
Sending Commercial ​
Septage to King County’s ​
South Treatment ​
Plant

Information for Septage Waste ​
Generators and Pumpers/Haulers
King County Wastewater Treatment Division operates ​a 
septage disposal and treatment facility at the County’s ​
South Treatment Plant in Renton. Septage waste 
generators and pumpers/haulers must get permits 
​based on the source of the wastewater.

South Treatment Plant accepts: 
•	 Domestic septage: Wastewater from a residential  

or commercial bathroom and kitchen
•	 Commercial/non-domestic septage:  

Septage from commercial facilities ​
authorized by the King County ​
Industrial Waste Program 

See inside for application ​and 
approval process.

The King County Industrial Waste Program 
protects workers, as well as local and regional 
wastewater conveyance systems by:

•	 Issuing wastewater discharge approvals 
•	 Conducting inspections of industrial facilities
•	 Sampling wastewater discharge from industrial facilities
•	 Reviewing and approving pretreatment systems 
•	 Tracking compliance for discharge authorizations
•	 Holding facilities that violate requirements accountable
•	 Preserving biosolids quality 

Contact Information & Resources

King County Septage Program ​
Chris Tinnin ​
206-263-569​6 
Email: chris.tinnin@kingcounty.g​ov 
Web: kingcounty.gov/septage-disposal

King County Industrial Waste Program 
206-477-5​300 
Email: info.kciw@kingcounty​.gov 
Web: kingcounty.gov/industrialwaste

Public Health – Seattle & King Cou​nty  
Alex ​Negron 
206-8​48-0759 
Email: anegron@kingco​unty.gov 
Web: kingcounty.gov/septic

Alternative Formats Available: ​
206-477-5371 or TTY Relay: 711
Los servicios de interpretación y traducción 
disponibles para usted sin costo alguno. ​
Si los necesita, comuníquese con ​
info.kciw@kingcounty.gov.
Formatos alternativos disponibles: ​
206-477-5371 o retransmisión TTY: 711
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Septage Program Permit Requirements

Certifications 
and forms

Who needs 
to get this 
permit? 

Who issues 
the permit?

Required ​for 
domestic 
septage?

Required for 
comercial/
non-domestic 
septage?

Renewals and form information Permits, appications ​and 
instructions

Pumper Owner 
Certification Hauler Public 

Health – 
Seattle & 
King County

Yes

Yes – all of the 
certfications ​
and forms ​are 
required.

Renew by December 31 each year.
For step-by-step 

instructions, 
permits, ​and 

paperless 
applications, visit:

kingcounty.gov/
septage-disposal

Pumper 
Employee 
Certification  

Hauler Yes

Annual Septage 
Disposal 
Permit Form  

Hauler 
King County 
Septage ​
Program 

Yes

Septage 
Acceptance 
Application

Generator

King County 
Industrial 
Waste

No Renew every five years from the ​discharge 
authorization issuance date.

Hauled Waste 
Certification

Hauler, with 
information 
provided by 
generator

No

Haulers must bring this form with every load 
that contains commercial waste.
Commercial generators give haulers a copy 
of their KCIW Letter of Authorization to 
help the hauler complete the Hauled Waste 
Certification form.

MAY NEED KCIW APPROVAL

•	 Auto repair 
shops

•	 Beauty salons
•	 Beverage makers
•	 Dry cleaners
•	 Food processors
•	 Furniture makers
•	 Laboratories
•	 Machine shops
•	 Marine vessels

•	 Dental and 
medical offices

•	 Print shops/photo 
processing labs

•	 Junior/senior high 
schools, colleges

•	 Shopping malls, 
warehouse  
complexes,  
business parks

NO KCIW ​APPROVAL 
NEEDED

•	 Athletic facilities
•	 Elementary schools
•	 Childcare facilities
•	 Stand-alone retail shops

Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need KCIW approval for residential septage?
No. All septage from residential sources is considered domestic 
waste so haulers and residential generators do not need to be ​
pre-approved by KCIW.

Why does KCIW sample the hauled waste? 
Sampling incoming loads to:

•	 Identify commercial septage and industries that may need KCIW 
prior approval.

•	 Monitor for pollutants such as heavy metals, industrial solvents, 
and other contaminants that are not allowed.

•	 Check for materials that could harm the bacteria helping to break 
down waste in the treatment process.

•	 Gather data to inform future policy and infrastructure planning.

What should I provide when bringing septage waste ​
from multiple locations?
If your load includes septage waste from multiple sites with 
commercial/non-domestic sources, please provide one Hauled 
Waste Certification form for each approved commercial waste.

Will sampling take extra time?
No. Haulers do not need to plan additional time for sampling. ​King 
County staff will take the sample while you unload. However, for 
commercial waste, please have your Hauled Waste Certification 
form available for review.

What type of commercial septage needs KCIW approval?
Not all septage requires KCIW approval. Here are approval 
requirements for different commercial septage sources:

Please DO NOT bring INDUSTRIAL WASTE,  
GREASE WASTE, or TRASH to the  
South Treatment Plant. 

Need help with your application? 
Reach out to the program(s) listed on the 
back of this brochure for assistance.
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