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COMMUNITY SOUNDING BOARD | MEETING #3 
SUMMARY 
King County has proposed a solution to control overflows from five combined sewer overflow (CSO) 
outfalls at the mouth of the Duwamish River. The proposed solution includes a new wet weather 
treatment station in SODO and a new storage tank in West Seattle (Industrial District West). It also 
includes a new outfall for cleaned water, supporting facilities, and new pipes to connect flows 
along the way.  
 
The Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities team convened a Community Sounding Board 
(Sounding Board). The Sounding Board provides input on the look and feel of facilities in SODO. 
Members will help shape features like landscaping, building materials, and colors. The Sounding 
Board will help by:  

• Sharing ideas about neighborhood character, local priorities, and community feedback  
• Learning about how King County considered community input during the design process  
• Keeping neighbors up to date on project milestones and decisions  

 
The Sounding Board includes 10 members from SODO and nearby communities. They represent 
diverse opinions and life experiences. Eligible Sounding Board members receive compensation for 
their time. Learn more about the Sounding Board and review a list of members by visiting our 
project website.  
  

Meeting #3 Overview 

The third meeting was held on Wednesday, November 12 at the Georgetown Wet Weather 
Treatment Station (GWWTS). The purpose was to:  
 

• Summarize themes and priorities that emerged from PhotoVoice Tour and any additional 
context for the design team.   

• Prepare materials for the Meeting #4 presentation from the Sounding Board to the design 
team.  

 
To begin, project staff followed up on comments and questions that had previously been asked by 
Sounding Board members, demonstrating how the team had responded to the input received so far. 
After reviewing the goals for the Sounding Board and the overall process for how their input would 
be gathered and the plan for response, Sounding Board members participated in a reflection 
activity. This activity prompted members to share their memories in SODO and the elements of 
places that spark joy which they would like to see in the SODO Wet Weather Treatment Station 
(WWTS).  

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/mdcso/public-engagement
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The Sounding Board then formed small groups to add photos from their PhotoVoice tour and 
homework to one of three posters. Each poster represented a different category of design to inform 
the look and feel of the SODO WWTS: 

• Building features 
• Landscaping 
• Interpretive signage content 

 
By taking turns to rotate between the posters, each small group had the opportunity to provide 
input to all three design categories. 
 

 
Sounding Board members added images from their PhotoVoice activity as well as post-it notes to 
provide input on the look and feel of building features. 

Meeting #3 Summary 

Project staff shared revised Community Agreements with the Sounding Board that reflected their 
input from Meeting #1. Members developed three posters for each design category. Sounding Board 
members shared the following questions and comments: 

• Interest in the probability of moving forward with the proposed location for the WWTS and if 
there is a back-up plan. 
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• Questions about the difference between Seattle Public Utilities and King County CSO 
facilities and agency responsibilities. 

• Request to clarify and share more detail about how the project team will close the feedback 
loop after considering Sounding Board Input.  

 

PhotoVoice Poster Notes 

The following is a transcript of notes Sounding Board members provided for the posters. This 
includes some comments that we notified Sounding Board members are outside of the scope of 
look and feel of the SODO WWTS. 

Landscaping  

Reflect the culture of SODO   

• Industrial: For example, use repurposed equipment like pallets and container units to 
reflect industrial culture   

• Duwamish River: Represent the meandering, tidal history of the river  

• Indigenous: Art like Simone Diamond’s “Salish Sunset” design  

Create an inviting, active space for community  

• Add bicyclist and pedestrian-friendly features along 1st and Hinds  

• Similar to the mug exchange kiosk in one Sounding Board member’s neighborhood, create 
features that help build community for people passing by  

• Access to a viewpoint, like an overlook from the top of the building  

• Lease space to a coffee shop/stall for public transit users and others travelling through the 
area  

• Raised bed to create a community garden with clean soil to provide food in an area with a 
large unhoused community  

Use environmental best practices  

• Filters that address 6PPD and microplastic for storm drains that are not connected to the 
rest of the facility on site  

• “Tiny forests” or “Miyawaki method” to increase tree canopy  

• Solar panels and good lighting that is not light pollution, ideally pastel colored light  

• Green wall for air quality benefits and more  

• Rain gardens to address some of the roadway runoff  

Use a variety of plants to provide multiple benefits  

• Clean the air   

• Absorb water to minimize flooding  

• Fragrant  
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• Visually appealing  

• Diverse (to reflect the SODO community)  

• Clean the soil (like the ones at Georgetown WWTS)  

• Don’t need a lot of watering  

• Medicinal  

• Native plants  

• Provide food and habitat for pollinators and animals  

   

Building Design  

Reflect the culture of SODO   

• Artists should be local  

• Mural designed by professional artist, but done with community support  

• Consider having kids’ hand as part of the windows  

• Buildings in the area should match the neighborhood  

• Weaving as part of the design within building materials such as walls as a texture.  

Create an inviting, active space for community  

• Consider having a space for community to gather  

• Consider soccer, track or a place for activity  

• Reflect a move toward a care economy  

• Design that allows people to understand the link of the building and the environmental 
impact both on foot and in cars  

• Windows are important, secure, but not a dark place.  Some visibility through the building is 
important  

• Have fencing be more inviting  

• Lighting even if building isn’t in operation  

Use environmental best practices  

• Having building lighting that doesn’t negatively impact night ecology  

• Use mass timber as part of the building construction as a carbon sink  

• Use green walls  

• Outfalls underwater make it difficult for citizen/third party sampling  

Focus on local nature in art and architecture   

• Marine inspiration and flow with a focus on greenery  

• Show the stages of aquatic life impacted by the building  

• Waterline map as part of the building design  
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• Add growth and growing as part of the building design  

Use light colors  

• A preference for lighter colors like pastels over darker colors  

• Colors linked to environment  

 

Interpretive Signage Content  

Inspire sustainability and stewardship of water and natural habitat  

Elevate the history of the area over the centuries  

• Interest in Waterlines being foundational piece to tie interpretive signage  

• Illustrations of historic river, industrial uses, and present-day habitat improvements  

• Include multilingual component  

Show the impact of Wastewater Treatment Stations and WTD  

• Art at the viaduct level and/or features showing uses of the building  

• Signage showing energy conservation from solar panels or other building features  

• Signage with water quality improvement metrics  

Locate signage with consideration for the audiences  

• Pedestrian signage focus on 1st avenue   

• Some signage and lights along the viaduct for bike improvements  

• Create engaging signage for sensory use and for different ages  

 

Next Steps  

• Sounding Board members prepare to present their posters to the SODO WWTS design 
team. 

• Sounding Board to complete meeting evaluations. 
  

Meeting Materials 
• Agenda  
• Presentation  
• Revised Community Group Agreements  
• SODO Preliminary Design Survey Summary 

  

Meeting Participants  

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-11-12_mdcso-csb-agenda-meeting3.pdf?rev=0b3d29c3c59343edb0b64c2829161fab&hash=0E11EC4DB836CDAF61B247E88D328AF0
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-11-12_mdcso-csb-presentation-meeting3.pdf?rev=e64fe804143f4a51829f54e6fe51e366&hash=7110CA3C2347B57C678B57B92DF7B6BC
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-11-12_mdcso-csb-revised-community-agreements-meeting3.pdf?rev=c91ce76baea146f2bc947aac4d9c2b63&hash=DB49F53904FA064EA682EB088A76A3BE
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/2025-10_mdcso-design-summary.pdf?rev=80157375e84d4333a24927fe6b80d78c&hash=A11DF2A3C8DCF1D522397C0EC48C23B0
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Sounding Board Members  
Name  Affiliations (if applicable)  Meeting #3  
Tanya Balaji   Puget Soundkeeper Alliance   X  
Tyler Blackwell   SODO Business Improvement Area   X  
Ian Bright   Georgetown Youth Council   X  
John Crull      X  
Faduma Fido   People's Economy Lab   X  
Phil Lewis     X  
Shawna Percival      X  
Diego Soto Loncharich   Villa Comunitaria volunteer   X  
Stephanie Tandiama   Heron’s Nest, River Access Paddle Program, Duwamish 

Alive Coalition  
X  

Lotus TheVibe   River Access Paddle Program   X  
  
Project Staff  
Name  Role  Meeting #3  
Steve Tolzman  Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Supervisor    
Mary O’Hara  Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Deputy Program 

Manager  
X  

Khoa Truong  SODO WWTS Project Manager  X  
mano (Emanuel da 
Silva)  

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 
Community Services  

X  

Bibiana Ocheke-
Ameh  

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 
Community Services  

  

Nancy Huizar   Facilitator  X  
Tiffany Sevilla  Facilitation Support  X  
Mark Sharp  Jacobs, Lead Architect    
Aaron Luoma  HBB Landscape Architecture, Principal    
  
  
Public Comments  
The public is welcome to submit comments for Sounding Board consideration. No comments were 
received as of November 21.  
Contact us if you would like to share your feedback with the Sounding Board:  

• Email dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov  
• Call 206-477-5604  

We will send public comments to the Sounding Board in advance of future meetings. Please note all 
public comments are subject to public records requests.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
tel:+12064775604
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Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them please 
contact DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Los servicios de interpretación y traducción están 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, comuníquese con 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | េ◌សវ បែ្រកបនិងបែ្រកបឣ ចរកបាƋន្រសមាƋᶰប់អ្នកគា្ម នកាᥤរចំ 
ណ យ។ េ◌្រេបើត�វកាƋេរគសូមទំន ក់ទំនងមកកា᥆ន់ DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免費為您提供

口譯和筆譯服務。如果您需要這些服 務，請聯絡 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免费为您

提供口译和笔译服务。如果您需要这些服 务，请联络 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Dịch 
vụ thông dịch và biên dịch được cung cấp miễn phí cho quý vị. Nếu quý vị cần những dịch vụ này, xin 
vui lòng liên hệ với DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-
5371 or TTY Relay: 711.  
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