
Landscaping: Community Sounding Board Recommendations 

• Reflect indigenous 
culture

• Represent meandering, 
tidal history of the river

• Industrial culture — 
repurposing equipment 
like pallets, container 
units, movable planters

• Salish Sunset colors

An example of a raised flower bed. The 
soil down there may not be good for 
growing food but I do believe you can 
create raised flower beds and put good 
soil in them to create this scenario.

This was taken at the West 
Seattle Fishing Bridge. I liked 
the rain gardens that were 
integrated to help address 
some runoff from the bridge to 
the Duwamish, though I wish it 
wasn’t in concrete slabs. 

• Solar panels/good 
lighting that is not light 
pollution (also pastel 
colored light)

• GPPD/microplastics 
filters for storm drains 
that are not connected 
to rest of facility /on site 

• Plants that clean the air 
and absorb water (to 
minimize flooding), are 
fragrant and visually 
appealing, and are 
diverse (like SODO 
community!)

• Miyawaki "tiny" forests

• Green walls!!

This is a mug exchange that a community 
member in my neighborhood organizes. 
People can exchange their mugs – its’ a 
great way to bring community together, 
while assessing the walkability of the area.

• Native plants; nettle, horsetail, 
estuary plants

• Plants that help clean the soil, like 
the one at GWWTS

• Medicinal plants: devil’s club

• Plants that don’t need a lot of 
watering 

• Plants that clean the air and absorb 
water (to minimize flooding), are 
fragrant and visually appealing, and 
are diverse (like SODO community!)

• Native art work or patterns. Native 
wild flowers? Bee Food

• Habitat for animals; Doug Firs, 
Cedars, Cottonwoods, 
pollinator-friendly plants, Willows 

Reflect the 
culture of SODO

• Access to a 
viewpoint (on top of 
building!) i.e. 
overlook

• Lease space to a 
coffee shop for 
transit users

• Bike and pedestrian 
features along 1st 
and Hinds

Create an inviting, active 
space for community

Use a variety of 
plants to provide 
multiple benefits 

Use environmental 
best practices Don’t like

• Hostile razor wire 
fencing

• Not a “manicured” 
garden, more natural 

• Deteriorated 
sidewalks

• No grass/sod/turf or 
gray infrastructure 

• Concrete w/o plants

In several areas of SODO, 
barbed-wire fencing and other hostile 
security elements were observed. We 
understand that this industrial zone 
faces real safety challenges — 
including theft and criminal activity —
and that businesses need to protect 
their properties and operations. 
However, such barriers create a 
strong sense of rejection, isolation, 
and insecurity for people who walk or 
work in the area.  

Community gardens would be a 
great addition to the facility, 
especially since there is a large 
populated of unhoused individuals. 


