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COMMUNITY SOUNDING BOARD | MEETING #4 
SUMMARY 
King County has proposed a solution to control overflows from five combined sewer overflow (CSO) 
outfalls at the mouth of the Duwamish River. The proposed solution includes a new wet weather 
treatment station in SODO and a new storage tank in West Seattle (Industrial District West). It also 
includes a new outfall for cleaned water, supporting facilities, and new pipes to connect flows 
along the way.  
 
The Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities team convened a Community Sounding Board 
(Sounding Board). The Sounding Board provides input on the look and feel of facilities in SODO. 
Members will help shape features like landscaping, building materials, and colors. The Sounding 
Board will help by:  

• Sharing ideas about neighborhood character, local priorities, and community feedback  
• Learning about how King County considered community input during the design process  
• Keeping neighbors up to date on project milestones and decisions  

 
The Sounding Board includes 10 members from SODO and nearby communities. They represent 
diverse opinions and life experiences. Eligible Sounding Board members receive compensation for 
their time. Learn more about the Sounding Board and review a list of members by visiting our 
project website.  
  

Meeting #4 Overview 

In Meeting #3, Sounding Board members worked in small groups to review and refine three 
posters—one for each of the design input categories. In Meeting #4 members presented these 
three posters through a gallery walk and short presentations. Their recommendations reflected 
consistent themes around culture, community benefit, and environmental stewardship. 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/mdcso/public-engagement
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Members of the Sounding Board, WTD Director Kamuron Gurol, and staff of the Mouth of Duwamish 
Wet Weather Facilities program posed for a photo at the end of Meeting #4.  

Meeting #4 Summary 

Members offered a range of specific suggestions, including: 

• Reinforcing the culture of SODO and supporting community-building through murals, 
brickwork, and hiring local/underrepresented artists. 

• Incorporating habitat-supporting landscaping, such as cedar and other native plantings. 
• Designing a welcoming, family-friendly space, including educational features and 

amenities like seating, little free libraries, or mug exchanges. 
• Addressing needs of unhoused neighbors, such as providing charging stations. 
• Exploring use of any additional space to host a small temporary village, similar to a Sound 

Transit example. 
• Including environmentally friendly building features, with strong interest in green walls and 

solar panels. 
• Adding soft, calm lighting to improve safety and comfort for all users, including 

pedestrians and unhoused residents. 
• Ensuring the station provides tangible community benefit, not just a polished look and 

feel. 

Members also raised broader reflections, including the desire for the facility to address more than 
aesthetics, appreciation for participating in the process, interest in continued engagement, and 
feedback that greater role clarity early in the process would have been helpful. One member 
suggested considering a name change for the SODO WWTS. All members participated actively 
and joined a group photo at the end of the meeting. 

PhotoVoice Posters 

Sounding Board members presented the following posters to WTD staff for consideration:  
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Landscaping  

 
Building Design  
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Interpretive Signage Content  

 

Next Steps  

• WTD will consider Sounding Board inputs to the facility design in early 2026 and 
subsequently present how this feedback was incorporated back to the Sounding Board 
members.  
  

Meeting Materials 
• Agenda 
• Presentation  
• PhotoVoice Posters  

• Building features 
• Landscaping  
• Interpretive signage 

Meeting Participants  
Sounding Board Members  
Name  Affiliations (if applicable)  Meeting #4  

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-12-2_mdcso-csb-agenda-meeting4.pdf?rev=b7f3f15b323c4572b1b916ad7b3a83b2&hash=D12EBFD981D8E1839EC0B44ADD0C8266
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-12-2_mdcso-csb-presentation-meeting4.pdf?rev=07c148b232ff41739a1cebee0d1421f8&hash=54E0B281990B6B815E17B5F093801E88
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-12-2_building-features-poster.pdf?rev=5dd7a7081ee3476da439fe46b6a8370d&hash=C27E021078F5E6EAD4CAA01E9731CA4A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-12-2_landscaping-poster.pdf?rev=73a139b21dac4122864f1fc1d6d71027&hash=93021FE2A06C597DC68937265AE2414A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/program/mouth-of-duwamish/docs/csb/2025-12-2_interpretive-signage-poster.pdf?rev=569b7d6ec6424f27ab4ae01f8a9deb5e&hash=E8153B20164A770764521339CA3D0D41
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Tanya Balaji   Puget Soundkeeper Alliance   X  
Tyler Blackwell   SODO Business Improvement Area   X  
Ian Bright   Georgetown Youth Council   X  
John Crull      X  
Faduma Fido   People's Economy Lab   X  
Phil Lewis     X  
Shawna Percival      X  
Diego Soto Loncharich   Villa Comunitaria volunteer   X  
Stephanie Tandiama   Heron’s Nest, River Access Paddle Program, Duwamish 

Alive Coalition  
X  

Lotus TheVibe   River Access Paddle Program   X  
  
Project Staff  
Name  Role  Meeting #4 
Steve Tolzman  Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Supervisor  X 
Mary O’Hara  Mouth of Duwamish Wet Weather Facilities Deputy Program 

Manager  
  

Khoa Truong  SODO WWTS Project Manager  X  
mano (Emanuel da 
Silva)  

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) Community 
Services  

X  

Bibiana Ocheke-
Ameh  

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) Community 
Services  

X  

Nancy Huizar   Facilitator  X  
Tiffany Sevilla  Facilitation Support  X  
Mark Sharp  Jacobs, Lead Architect  X  
Aaron Luoma  HBB Landscape Architecture, Principal  X 
  
  
Public Comments  
The public is welcome to submit comments for Sounding Board consideration. No comments were 
received as of December 16.  
Contact us if you would like to share your feedback with the Sounding Board:  

• Email dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov  
• Call 206-477-5604  

We will send public comments to the Sounding Board in advance of future meetings. Please note all 
public comments are subject to public records requests.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 
 

mailto:dwetweafacilities@kingcounty.gov
tel:+12064775604
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Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them please 
contact DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Los servicios de interpretación y traducción están 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, comuníquese con 
DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | េ◌សវ បែ្រកបនិងបែ្រកបឣ ចរកបាន្រសមាᶰប់អ្នកគាț្ម នកា᥆រចំ 
ណ យ។ េ◌្រេបើត�វកាțេរគសូមទំន ក់ទំនងមកកាᥚន់ DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免費為您提供

口譯和筆譯服務。如果您需要這些服 務，請聯絡 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | 免费为您

提供口译和笔译服务。如果您需要这些服 务，请联络 DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov | Dịch 
vụ thông dịch và biên dịch được cung cấp miễn phí cho quý vị. Nếu quý vị cần những dịch vụ này, xin 
vui lòng liên hệ với DWetWeaFacilities@kingcounty.gov Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-
5371 or TTY Relay: 711.  
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