F5F07A1C3739B7796431
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-25_mdcso-csb-photo-voice-guidelines-meeting2.pdf?rev=cfaac66e0e9d4edea005907605ac695e&hash=2D3EB5A2C25E08F5ACA1F025510C7426
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-25_mdcso-csb-photo-voice-tour-map-meeting2.pdf?rev=d6782cfbca3e419bbca8694ce39cf670&hash=2156298B86F362CE595A4EB0D1CED0EC
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-10-25_mdcso-csb-photo-voice-homework-meeting2.pdf?rev=77075c2c3f6c4690b3a6ca4a91f3482a&hash=43D0DE1D6BF738B49108B4E4F01E83D6
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Project Staff 

Name Role Meeting #1  Meeting #2 

Steve Tolzman Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities 
Supervisor 

 X 

Mary O’Hara Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities 
Deputy Program Manager 

X  

Khoa Truong SODO WWTS Project Manager X X 

mano 
(Emanuel da 
Silva) 

King County Wastewater Treatment Division 
(WTD) Community Services 

X X 

Bibiana 
Ocheke-Ameh 

King County Wastewater Treatment Division 
(WTD) Community Services 

X X 

Nancy Huizar  Facilitator X X 

Tiffany Sevilla Facilitation Support X X 

Mark Sharp Jacobs, Lead Architect  X 

Aaron Luoma HBB Landscape Architecture, Principal  X 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
The public is welcome to submit comments for Sounding Board consideration. No public 
comments were submitted as of November 4, 2025. 

Contact us if you would like to share your feedback with the Sounding Board: 

• Email dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov 
• Call 206-477-5604 

We will send public comments to the Sounding Board in advance of future meetings. Please note all 
public comments are subject to public records requests. 

 

 

 

mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
tel:+12064775604
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Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them please 
contact DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Los servicios de interpretación y traducción están 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, comuníquese con 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | េ◌សវ បែ្រកបនិងបែ្រកបឣ ចរកបាន្រសមាᶰប់អ្នកគា᥆្ម នការចំ 
ណ យ។ េ◌្រេបើត�វកាƚេរគសូមទំន ក់ទំនងមកកា᥆ន់ DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免費為您提供

口譯和筆譯服務。如果您需要這些服 務，請聯絡 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免费为您

提供口译和笔译服务。如果您需要这些服 务，请联络 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Dịch 
vụ thông dịch và biên dịch được cung cấp miễn phí cho quý vị. Nếu quý vị cần những dịch vụ này, xin 
vui lòng liên hệ với DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov  

Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-5371 or TTY Relay: 711. 
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