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Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities

Community Sounding Board
Meeting #1

October 21, 2025
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Welcome and Introductions
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Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions
• Relationship Building Activities
• About Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 

and Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather 
Facilities (Facilities)

• Community Engagement and Community 
Sounding Board Overview

• Next Steps and Action Items
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Meeting Goals

• Get to know each other
• Confirm community agreements
• Build understanding of the Mouth of 

Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Program 
• Review engagement to date and role of 

Community Sounding Board
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• Restrooms: The restrooms are located just outside the meeting room.
• Wi-Fi: The network is KC Public, and there is no password.
• Safety: There is an AED and First Aid kit in the kitchen. If there is an 

emergency, go across the street and then call 911, then call West Point Main 
Control to report the emergency. 

• Questions: We’ll include time for questions after the presentation. 

Meeting Housekeeping and Safety
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Introductions

• Mary O'Hara, Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Program 
Manager

• Khoa Truong, SODO Wet Weather Treatment Station (WWTS) Project 
Manager

• Bibiana Ocheke-Ameh, WTD Community Services
• mano, WTD Community Services
• Nancy Huizar, Facilitator
• Tiffany Sevilla, Facilitation Support
• Community Sounding Board Members
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Relationship Building
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Please introduce yourself with your name, pronouns, any affiliation you’d like 
the other person to know. Examples:
 What is your go to meal when you are strapped for time?
 What is something you’re looking forward to this season?
 Where do you feel happiest?

Rapid Meet-and-Greet
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1. We are all students and all teachers. We all have valuable knowledge and 
experiences to share and learn from one another.

2. I will listen to understand.
3. I will step back if I’ve been speaking a lot and step up if I haven’t been 

participating as much.
4. I will show respect to my fellow participants, even when I disagree with 

them.
5. I will respect my co-participants by not disclosing information shared in the 

trust of this space outside of meetings. Take the lessons, leave the stories.

Group Agreements
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6. I will check in with myself, take time and space to meet  my own needs  
(bathroom, water, stretch breaks, etc.), and also ask for help as appropriate.

7. If conflict arises, we will pause for a few deep breaths and  determine how to  
proceed. This may mean agreeing to disagree in the moment and asking for 
support from facilitators to address the conflict between sessions.

Group Agreements
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Discussion

• Any additional suggestions to add 
to the agreements?

• Proposed edits or amendments?
• Do you agree to observe the 

community agreements?
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About WTD and Facilities
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About King County Wastewater 
Treatment Division 

• Mission: We protect public health and the 
environment by collecting and cleaning 
wastewater while recovering valuable resources 
for a healthy and thriving Puget Sound Region

• Service: 24/7/365 essential wastewater service 
to almost two million people and businesses in 
King County, plus portions of Pierce and 
Snohomish counties

• Funding: Entirely funded by the ratepayers who 
invest in our programs and services through their 
monthly rate and capacity charge bills.

King County Wastewater Treatment 
Division Service Area
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Combined Sewer 
Overflows (CSOs)

• Seattle’s wastewater pipes 
were originally built as 
combined sewer pipes, 
where stormwater and 
wastewater flow through 
the same pipes.

• On dry days, wastewater 
and stormwater go directly 
to a treatment plant to be 
cleaned. Combined sewer system on a dry day



15
Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities

Combined Sewer 
Overflows (CSOs)

• When heavy rainstorms 
overload pipes with 
stormwater, the flow is 
temporarily diverted 
through a CSO outfall into a 
local water body.

Combined sewer system on a rainy day
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Mouth of Duwamish Wet 
Weather Facilities Program Goals

King County established this program to:
• Reduce pollution in Elliott Bay, the 

Duwamish River, and Puget Sound 
• Control the frequency of overflows at each 

CSO outfall 
• Meet legal requirements and achieve 

regulatory compliance
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Mouth of Duwamish Wet 
Weather Facilities Outfalls

This program will address pollution 
from five outfalls at the mouth of 
the Duwamish River. 

Map of program outfalls
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Program Service 
Area

• The program service area 
extends beyond the mouth 
of the Duwamish River, 
covering five service basins.

• Facilities will benefit the 
entire service area.

Map of program service area
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Identifying the Proposed Solution 

Since 2012, we have narrowed from over 60 concepts to the proposed solution 
for this effort.

Long Term 
Control Plan

Recommended 
CSO Control 

Methods

Planning 
Phase

Proposed 
Solution
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Current Phase

Facility 
Planning
• Identifying the 

proposed 
solution

Preliminary 
Design
• Engineering 

Report
• Environmental 

review
• Regulatory 

review

Construction Operations

We are here

Design
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Identifying the Proposed Solution 

Store it: Build underground tanks, tunnels, or pipes to store flows 
during heavy storms

Treat it: Build treatment solutions to treat flows that are too large 
to store 

Move it: Build new pipelines or increase the size of existing 
pipelines
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Identifying the Proposed Solution 

Evaluation factors

Permitting complexity, 
construction methods

Size and complexity of 
facilities, safety for King 
County workers

Short-term and long-term impacts, 
disruptions to traffic, bus routes, 

and pedestrian mobility

Construction methods, 
facility sizes

Impacts to air or water 
quality, shorelines, wetlands, 

and endangered species
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Proposed Solution 
Overview 

The Mouth of Duwamish Wet 
Weather Facilities will be one of 
largest and most expensive CSO 
investments for the County and 
ratepayers to date. 

Map of Proposed Mouth of Duwamish Wet 
Weather Facilities
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Proposed Facilities

• Wet weather treatment station
 Proposed site: ~8-acre lot
 Control overflows from 4 outfalls
 Operates intermittently during heavy 

storm to treat combined stormwater 
and wastewater before discharge to 
Duwamish River

 Treatment Capacity:
~240MGD
Georgetown ~70MGD
240,000,000 gal ~ 365 Olympic 

swimming pools Georgetown Wet Weather Treatment Station
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How the SODO WWTS 
Works

The treatment station will clean 
storm and sewer overflow through a 
series of steps.

Diagram of wet weather treatment station
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Other Facilities

These facilities are not part of the 
focus of this Sounding Board.
• Storage tank
• New pipes
• Supporting facilities
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The Best Solution 

Less construction for new 
pipes compared to other 
options, providing schedule 
benefits

Space for smooth operations 
and flexibility to adapt to 
future needs 

Lowest cost option due to 
proximity to Duwamish River 

and existing system

Evaluation factors

All options provide water quality 
benefits and would result in 

environmental impacts from 
construction and operation

All options we considered presented 
challenges and opportunities for the 

community
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• Environmental review 
• Regulatory review
• Design activities
• Final Engineering Report 

Aerial photo of the Duwamish River in SODO

Next Steps
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Other Related Water Quality 
Efforts and Resources

• Lower Duwamish Source Control
• East Waterway Cleanup
• Department of Ecology Source Control
• Other King County CSO Control Projects
• Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund 

Cleanup

Aerial view of SODO and the 
Duwamish River

https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/protecting-our-environment/community-programs/pollution-control/lower-duwamish
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/protecting-our-environment/community-programs/pollution-control/lower-duwamish
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/duwamish-waterway/east-waterway-cleanup
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/duwamish-waterway/east-waterway-cleanup
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/cleanup-sites/lower-duwamish-waterway/source-control
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/cleanup-sites/lower-duwamish-waterway/source-control
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/protecting-our-waters/controlling-cso
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/protecting-our-waters/controlling-cso
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/duwamish-waterway/lower-duwamish
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/duwamish-waterway/lower-duwamish
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/duwamish-waterway/lower-duwamish
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Q & A

30
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Community Engagement 
Overview
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What to Expect During Design 

• Advance notice leading up to field work 
activities 

• Regular updates on design progress, 
construction methods, and opportunities to 
advance equity 

• Opportunities to inform the look and feel of 
future facilities and reasonable solutions for 
construction impacts 

King County at the SODO Flea 
Market
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Key Themes
• Overall support for project goals and proposed solution

• Appreciation for proactive and early outreach

• Concern about overlapping impacts with other planned 
projects

• Some interest in informing look and feel

• Questions about CSO control methods including green 
stormwater infrastructure (GSI), facility operations, 
opportunities for public art, adaptation to future 
conditions and climate change, anticipated impacts 
during construction, coordination with SPU, property 
relocation and acquisition, and the project timeline

What We’ve Heard
Summer 2025 Events

• June 3: SODO Business Improvement 
Area (BIA) Briefing

• June 10 and 12: Drop-in sessions
• June 14: Georgetown Carnival
• June 16: Georgetown Community 

Council Briefing
• June 20: Recovery Café Resource Day
• June 26: SODO BIA Q2 Networking Event
• July 8: Delridge Neighborhoods 

Development Association Briefing
• July 22: Stewardship Partners
• August 5: SODO BIA National Night Out
• August 16: Alki Pride
• August 19: Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 

briefing
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Summer Design Survey Overview

July 1 to August 31, 2025

182 completed responses

80% travel or commute through SODO

68% shop or go to events in SODO

24% work in the area

14% live in the area

Outreach conducted through:

• Briefings
• Door-to-door outreach
• Fairs and festival events
• Email outreach
• Georgetown Gazette Article
• GovDelivery
• Survey mailings
• Social media
• Website updates
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Summer Design Survey Results

Participants shared the design should:
• Reflect both the historic and 

current uses of the Duwamish 
River

• Include cool, water-inspired 
colors like blue, purple, and green. 

• Include materials with natural 
textures such as brick, stone, and 
wood-like materials. 
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Summer Design Survey Results
Other features of interest and priorities for community benefit included:

Landscape 
features such as 
informational 
signs, rain gardens, 
trees, native 
vegetation, and 
pollinator plants. 

Solar panels, public 
art, decorative 
lighting, and 
fencing that allows 
sight into the 
facility

Safer, improved 
sidewalks and 
paths around 
the facilities. 

Increased tree 
canopy or green 
gathering 
spaces
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Summer Design Survey Themes
• How the community thinks about SODO: 

Industrial, dirty and polluted, historic, 
unwelcoming, busy, and essential

• What is missing from SODO: Green space 
and trees, accessible public spaces, and 
facilities for people walking, biking, and rolling

• Thoughts about architectural and landscape 
features: Strong desire for new trees and 
features that demonstrate commitments to 
sustainability, the Duwamish River, and 
transparency

• Thoughts and feelings inspired by future 
facilities: Community pride, sustainability, 
thoughtfulness, and intrigue
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How We Are Centering 
Community Needs 

• Meeting people where they are 
• Fostering relationships with community-

based organizations 
• Exploring strategies to reduce community 

impacts 
• Advancing community greening, workforce 

development, and pro-equity contracting 
initiatives 

• Engaging a Community Sounding Board!
Workforce development brochure
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Community Sounding Board

Purpose: 
• Share ideas about neighborhood character, 

local priorities, and community feedback. 
• Learn about and be able to explain how King 

County considered community input during 
the design process. 

• Keep neighbors up to date on project 
milestones and decisions. 



40
Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities

Sounding Board Process

Welcome and 
orientation.

Convene: 
October 21

Organize images 
and prepare final 

presentation.

Prepare 
Presentation:  
November 12

Summarize feedback 
and share how input 

was considered.

Report-
Back: 2026

Gather 
Input:

 October 25
Invite input on 

survey results. Take 
photos in SODO.

Share final 
presentation and 
review next steps.

Listening 
Session: 

December 2
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How We Will Use Your Input 

December 2025: 
Sounding Board 
will present your 
PhotoVoice images 
for WTD’s 
consideration.

January/February 
2026: 
Summarize and 
consider feedback 
to shape design. 

Spring 2026: 
Report back what 
we heard and how 
will inform design. 
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Reflections

• What are your goals and 
expectations for the Sounding 
Board?

• How can we best support a 
positive experience?
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Next Steps
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• Please meet at the Georgetown Wet Weather Treatment 
Station on Saturday, October 25 at 10 a.m.

• The meeting will start with a one-hour presentation to 
share context on the facility design and survey results, 
followed by a tour for members to take photos to 
participate in “PhotoVoice.” 

• Bring comfortable shoes, a water bottle, jacket, and 
anything else you need to feel comfortable! 

• Transportation and lunch will be provided.

Meeting #2: SODO PhotoVoice Tour
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Tour Route

• Stop #1: Explore SODO small businesses, 
restaurants, historic buildings

• Stop#2:  The proposed WWTS site 
• Stop #3:  West Seattle Bridge Trail Fishing 

Area
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Meeting Wrap-Up

Thank you for your 
participation today!
• Please remember to complete 

a compensation form (if 
eligible).

• We want to hear what you 
think! Please take a few 
minutes to complete a paper or 
online evaluation form.
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How to Reach Us

Website
• Kingcounty.gov/MDWetWeatherFacilities

Program Email
• dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov

Community Services 
• Bibiana Ocheke-Ameh  (206) 477-5604 
• mano (206) 406-3058

mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
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Accessible Formats
Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them please 
contact DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Los servicios de interpretación y traducción están 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, comuníquese con 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | េសវ‌បកែ្របនិងបកែ្របឣ‍ចរកបា̀នស្រមាាប់អ្នកគា្ម នកាារចំណ‌យ។ េបើ្រត�វកាារេគសូមទំន‌ក់ទំនងមកកាាន់ 

DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免費為您提供口譯和筆譯服務。如果您需要這些服務，請
聯絡DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免费为您提供口译和笔译服务。如果您需要这些服务，
请联络DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Dịch vụ thông dịch và biên dịch được cung cấp 
miễn phí cho quý vị. Nếu quý vị cần những dịch vụ này, xin vui lòng liên hệ với 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov

Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-5371 or TTY Relay: 711.
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