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Welcome and Goals
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Agenda

• Welcome and Goals
• Relationship-building
• Share Design Considerations
• PhotoVoice Tour Overview and Goals
• SODO PhotoVoice Tour
• Lunch, Debrief, and Next Steps
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Meeting Goals

• Share design considerations for the SODO 
Wet Weather Treatment Station (SODO 
WWTS)

• Gather input on:
 Community values and design elements to help 

interpret public survey results
 Ideas to shape the look and feel for the SODO 

WWTS
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Sounding Board Products

Key Meeting Outputs 
• Meeting #2: Photos
• Meeting #2 Homework: Additional photos 

and captions
• Meeting #3: Prepare group presentation for 

project staff
• Meeting #4: Present final recommendations 

to project staff
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• Restrooms: The restrooms are located just outside the meeting room.
• Wi-Fi: The network is KC Public, and there is no password.
• Safety: There is an AED and First Aid kit in the kitchen. If there is an 

emergency, go across the street and then call 911. 
• Questions: We’ll include time for questions after the presentation. 

Meeting Housekeeping and Safety
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1. We are all students and all teachers. We all have valuable knowledge and 
experiences to share and learn from one another.

2. I will listen and ask questions to understand.
3. I will step back if I’ve been speaking a lot and step up if I haven’t been 

participating as much.
4. I will show respect to my fellow participants, even when I disagree with 

them.
5. I will respect my co-participants by not disclosing information shared in the 

trust of this space outside of meetings. Take the lessons, leave the stories.

Group Agreements
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6. I will check in with myself, take time and space to meet  my own needs  
     (bathroom, water, stretch breaks, etc.), and also ask for help as appropriate.
7. If conflict arises, we will pause for a few deep breaths and  determine how to  
     proceed. This may mean agreeing to disagree in the moment and asking for 
     support from facilitators to address the conflict between sessions.
8. I will assume good intent and acknowledge any of my own biases to create an  
     inclusive environment.

Group Agreements
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Meeting #1 Reflections and 
Grounding

• Any big takeaways or questions 
from the first meeting?
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Relationship Building
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Take a few minutes to write down:
 In your own words, what do you understand to be the deliverables for the 

Sounding Board?
 What is your goal/purpose for participating in the Sounding Board?

Pair-and-share:
 What is your goal for participating in the Sounding Board?
 How might this project impact the hope you have for SODO?

Reflect and Connect
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Design Considerations
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Role of the Community Sounding Board

Today, you will:
• Learn about where we are in the design process.
• Hear about the initial design concept, considerations for design, and how 

we’re considering input from the summer design survey.
• Help us bring to life the design theme and survey results. Take photos to 

share design features that you like and don’t like (such as building colors, 
landscaping). 

 PhotoVoice Tour
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• Community input to date has guided the design 
concept or “theme.”

• Your input could help shape:
 Wall definition elements (size and scale of windows)
 Architectural finishes (materials, textures, and colors)
 Building lighting
 Landscape details and materials inside the sidewalk
 Future interpretive signage content

• King County will need to consider many factors to 
make design decisions for the SODO Wet Weather 
Treatment Station (WWTS). Community feedback 
will be incorporated where possible.

Input from the Community
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Project Timeline

• Identified the 
proposed 
solution

• Engineering 
Report

• Environmental 
review

• Regulatory 
review

We are here
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WWTS Preliminary Design Process

Initiated design Conducted site 
tour

Held a series of 
internal working 

sessions

Developed 
preliminary 

concept

Summer 2025 Fall 2025

Conduct Design Survey
Launch 

Sounding 
Board

Begin Design 
Development
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Other Design Survey Considerations

What themes emerged?
• Participants associated SODO with the words: industrial, manufacturing, 

utility, dirty, polluted, historic, unwelcoming, busy, and essential.
• Participants want access to green spaces and trees in SODO (most 

commonly mentioned).
• Participants have a strong desire for features that demonstrate 

sustainability and commitment to the Duwamish River.
• Strong desire for information and transparency about the function of the 

facility.
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Design Survey Considerations

Participants shared the design should:
• Reflect both the historic and current 

uses of the Duwamish River
• Include cool, water-inspired colors. 
• Include materials with natural textures 

such as brick and stone  materials. 
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Additional Design Survey Considerations
Other features of interest we heard and how we’re responding:

Considered during preliminary design Will consider during future phases of 
design

Solar panels Public art

Fencing that allows sight into the facility Decorative lighting

Landscape features (rain gardens, trees, 
native vegetation, pollinator plants)

Informational signs

Increased tree canopy and green spaces

Safer, improved sidewalks and paths around 
the facilities
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Combined Sewer 
Overflows (CSOs)

• Seattle’s wastewater pipes were 
originally built as combined sewer 
pipes, where stormwater and 
wastewater flow through the 
same pipes.

• On dry days, wastewater and 
stormwater go directly to a 
treatment plant to be cleaned.

Combined sewer system on a dry day
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Combined Sewer 
Overflows (CSOs)

• When heavy rainstorms overload 
pipes with stormwater, the flow is 
temporarily diverted through a 
CSO outfall into a local water 
body.

Combined sewer system on a rainy day
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How the SODO WWTS 
Works

The treatment station will clean 
storm/sewer overflow through a 
series of steps.
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• The architectural theme focuses on containment of combined sewage and 
stormwater.

• The landscape theme recalls the natural, pre-industrialized shape of the 
Duwamish River.

SODO WWTS Preliminary Design Concept



24
Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities

SODO WWTS Architectural Theme Context

The treatment station will do what the river did before industrialization, slowing 
down water so that solid materials or pollutants can settle out, cleaning the water.

We took the idea of containing and slowly 
releasing  water and came up with a set of features: 
simple boxes and slots.
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SODO WWTS Concept Design

The building will be seen from two viewpoints: from the street and from the 
viaduct.
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SODO WWTS Landscape Theme
Theme: River Meander
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SODO WWTS Landscape Theme

• Provides required stormwater management 
(raingarden)

• Includes simple raised areas (“berms”) 
• Low maintenance, wildflowers and grasses, 

benefiting pollinators
• Street trees
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• Meets King County requirements:
 Can’t be cut or climbed over for safety 

reasons

• Landscape features deter unwanted 
activities

• Allows access for maintenance

SODO WWTS Landscape Plan – Security

Examples of fences designed to meet King 
County requirements – not the final design
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Q & A

29
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PhotoVoice Activity Overview 
and Goals
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What is PhotoVoice?

About: PhotoVoice uses photography to 
empower participants to share 
experiences, perspectives, and concerns.

Purpose:
• Confirm, clarify, or expand on survey 

results with real-life examples and on-
the-ground experience  

• Show potential improvements  
• Illustrate community preferences   
• Build understanding of what to avoid
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PhotoVoice Tour

• Stop #1: Explores SODO small businesses, 
restaurants, historic buildings

• Stop#2:  The proposed SODO Wet Weather 
Treatment Station site 

• Stop #3:  West Seattle Bridge Trail Fishing 
Area
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1. Join the Site Tour
 Bus through SODO and surrounding areas.
 Observe from streets and sidewalks only, observing all 

posted signs and avoiding entering private property.

2. Take Photos
 Use your phone.
 Consider design concept or “theme” and design survey.
 Capture places to help illustrate examples of what you like 

or don’t like about:
 Wall definition elements (size and scale of windows)
 Architectural finishes (materials, textures, and colors)
 Building lighting
 Landscape details and materials inside the sidewalk
 Interpretive signage content

 Capture photos that demonstrate any themes that are 
difficult to describe.

PhotoVoice Assignment
3. Guidelines
 Avoid taking photos with people’s faces when possible.
 All photos will be reviewed, and faces will be blurred if 

needed.
 Images will only be used for this project (per signed 

photo release).

4. Add More After the Tour
 Take extra photos in your own time that reflect what 

you’d like to see (or avoid) in SODO.

5..   Submit Your Photos
 Send in photos by November 3.
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Discussion

• Do these survey results align with 
what you’ve been hearing and/or 
experiencing?

• Any surprises?
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How to Reach Us

Website
• Kingcounty.gov/MDWetWeatherFacilities

Program Email
• dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov

Community Services Lead 
• Bibiana Ocheke-Ameh  (206) 477-5604 
• mano (206) 406-3058

mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
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Accessible Formats
Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them please 
contact DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Los servicios de interpretación y traducción están 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, comuníquese con 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | េសវ‌បកែ្របនិងបកែ្របឣ‍ចរកបា¹នស្រមាាប់អ្នកគា្ម នការចំណ‌យ។ េបើ្រត�វការេគសូមទំន‌ក់ទំនងមកកាន់ 

DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免費為您提供口譯和筆譯服務。如果您需要這些服務，請
聯絡DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免费为您提供口译和笔译服务。如果您需要这些服务，
请联络DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Dịch vụ thông dịch và biên dịch được cung cấp 
miễn phí cho quý vị. Nếu quý vị cần những dịch vụ này, xin vui lòng liên hệ với 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov

Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-5371 or TTY Relay: 711.
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