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 11.01.005  Definitions.  The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 
 A.  "Approved" means in approved in writing by the health officer. 
 B.  "Closure" means the physical securing of a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises so as to bar 
or block passage or entry. 
 C.  "Department" means the Seattle - King County Department of Public Health. 
 D.  "Hazardous chemical" means any substance used in the manufacture of controlled substances 
as defined by chapter 69.50 RCW, hazardous substances as identified by chapter 70.105 RCW and federal 
regulations establishing same, and chapter 246-889 WAC, Pharmaceutical - Precursor Substance Control. 
 E.  "Health hazard" means a condition or situation where, in the opinion of the health officer, disease 
and/or injury potential exists and if unabated may endanger the health of the public. 
 F.  "Health officer" means the director of the department or the director's authorized representative. 
 G.  "Owner of record" means that person or persons who has a lawful right of possession of a 
dwelling, building, vehicle or premises by reason of obtaining it by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, 
inheritance or legal action. 
 H.  "Person" means an individual, firm, association, copartnership, political subdivision, government 
agency, municipality, industry, public or private corporation, or any other entity whatsoever. 
 I.  "Precursor" means a raw material for a controlled substance which becomes part of the finished 
drug product. 
 J.  "Premises" means a tract or parcel of land with or without habitable buildings. 
 K.  "Public nuisance" means any unlawful act or omission to perform a duty, which act or omission 
that: 



   1.  Annoys, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health or safety of others, offends decency 
or unlawfully interferes with, obstructs or tends to obstruct, any lake or navigable river, bay, stream, canal 
or basin or any public park, square, street or highway; or 
   2.  In any way renders other persons insecure in life or in the use of property. 

L.  "Reagent" means any substance used in a chemical reaction to detect, measure, examine or 
produce other substances. 
 M.  "Solvent" means a liquid capable of dissolving another substance. 
 N.  "State" means the state of Washington. 
 O.  "Vehicle" means every device capable of being moved upon a public highway and in, upon or 
by which any persons or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting 
devices moved by human or animal power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 
 P.  "Waived" means waived in writing by the health officer.  (R&R 13-02 § 14, 2013:  R&R 13-02 § 
14, 2013). 
 
 11.01.020  Purpose and policy declared. 
 A.  It is expressly the purpose of this chapter to provide for and promote the health, safety and welfare 
of the general public, and not to create or otherwise establish or designate any particular class or group of 
persons who will or should be especially protected or benefitted by this chapter. 
 B.  It is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of complying with its requirements upon the 
owner of a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises within its scope, and no provision of nor term used in this 
chapter is intended to impose any duty whatsoever upon King County or any of its officers or employees, for 
whom the implementation or enforcement of this chapter shall be discretionary and not mandatory. 
 C.  Nothing in this chapter is intended to be or shall be construed to create or form the basis for any 
liability on the part of King County, or its officers, employees or agents, for any injury or damage resulting from 
the failure of the owner of a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises to comply with this chapter, or by reason or 
in consequence of any act or omission in connection with the implementation or enforcement of this chapter on 
the part of King County by its officers, employees or agents.  (R&R 13-02 § 9, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89). 
 
 11.01.030  Scope.  This chapter provide[s] for the abatement of public health hazards created by the 
storage, use or handling of hazardous chemicals in dwellings, buildings, vehicles or premises except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter.  (R&R 13-02 § 10, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89). 
 
 11.01.040  Applicability.  This chapter shall apply to sites described in BOH 11.01.030.  This chapter 
shall not apply to industrial sites where the manufacturing processes using hazardous chemicals are licensed 
or regulated by state or federal agencies.  (R&R 13-02 § 11, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89). 
 
 11.01.050  Administration.  The health officer may develop guidelines to clarify sections of this chapter 
as needed and make these available for distribution.  Development of the guidelines shall allow for public 
comment.  (R&R 13-02 § 5, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89). 
 
 11.01.060  Access.  The health officer may, in the performance of the health officer's duties and to the 
full extent permitted by law, examine and survey all sites described in BOH 11.01.030 and associated property 
without hindrance.  The owner, the owner's agent and the occupant shall give free access to the health officer 
at all reasonable times when required to do so.  (R&R 13-02 § 13, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89). 
 
 11.01.100  Health hazards prohibited. 
 A.  It is a health hazard for the owner, agent or occupant of any dwelling, building, vehicle, or premises 
to suffer or permit the storing, using or handling of hazardous chemicals classified as precursors, reagents or 
solvents, their containers and all contaminated vessels on the property contrary to the law, or the contamination 
of the property by residue from hazardous chemicals. 
 B.  It Is a health hazard for the owner, agent or occupant of a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises to 
fail to correct any such condition after having been notified by the health officer to do so.  (R&R 45 (part), 3-21-
89.  Formerly BOH 11.10.010). 
 



 11.01.110  Public nuisance declared.  For purposes of this chapter, the board declares, finds and 
determines that the creation or maintenance of a health hazard is a public nuisance.  (R&R 13-02 § 17, 2013:  
R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.10.020). 
 
 11.01.120  Public nuisance prohibited. 
 A.  It is unlawful for any dwelling, building, vehicle or premises to be employed or used as a public 
nuisance.  If it is found to be used or employed as such, it shall be subject to closure. 
 B.  It is unlawful for any person to employ, use, maintain or allow the employment, use or maintenance 
of a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises as a public nuisance. 
 C.  It is unlawful for any person to use or occupy any dwelling, building, vehicle or premises determined 
to be a public nuisance after service of notice has been made pursuant to this chapter, unless this provision is 
waived in writing by the health officer. 
 D.  Any occupant who fails to voluntarily cease to use or occupy a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises 
as required by subsection C. of this section may be assessed civil penalties in accordance with BOH chapter 
1.08.  Any occupant may also be removed but only in accordance with a court order after notice and an 
opportunity to be heard by the court having jurisdiction of any action brought under this chapter.  (R&R 13-02 § 
19, 2013:  R&R 45 (part) 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.10.030). 
 
 11.01.200  Environmental assessment. 
 A.  The department shall coordinate with other applicable agencies in performing an environmental 
assessment of a dwelling, building, vehicle, or premises which has been contaminated by the use, handling or 
storage of hazardous chemicals. 
   1.  The department may ask for assistance from the Washington State Department of Ecology in the 
collection or ground water, surface water, soil, sewage and other samples. 
 B.  If a site is judged to pose long-term environmental or public health threats because of extensive 
contamination, the department may refer it to the Washington State Department of Ecology for investigation and 
possible ranking for clean-up.  (R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.20.010). 
 
 11.01.210  Notification regarding contamination. 
 A.  The department shall notify the owner of record by registered mail of the contamination left from the 
use, storage or handling of hazardous chemicals, the potential exposures from occupying such a dwelling, 
building, vehicle, or premises, and the owner's potential liability from renting to others. 
   1.  It is the duty of the owner of record to notify all future occupants, renters, home purchasers or real 
estate agents of the fact that a property has been used to store, use or handle hazardous chemicals. 
 B.  The department shall notify the public of a dwelling, building, vehicle, or premises which has been 
contaminated by hazardous chemicals by posting the dwelling, building, vehicle or premises with the warning 
sign shown in appendix A. 
 C.  The department shall notify, in writing, any current occupants of a contaminated dwelling, building, 
vehicle, or premises of the potential risks involved with residing therein. 
 D.  When guardians, such as child protective services or relatives, have taken custody of children who 
have lived in a contaminated dwelling, building, vehicle, or premises, they shall be notified of the potential health 
effects of hazardous chemical exposure by the department. 
 E.  If the department determines that contamination to a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises exists, 
a copy or the registered letter sent to the owner of record will be attached to the deed or title of the dwelling, 
building, vehicle or premises.  (R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.20.020). 
 
 11.01.220  Clean-up. 
 A.  Property owners shall be adversed by the department to follow the April, 1988 "Interim Guidelines 
for the Reduction of Contamination in Buildings Used as Methamphetainine Drug Labs" developed by the 
Oregon Department of Human Resources or other guidelines found acceptable by the department. 
 B.  The department shall provide owners with a list of companies skilled in environmental assessment 
and decontamination procedures. 
 C.  The owner of record is financially responsible for the decontamination expenses. 



 D.  The owner of record is responsible for keeping records and documenting decontamination 
procedures and submitting copies to the department. 
 E.  The owner of record is financially responsible for any testing which is necessary to demonstrate the 
presence or absence of hazardous chemicals. 
 F.  Once the department has received verification from the owner of record that appropriate 
decontamination has taken place, and the department has visited the site to assess the thoroughness of the 
cleanup, a second registered letter shall be sent to all affected parties and attached to the deed or title of the 
dwelling, building, vehicle or premises.  This letter will state that: 
   1.  Dwellings, buildings, vehicles and premises cannot currently be certified to be absolutely free of 
chemical contamination nor can be approved as absolutely are for reoccupancy by any government entity. 
   2.  The subject dwelling, building, vehicle or premises has been decontaminated according to current 
acceptable guidelines.  (R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.20.030). 
 
 11.01.300  Enforcement - general provisions. 
 A.  The health officer is authorized to administer and enforce all provisions of this chapter.  Nothing in 
this chapter is meant to limit the health officer's discretion in evaluating and directing compliance with this 
chapter. 
 B.  This chapter and any guidelines developed in accordance with BOH 11.01.050 shall be enforced, in 
accordance with BOH chapter 1.08. 
 C.  If a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises is found to be in violation of this chapter, the health officer 
may enforce any provision of this chapter against the owner of record of the dwelling, building, vehicle or 
premises, whether or not the owner of record had actual knowledge that the dwelling, building, vehicle or 
premises was or had been used to create or maintain a public nuisance through health hazard. 
 D.  If any dwelling, building, vehicle or premises is employed, used or occupied contrary to this chapter, 
the health officer shall give notice in accordance with subsection E. of this section to the owner of record requiring 
the owner, within a reasonable time, to comply with this chapter.  Upon failure to comply with this chapter, the 
health officer may institute appropriate legal action to compel the owner of record of the dwelling, building, vehicle 
or premises to comply with this chapter. 
 E.  Every notice or order in relation to a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises shall be served upon the 
owner of record allowing a specified reasonable time to comply with the notice or order.  However, the posting 
of a copy of such a notice or order in a conspicuous place in or upon the dwelling, building, vehicle or premises, 
and mailing a copy thereof to the owner of record at the owner's last known address, constitutes service of any 
notice or order required by this chapter, unless otherwise provided. 
 F.  It is unlawful for any person, other than the health officer, to remove, destroy, deface, cover or 
conceal any notice or order posted as herein provided, except by written permission of the health officer.  Any 
person who unlawfully removes, destroys, defaces, covers or conceals any notice or order posted by the health 
officer, may be assessed civil penalties in accordance with BOH chapter 1.08. 
 G.  The health officer may extend the time within which to comply with the notice or order and, whenever 
the health officer is satisfied that the health hazard from the dwelling, building, vehicle or premises has ceased 
to exist, or that the property is fit for human occupancy, may revoke the notice or order. 
 H.  If the owner of record is a corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, business or any other similar 
entity, then in that event, the director or directors, trustee or trustees or any member of a joint venture, business 
or similar entity shall be both jointly and severally liable for each and every proceeding that might arise by and 
through enforcement of this chapter. 
 I.  In the event the owner of record fails to abate the public nuisance as directed by the health officer 
under this chapter, the health officer may initiate legal proceedings to abate the nuisance.  In that event, the 
owner of record shall be liable for fees and costs incurred in abating the public nuisance including but not limited 
to actual attorneys' fees and costs.  (R&R 13-02 § 20, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.30.010). 
 
 11.01.310  Closure of public nuisances. 
 A.  In the event the health officer finds that a dwelling, building, vehicle or premises constitutes a public 
nuisance as defined by this chapter, the health officer may order that it be closed. 



 B.1.  The health officer or law enforcement agency are authorized to secure the dwelling, building, 
vehicle or premises against use or occupancy in the event that the owner fails to do so within the time specified 
in BOH 11.01.300.  In the event the health officer secures the property, all costs reasonably incurred by the 
health officer to effect a closure shall be recovered from the owner of record of the dwelling, building, vehicle or 
premises. 
   2.  As used in this subsection, "costs" means those costs actually incurred by the health officer for the 
physical securing of the dwelling, building, vehicle or premises, including, but not limited to, actual attorneys' fees 
and costs and surveillance for continuing security by law enforcement officers.  (R&R 13-02 § 23, 2013:  R&R 
45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.30.020). 
 
 11.01.400  Waivers.  The health officer may, in the health officer's discretion, waive parts of this chapter 
upon a showing by an applicant that a waiver may be made in an individual case without placing the safety or 
health of the public in jeopardy.  (R&R 13-02 § 25, 2013:  R&R 45 (part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.40.010). 
 
 11.01.410  Appeals.  Appeals from any decision by the health officer made under this chapter shall be 
made in accordance with the procedures prescribed in BOH chapter 1.08.  (R&R 13-02 § 27, 2013: R&R 45 
(part), 3-21-89.  Formerly BOH 11.40.020). 
 

11.04 LOCAL HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM'S MANAGEMENT COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE 

 
Sections: 
 11.04.010 Findings and authority. 
 11.04020 Definitions. 
 11.04.030 Consistency with state law. 
 11.04.040 Committee established - membership. 
 11.04.050 Powers of the committee. 
 11.04.060 Fees. 
 
 11.04.010  Findings and authority.  The board of health finds that it is in the interest of the preservation 
and promotion of public health that moderate risk wastes not be commingled with other solid waste nor placed 
into sewage disposal systems through which underground and surface waters may be contaminated.  The board 
finds that enhanced public education and enforcement of existing regulations will reduce the quantity of 
moderate risk wastes entering the regular solid waste stream and sewage disposal systems, and that additional 
funding is required for these enhancements.  The board finds that a regional intergovernmental approach is best 
suited to these enhancements as described in the Local Hazardous Waste Management Plan for Seattle-King 
County. 
 Authority for this chapter is contained in RCW 70.05.060 and 70.95.160.  (R&R 66 §1 (part), 4-2-91.  
Formerly BOH 2.08.010). 
 
 11.04.020 Definitions.  The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 
 A.  "Certified hauler" means a person engaged in the business of solid waste handling having a 
certificate granted by the Washington state Utilities and Transportation Commission for that purpose. 
 B.  "Commercial solid waste collection service unit" or "service unit" means one or more solid waste 
containers of the same size from which solid waste is collected on the same regular or on-call service 
schedule from one site, containing only either compacted or noncompacted solid waste.  The occasional 
collection of solid waste from extra containers of less than or equal to 0.48 cubic yards or ninety-six gallons 
during scheduled service is not a separate service unit. 
 C.  "Commercial ratepayer" means a solid waste collection service ratepayer that is a business, 
nonprofit organization, public agency, school, medical organization or other institution or a multifamily 
residential ratepayer.  For the purposes of this subsection, "multifamily residential ratepayer" means a solid 
waste collection service ratepayer for a residential structure with more than one housing unit, such as a 
multiunit condominium, apartment building or multiplex dwelling. 



 D  "Committee" means the local hazardous waste management program's management 
coordination committee established in BOH 11.04.040. 
 E.  "Department" means the King County department of natural resources and parks . 
 F.  "Landfill" means a disposal facility or part of a facility at which solid waste is placed in or on land 
and that is not a land treatment facility. 
 G.  "Moderate-risk waste" shall have the same meaning as in RCW 70A.300.010. 
 H.  "Passenger licensed vehicle" means any motor vehicle licensed by the state of Washington or 
any other state or governmental entity as a passenger vehicle.  
 I.  "Self hauler" means a vehicle that is neither a passenger licensed vehicle nor a vehicle used by 
a certified hauler in the certified hauler's solid waste handling operations. 
 J.  "Septage" means a semisolid consisting of settled sewage solids combined with varying 
amounts of water and dissolved materials generated from a septic tank system. 
 K.  "Sewage" means any liquid or liquid-borne waste from the ordinary living processes, liquid or 
liquid-borne waste that contains animal or vegetable matter in suspension or solution or liquid or liquid-
borne waste that contains chemical in suspension or solution, and that may be lawfully discharged into a 
public sanitary sewer. 
 L.  "Single-family residential ratepayer" means a solid waste collection service ratepayer for a 
single-family dwelling. 
 M.  "Solid waste" means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid and semisolid wastes, including, 
but not limited to, garbage, rubbish, ashes, industrial wastes, infectious waste, swill, demolition and 
construction wastes, abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, discarded commodities, or contaminated 
excavated solid or fills material.  "Solid waste" includes all liquid, solid and semisolid materials that are not 
the primary products of public or private, industrial, commercial, mining and agricultural operations, except 
that, for the purposes of this section, "solid waste" does not include source-separated recyclable materials. 
 N.  "Suburban city" means an incorporated city or town whose boundaries include territory within 
King County and who has entered into a solid waste interlocal agreement with King County in accordance 
with K.C.C. 10.08.020. 
 O.  "Transfer station" means a staffed, fixed, supplemental collection and transportation facility 
used by persons and route collection vehicles to deposit collected solid waste from off-site into a larger 
transfer vehicle for transport to a permanent disposal site. 
 P.  "Wastewater" means liquid-borne waste from residences, buildings, industrial and commercial 
establishments, animal operations, or other places, including but not limited to sewage, greywater, process 
water, cooling water, contaminated stormwater, and leachate from solid waste facilities, together with such 
groundwater infiltration and inflow as might be present.  (R&R 23-01 § 1, 2023:  R&R 14-03 § 1, 2014:  R&R 
13-02 § 3, 2013). 
 
 11.04.030  Consistency with state law.  Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the words and 
phrases used in this title shall be construed so as to make it consistent with chapter 70A.300 RCW ("Hazardous 
Waste Management"), and with applicable rules and regulations promulgated thereunder.  (R&R 23-01 § 2, 
2023:  R&R 03-02 § 4, 1-24-2003: R&R 66 § 1 (part), 4-2-91.  Formerly BOH 2.08.075). 
 
 11.04.040  Committee established - membership.  The local hazardous waste management 
program’s management coordination committee is hereby established. The committee shall be composed of 
five members: 
 A.  The manager of the King County department of natural resources and parks solid waste division or 
the manager’s designee; 
 B.  The general manager and chief executive officer of city of Seattle Public Utilities or the manager’s 
designee; 
 C.  A representative appointed by the Sound Cities Association; 
 D.  The manager of the King County department of natural resources and parks water and land 
resources division or the manager’s designee; and 
 E.  The director of public health - Seattle & King County or the director's designee.  (R&R 23-01 § 3, 
2023:  R&R 13-02 § 5, 2013:  R&R 03-02 § 5, 1-24-2003: R&R 66 § 1 (part), 4-2-91.  Formerly BOH 2.08.080). 
 
 11.04.050  Powers of the committee. 



 A.1.  The committee shall be responsible for accepting and recommending a management plan and 
budget for: 
     a.  the reduction of moderate risk waste generation, its entry into the solid waste stream, entry into 
the liquid waste (wastewater) stream, into storm drainage or surface waters, and evaporation into the air; and 
     b.  the protection and enhancement of public health and environmental quality in King County by the 
reduction of the threat posed by the production, use storage and disposal of hazardous materials. 
   2.  The management coordination committee shall develop an annual plan and budget and reach 
agreement on it through consensus of the entire committee.  Lacking a consensus, a majority and a minority 
report will be forwarded to the King County Board of Health. 
 B.  The committee shall recommend contracts with the city of Seattle, suburban cities, sewer district or 
other governments or entities located entirely or partially within King County, and King County, to implement 
portions of the management plan, in consideration of sums collected under BOH 11.04.060. 
 C.  The committee shall develop an annual plan and budget for implementation of BOH chapter 11.50 
and reach agreement on it through consensus of the entire committee.  Lacking a consensus, a majority and a 
minority report shall be forwarded to the King County Board of Health.  The committee shall recommend 
contracts or interagency agreements to implement portions of the plan.  (R&R 23-01 § 4, 2023:  R&R 13-03 § 
19, 2013: R&R 11-02, § 1, 2011:  R&R 03-02 § 6, 1-24-2003:  R&R 66 § 1 (part), 4-2-91.  Formerly BOH 
2.08.085). 
 
 11.04.060  Fees. 
 The following fees are established to provide funds for contracts authorized by BOH 11.04.050: 
 A.  Each private and public entity that bills for solid waste collection services shall pay an amount 
equivalent to one dollar and four cents per month for each single-family residential ratepayer in King County. 
 B.  Each private and public entity that bills for solid waste collection services shall pay an amount 
equivalent to the fee set forth in Table 11.04-1 per month for each commercial solid waste collection service unit. 

Table 11.04-1 
Local Hazardous Waste Management Fees for Commercial Ratepayers 

Size of Container or Containers in Service Unit Fee Amount per Service Unit 
Less than or equal to 0.48 cubic yards or 96 gallons $1.80 per month 
Greater than 0.48 cubic yards or 96 gallons and less 
than10 cubic yards 

$14.82 per month 

Greater than or equal to10 cubic yards $56.96 per month 
 C.  Each operator of a wastewater treatment plant serving more than fifty customers shall pay an amount 
equivalent to fifty-six dollars and fifty-one cents per million gallons of wastewater treated. 
 D.  For each self-haul load of solid waste brought to a transfer station or landfill: 
   1.  The transfer station or landfill operator shall pay two dollars and twenty-three cents for each self-
haul load of solid waste that qualifies for the minimum solid waste disposal fee; and 
   2.  The transfer station or landfill operator shall pay five dollars and eighty-four cents per ton for each 
self-haul load of solid waste that qualifies for the per-ton solid waste disposal fee. 
 E.  All payments shall be based on actual performance data for the billing period. 
 F.  All fees shall be billed and remitted to the department on a quarterly basis for deposit into the local 
hazardous waste fund.  All payments shall be due forty-five days after receipt of bill. 
 G.  Each private and public entity that bills for solid waste collection services shall provide an annual 
report of accounts and services to the local hazardous waste management program's management coordination 
committee.  (R&R 23-01 § 5, 2023:  R&R 18-03 § 1, 2018:  R&R 14-03 § 2, 2014:  R&R 11-02, § 3, 2011:  R&R 
05-02 §§ 1-4, 5-20-2005:  R&R 66 amdt. § 2, 10-3-94:  R&R 66 § 1 (part), 4-2-91.  Formerly BOH 2.08.090). 
 

11.50 KING COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH SECURE MEDICINE RETURN REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 
 11.50.005 Suspension. 
 11.50.010 Short title. 



 11.50.020 Purpose and scope of chapter. 
 11.50.030 Definitions. 
 11.50.040 Stewardship plans - participation. 
 11.50.050 Stewardship plans - components. 
 11.50.060 Stewardship plans - collection of covered drugs. 
 11.50.070 Stewardship plans - promotion. 
 11.50.080 Stewardship plans - disposal of covered drugs. 
 11.50.090 Stewardship plans - administrative and operational costs and fees. 
 11.50.100 Stewardship plans - reporting requirements. 
 11.50.110 Stewardship plans - lists of producers. 
 11.50.120 Stewardship plans - review of proposed plans. 
 11.50.130 Stewardship plans - prior approval for change. 
 11.50.140 Stewardship plans - enforcement - penalties. 
 11.50.150 Stewardship plans - rules, performance standards and report. 
 11.50.160 Plan review and annual operating fees. 
 
 11.50.005  Suspension.  Due to the enactment Chapter 196, Laws of Washington 2008, and 
Chapter 155, Laws of Washington 2021, providing for a statewide system of regulation for the safe and 
secure collection and disposal of medicines through drug take-back programs operated and funded by drug 
manufacturers and administered by the state of Washington Department of Health, the operation and effect 
of this chapter is suspended until such time that the state ceases to provide that service.  (R&R 21-02 § 2, 
2021). 
 
 11.50.010  Short title.  This chapter may be cited and referred to, and shall be known as, the King 
County Board of Health Secure Medicine Return Regulations.  (R&R 13-03 § 3, 2013). 
 
 11.50.020  Purpose and scope of chapter. 
 A.  This chapter is enacted as an exercise of the Board of Health powers of King County to protect 
and preserve the public health, safety and welfare.  Its provisions shall be liberally construed for the ac-
complishment of these purposes.  This chapter governs the protection of human health and safety against 
the improper handling and disposal of leftover or expired medicines. 
 B.  It is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of complying with its requirements upon 
drug producers and other persons designated by this chapter within its scope, and any provision of or term 
used in this chapter is not intended to impose any duty whatsoever upon King County or any of its officers 
or employees, for whom the implementation or enforcement of this chapter shall be discretionary and not 
mandatory.  (R&R 13-03 § 4, 2013). 
 
 11.50.030  Definitions.  The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 
 A.  "Collector" means a person that gathers unwanted covered drugs from covered entities for the 
purpose of collection, transportation and disposal. 
 B.1.  "Covered drug" means a drug sold in any form and used by covered entities, including pre-
scription, nonprescription, brand name and generic drugs. 
   2.  "Covered drug" does not include: 
     a.  vitamins or supplements; 
     b.  herbal-based remedies and homeopathic drugs, products or remedies; 
     c.  cosmetics, shampoos, sunscreens, toothpaste, lip balm, antiperspirants or other personal 
care products that are regulated as both cosmetics and nonprescription drugs under the federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (Title 21 U.S.C. Chapter 9); 
     d.  Drugs for which producers provide a pharmaceutical product stewardship or take-back pro-
gram as part of a federal food and drug administration managed risk evaluation and mitigation strategy 
(Title 21 U.S.C. Sec. 355-1); 
     e.  Drugs that are biological products as defined by 21 C.F.R. 600.3(h) as it exists on the effective 
date of this rule if the producer already provides a pharmaceutical product stewardship or take-back pro-
gram; 



     f.  Medical devices, their component parts or accessories, or a covered drug contained in or on 
medical devices or their component parts or accessories; and 
     g.  Pet pesticide products contained in pet collars, powders, shampoos, topical applications, or 
other forms. 
 C.  "Covered entities" means residents of King County, including individuals living in single and 
multiple family residences and other residential settings, and including other nonbusiness sources of pre-
scription and nonprescription drugs that are unused, unwanted, disposed of or abandoned by residents as 
identified by the director.  "Covered entities" does not include business generators of pharmaceutical waste, 
such as hospitals, clinics, doctor's offices, veterinarian clinics, pharmacies, or airport security and law en-
forcement drug seizures. 
 D.  "Director" means the director of the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health or the 
director's duly authorized representative. 
 E.  "Drug wholesaler" means a corporation, individual or other entity that buys drugs or devices for 
resale and distribution to corporations, individuals or entities other than consumers. 
 F.  "Drugs" means: 
   1.  Articles recognized in the official United States pharmacopoeia, the official national formulary, 
the official homeopathic pharmacopoeia of the United States or any supplement of the formulary or those 
pharmacopoeias as published by the U.S. Pharmacopeial Convention and the Homeopathic Pharmaco-
poeia Convention of the United States; 
   2.  Substances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment or prevention of dis-
ease in humans or other animals; 
   3.  Substances, other than food, intended to affect the structure or any function of the body of 
humans or other animals; or 
   4.  Substances intended for use as a component of any substances specified in 1., 2. or 3. of this 
subsection, but not including medical devices, their component parts or accessories, or a covered drug 
contained in or on medical devices or their component parts or accessories. 
 G.  "Independent stewardship plan" means a plan other than the standard stewardship plan for the 
collection, transportation and disposal of unwanted covered drugs that: 
   1.  May be proposed by a producer or group of producers; and 
   2.  If approved, is financed, developed and implemented by the participating producer or group of 
producers, and operated by the participating producer or group of producers or a stewardship organization. 
 H.  "Local hazardous waste management program" means the King County local hazardous waste 
management program identified in BOH 2.08.080. 
 I.  "Manufacture" means "manufacture" as defined in RCW 18.64.011 that is the production, prep-
aration, propagation, compounding or processing of a drug or other substance or device or the packaging 
or repackaging of the substance or device, or the labeling or relabeling of the commercial container of such 
substance or device, but does not include the activities of a practitioner who, as an incident to his or her 
administration or dispensing such substance or device in the course of his or her professional practice, 
prepares, compounds, packages, or labels such substance or device. 
 J.  "Manufacturer" means a person, corporation or other entity engaged in the manufacture of drugs 
or devices, as defined in RCW 18.64.011. 
 K.  "Mail-back services" means a collection method for the return of  unwanted covered drugs from 
covered entities utilizing prepaid and preaddressed mailing envelopes. 
 L.  "Nonprescription drug" means a drug that may be lawfully sold without a prescription. 
 M.  "Person" means a firm, sole proprietorship, corporation, limited liability company, general part-
nership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, association, cooperative or other entity of any kind 
or nature. 
 N.  "Pharmacy" means a place licensed by the state of Washington board of pharmacy where the 
practice of pharmacy, as defined in RCW 18.64.011, is conducted. 
 O.  "Prescription drug" means any drugs, including controlled substances, that are required by an 
applicable federal or state law or regulation to be dispensed by prescription only or are restricted to use by 
practitioners only. 
 P.  "Producer" means a manufacturer that is engaged in the manufacture of a covered drug sold in 
or into King County, including a brand-name or generic drug.  "Producer" does not include: 
   1.  A retailer whose store label appears on a covered drug or the drug's packaging if the manu-
facturer from whom the retailer obtains the drug is identified under section 6.C. of this rule; 



   2.  A pharmacist who compounds a prescribed individual drug product for a consumer; or 
   3. A wholesaler who is not also a manufacturer. 
 Q.  "Retail pharmacy" means a pharmacy licensed by the state of Washington board of pharmacy 
for retail sale and dispensing of drugs. 
 R.  "Standard stewardship plan" means the plan for the collection, transportation and disposal of 
unwanted covered drugs that is: 
   1.  Financed, developed, implemented and participated in by producers; 
   2.  Operated by the participating producers or a stewardship organization; and 
   3.  Approved as the standard stewardship plan.  
 S.  "Stewardship organization" means an organization designated by a producer or group of pro-
ducers to act as an agent on behalf of each producer to develop and implement and operate the standard 
stewardship plan or an independent stewardship plan. 
 T.  “Unincorporated community service area” means any of the areas established under King 
County Ordinances 17139 and 17415. 
 U.  "Unwanted covered drug" means any covered drug no longer wanted by its owner, that: 
   1.  Has been abandoned or discarded; or 
   2.  Is intended to be discarded by its owner.  (R&R 13-03 § 5, 2013). 
 
 11.50.040  Stewardship plans - participation. 
 A.  Each producer shall participate in the standard stewardship plan approved by the director, ex-
cept that a producer may individually, or with a group of producers, form and participate in an independent 
stewardship plan if approved by the director. 
 B.  The standard stewardship plan and any independent stewardship plan shall be approved by the 
director before collecting unwanted covered drugs.  Once approved, stewardship plans must have prior 
written approval of the director for proposed changes as described under BOH 11.50.130. 
 C.  By six months after the date of adoption of this rule, or by six months after a producer initiates 
sale of a covered drug in or into King County, a producer shall notify the director in writing of the producer's 
intent to participate in the standard stewardship plan or to form and participate in an independent steward-
ship plan.  A retailer whose store label appears on a covered drug or the drug's packaging must notify the 
director of intent to participate or provide written notification that the manufacturer from whom the retailer 
obtains the drug has provided its notice of intent to participate. 
 D.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan shall: 
   1.  By nine months after this rule is adopted, identify in writing to the director a plan operator, 
including the plan operator's telephone, mailing address and email contact information, who is authorized 
to be the official point of contact for the stewardship plan; 
   2.a.  By nine months after this rule is adopted, notify all retail pharmacies and law enforcement 
agencies in the county of the opportunity to participate as a drop-off site in accordance with BOH 
11.50.060.A. and E., and provide a process for forming an agreement between the plan and interested 
collectors; and 
     b.  annually thereafter, make the same notification to any nonparticipating or new retail pharma-
cies or law enforcement agencies in the county; 
   3.  By one year after this rule is adopted, submit a proposed stewardship plan as described in 
BOH 11.50.050 to the director for review; 
   4.  Within three months after the director's approval of the stewardship plan, operate or participate 
in a stewardship plan in accordance with this chapter; 
   5. At least every four years after each plan initiates operations, submit an updated plan to the 
director explaining any substantive changes to components of the stewardship plan required in BOH 
11.50.050, and accompanied by the review fee in accordance with BOH 11.50.160  The director shall review 
updated stewardship plans using the process described in BOH 11.50.120; and 
   6.  Pay all administrative and operational costs and fees associated with their stewardship plan 
as required under BOH 11.50.090 and 11.50.160. 
 E.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan may: 
   1.  Enter into contracts and agreements with stewardship organizations, other service providers, 
or other entities as necessary, useful or convenient to provide all or portions of their stewardship plan; 



   2.  Notify the director of any producer selling covered drugs in or into the county that is failing to 
participate in a stewardship plan; and 
   3.  Perform any other functions as may be necessary or proper to provide the stewardship plan 
and to fulfill any or all of the purposes for which the plan is organized. 
 F.  After the first full year of operation of the approved standard stewardship plan, a producer or 
group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan may notify the director in writing of intent 
to form an independent stewardship plan, and identify a plan operator, including the plan operator's tele-
phone, mailing address and email contact information, who is authorized to be the official point of contact 
for the proposed independent stewardship plan.  Within three months of such notification, the producer or 
group of producers may submit a proposed independent stewardship plan as described under 
BOH11.50.050 to the director for review. 
 G.  The director may approve in writing extensions to later dates for the submission dates and 
deadlines in this section. 
 H.  After presenting official credentials and providing notice of an audit or inspection to determine 
compliance with this chapter or to investigate a complaint, the director may audit a producer's, group of 
producers' or stewardship organization's records related to a stewardship plan or request that the producer, 
group of producers or stewardship organization arrange for the director to inspect at reasonable times a 
stewardship plan's or a collector's facilities, vehicles and equipment used in carrying out the stewardship 
plan.  (R&R 13-03 § 6, 2013). 
 
 11.50.050  Stewardship plans - components.  The standard stewardship plan or any independent 
stewardship plan, which must be submitted and reviewed according to BOH 11.50.120, shall include: 
 A.  Contact information for all drug producers participating in the stewardship plan; 
 B.  A description of the proposed collection system to provide convenient ongoing collection service 
for all unwanted covered drugs from covered entities in compliance with the provisions and requirements 
in BOH 11.50.060, including a list of all collection methods and participating collectors, a list of drop-off 
locations, a description of how periodic collection events will be scheduled and located if applicable, a 
description of how mail-back services will be provided and an example of the prepaid, preaddressed mailers 
to be utilized.  The description shall include a list of retail pharmacies and law enforcement agencies con-
tacted by the plan under BOH 11.50.040.D.2., and a list of all collectors who offered to participate; 
 C.  A description of the handling and disposal system, including identification of and contact infor-
mation for collectors, transporters and waste disposal facilities to be used by the stewardship plan in ac-
cordance with BOH 11.50.060 and 11.50.080; 
 D.  A description of the policies and procedures to be followed by persons handling unwanted 
covered drugs collected under the stewardship plan, including a description of how all collectors, transport-
ers and waste disposal facilities utilized will ensure the collected, unwanted covered drugs are safely and 
securely tracked from collection through final disposal, and how all entities participating in the stewardship 
plan will operate under all applicable federal and state laws, rules and guidelines, including those of the 
United States Drug Enforcement Administration, and how any pharmacy collection site will operate under 
applicable rules and guidelines of the state of Washington Board of Pharmacy; 
 E.  A description of how patient information on drug packaging will be kept secure during: collection; 
transportation; and recycling or disposal; 
 F.  A description of the public education effort and promotion strategy required in section 9 of this 
rule, including a copy of standardized instructions for residents, signage developed for collectors and re-
quired promotional materials; 
 G.  A proposal on the short-term and long-term goals of the stewardship plan for collection amounts, 
education and promotion; and 
 H.  A description of how the stewardship plan will consider: 
   1.  Use of existing providers of waste pharmaceutical services; 
   2.  Separating covered drugs from packaging to the extent possible to reduce transportation and 
disposal costs; and  
   3.  Recycling of drug packaging to the extent feasible.  (R&R 13-03 § 7 2013). 
 
 11.50.060  Stewardship plans - collection of covered drugs. 
 A.  This chapter does not require any person to serve as a collector in a stewardship plan.  A person 
may offer to serve as a collector voluntarily, or may agree to serve as a collector in exchange for incentives 



or payment offered by a producer, group of producers or stewardship organization.  Collectors may include 
law enforcement, pharmacies, mail-back services or other entities, operating in accordance with state and 
federal laws and regulations for the handling of covered drugs, including those of the United States Drug 
Enforcement Administration, and in compliance with this chapter.  A pharmacy collection site shall operate 
under applicable rules and guidelines of the state of Washington Board of Pharmacy. 
 B.  The collection system shall be convenient on an ongoing, year-round basis to adequately serve 
the needs of covered entities and shall be designed in consideration of equitable opportunities for all King 
County residents for the safe and convenient return of unwanted covered drugs, in accordance with this 
section. 
 C.  The collection system for all unwanted covered drugs shall be safe and secure, including pro-
tection of patient information on drug packaging. 
 D.1.  The service convenience goal for the standard stewardship plan and any independent stew-
ardship plan is a system of drop-off sites distributed to provide reasonably convenient and equitable access 
for all residents in incorporated and unincorporated areas of the county. 
   2.  In establishing and operating a stewardship plan, a producer, group of producers or steward-
ship organization shall give preference to having retail pharmacies and law enforcement agencies serve as 
drop-off sites.  A stewardship plan shall include, as collectors, any retail pharmacy or any law enforcement 
agency willing voluntarily to serve as a drop-off site for unwanted covered drugs and able to meet the 
requirements of this chapter within three months of their offer to participate, unless the collector requests a 
longer time frame.  A producer or group of producers establishing and operating a stewardship plan may 
also accept other collectors willing to serve as a drop-off site for unwanted covered drugs and able to meet 
the requirements of this chapter. 
   3.  The system of drop-off sites shall provide in every city, town, or unincorporated community 
service area with a pharmacy or law enforcement facility, one drop-off site and a minimum of at least one 
additional drop-off site for every thirty thousand residents, geographically distributed to provide reasonably 
convenient and equitable access. 
   4.  If the service convenience goal in 3. of this subsection cannot be achieved by the standard 
stewardship plan or any independent stewardship plan due to a lack of drop-off sites at pharmacies, law 
enforcement agencies or other qualified collectors in specific areas of the county, then those areas shall be 
served through periodic collection events or mail-back services, or a combination of these collection meth-
ods. 
 E.  Drop-off sites shall accept covered drugs from covered entities during all hours that the retail 
pharmacy, law enforcement agency, or other collector is normally open for business with the public.  Drop-
off sites shall utilize secure drop boxes in compliance with all applicable requirements of the United States 
Drug Enforcement Administration and the state of Washington Board of Pharmacy. 
 F.  Mail-back services shall be free of charge, and shall be made available to differentially-abled 
and home bound residents upon request through the stewardship plan's toll-free telephone number and 
web site, and through distribution of prepaid, preaddressed mailers to persons providing services to such 
residents, and may also be utilized as a collection method according to subsection D.4. of this section. 
 G.  Periodic collection events, if utilized as a collection method according to subsection D.4. of this 
section, must be arranged with law enforcement personnel through voluntary agreements, and shall be 
conducted in compliance with United States Drug Enforcement Administration protocols, any additional 
requirements of participating law enforcement agencies, and in compliance with this chapter.  (R&R 13-03 
§ 8, 2013). 
 
 11.50.070  Stewardship plans - promotion. 
 A.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan shall: 
   1.  Promote the use of their stewardship plan so that collection options for covered drugs are 
widely understood by residents, pharmacists, retailers of covered drugs and health care practitioners in-
cluding doctors and other prescribers, and promote the safe storage of covered drugs by residents before 
secure disposal through their stewardship plan; 
   2.  Work with collectors participating in their stewardship plan to develop clear, standardized in-
structions for residents on the use of drop boxes and a readily recognizable, consistent design of drop 
boxes.  The local hazardous waste management program may provide guidance to producers and collec-
tors on the development of the instructions and design; 



   3.  Establish a toll-free telephone number and web site where collection options and current loca-
tions of drop-off sites will be publicized and prepare educational and outreach materials promoting safe 
storage of medicines and describing where and how to return unwanted covered drugs to the stewardship 
plan.  These materials must be provided to pharmacies, health care facilities and other interested parties 
for dissemination to residents.   Plain language and explanatory images should be utilized to make use of 
medicine collection services readily understandable by all residents, including individuals with limited Eng-
lish proficiency.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or any 
independent stewardship plan shall coordinate these promotional activities to ensure that residents can 
easily identify, understand and access the collection services provided by any stewardship plan; 
   4.  Annually evaluate the effectiveness of its outreach and stewardship plan activities; and 
   5.  Conduct a survey of residents of King County and a survey of pharmacists and health profes-
sionals in the county who interact with patients on use of medicines after the first full year of operation of 
the plan, and again after five and nine years of operation.  Survey questions shall measure percent aware-
ness of the stewardship plan, assess to what extent drop-off sites and other collection methods are con-
venient and easy to use, and assess knowledge and attitudes about risks of abuse, poisonings and 
overdoses from prescription and nonprescription medicines used in the home.  Draft survey questions shall 
be submitted to the director for review and comment at least thirty days prior to initiation of the survey.  
Results of the survey shall be reported to the director and made available to the public on the stewardship 
plan's website. 
 B.  The local hazardous waste management program shall: 
   1.  Promote the use of stewardship plans and the plans' toll-free telephone numbers and web sites 
through their standard educational methods; 
   2.  Provide sample educational materials for use by pharmacies, law enforcement agencies, 
health care providers and local government agencies in the county; 
   3.  Conduct educational outreach to targeted populations and groups as informed by survey re-
sults and other research indicators; and 
   4.  Assume the costs of developing and providing promotional and educational materials under 
this subsection.  (R&R 13-03 § 9, 2013). 
 
 11.50.080  Stewardship plans - disposal of covered drugs. 
 A.  Covered drugs collected under a stewardship plan must be disposed of at a permitted hazard-
ous waste disposal facility as defined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under 40 
C.F.R. parts 264 and 265. 
 B.  The director may grant approval for a producer or group of producers participating in the stand-
ard stewardship plan or an independent stewardship plan to dispose of some or all collected covered drugs 
at a permitted large municipal waste combustor, as defined by the United States environmental protection 
agency under 40 C.F.R. parts 60 and 62, if use of a hazardous waste disposal facility described under 
subsection A. of this section is deemed not feasible for the stewardship plan based on cost, logistics or 
other considerations. 
 C.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan may petition the director for approval to use final disposal technologies that provide 
superior environmental and human health protection than provided by the disposal technologies in subsec-
tions A. and B. of this section, or equivalent protection at lesser cost.  The proposed technology must 
provide equivalent or superior protection in each of the following areas: 
   1.  Monitoring of any emissions or waste; 
   2.  Worker health and safety; 
   3.  Air, water or land emissions contributing to persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic pollution; 
and 
   4.  Overall impact to the environment and human health.  (R&R 13-03 § 10, 2013). 
 
 11.50.090  Stewardship plans - administrative and operational costs and fees. 
 A.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan shall pay all administrative and operational costs related to their stewardship plan, 
except as provided under this section.  Administrative and operational costs related to the stewardship plan 
include: 
   1.  Collection and transportation supplies for each drop-off site; 



   2.  Purchase of all secure drop boxes for drop-off sites in any independent stewardship plan; 
   3.  Purchase of additional secure drop boxes needed for drop-off sites in the standard stewardship 
plan beyond the four hundred provided under subsection B. of this section; 
   4.  Ongoing maintenance or replacement of secure drop boxes, as requested by collectors; 
   5.  Prepaid, preaddressed mailers provided to differentially-abled and home bound residents, and 
to specific areas of the county if utilized; 
   6.  Operating periodic collection events if utilized, including costs of law enforcement staff time if 
necessary; 
   7.  Transportation of all collected pharmaceuticals to final disposal, including costs of law enforce-
ment escort if necessary; 
   8.  Environmentally sound disposal of all collected pharmaceuticals under BOH 11.50.080; and 
   9.  Program promotion under BOH 11.50.070. 
 B.   The local hazardous waste management program shall ensure the provision of up to four hun-
dred secure drop boxes for retail pharmacies and law enforcement agencies willing to participate as drop-
off sites for the standard stewardship plan.  Collectors who leave the standard stewardship plan for any 
reason are encouraged to donate the secure drop box to the standard stewardship plan.  Producers partic-
ipating in the standard stewardship plan shall retrieve drop boxes from collectors as requested. 
 C.  No person or producer may charge a specific point-of-sale fee to consumers to recoup the costs 
of their stewardship plan, nor may they charge a specific point-of-collection fee at the time the covered 
drugs are collected from covered entities. 
 D.  Producers are not required to pay for costs of staff time at drop-off sites provided by collectors 
volunteering for a stewardship plan.  (R&R 13-03 § 11, 2013). 
 
 11.50.100  Stewardship plans - reporting requirements. 
 A.  Within six months after the end of the first twelve-month period of operation, and annually there-
after, the plan operator of the standard stewardship plan and of any independent stewardship plan shall 
submit a report to the director on behalf of participating producers describing their plan's activities during 
the previous reporting period to comply with this chapter.  The report must include: 
   1.  A list of producers participating in the stewardship plan; 
   2.  The amount, by weight, of unwanted covered drugs collected, including the amount by weight 
from each collection method used; 
   3.  A list of drop-off locations, the number of mailers provided for differentially-abled and home 
bound residents, locations where mailers were provided, if applicable, dates and locations of collection 
events held, if applicable, transporters used and the disposal facility or facilities used; 
   4.  Whether any safety or security problems occurred during collection, transportation or disposal 
of unwanted covered drugs during the reporting period and, if so, what changes have or will be made to 
policies, procedures or tracking mechanisms to alleviate the problem and to improve safety and security in 
the future; 
   5.  A description of the public education, outreach and evaluation activities implemented during 
the reporting period; 
   6.  A description of how collected packaging was recycled to the extent feasible, including the 
recycling facility or facilities used; 
   7.  A summary of the stewardship plan's goals, the degree of success in meeting those goals in 
the past year and, if any goals have not been met, what effort will be made to achieve the goals in the next 
year; and 
   8.  The total expenditure of the stewardship plan during the reporting period. 
 B.  The director shall make reports submitted under this section available to the public. 
 C.  For the purposes of this section, "reporting period" means the period from January 1 through 
December 31 of the same calendar year, unless otherwise specified to the plan operator by the director.  
(R&R 13-03 § 12, 2013). 
 
 11.50.110  Stewardship plans -lists of producers of covered drugs.  Beginning sixty days after 
the date of adoption of this rule, each drug wholesaler that sells any covered drug in or into the county must 
provide a list of producers of covered drugs to the local hazardous waste management program in a form 
agreed upon with the director.  Wholesalers must update the list by January 15 each year.  (R&R 13-03 § 
13, 2013). 



 
 11.50.120  Stewardship plans - review of proposed plans. 
 A.  By one year June 20, 2013, a producer, group of producers or stewardship organization partic-
ipating in the standard stewardship plan or any independent stewardship plan shall submit its proposed 
stewardship plan to the director for review, accompanied by the plan review fee in accordance with BOH 
11.50.160.  The director may upon request provide consultation and technical assistance about the require-
ments of this chapter to assist a producer, group of producers or stewardship organization in developing its 
proposed plan. 
 B.  The director shall review the proposed stewardship plan and determine whether the proposed 
plan meets the requirements of BOH 11.50.050 and other applicable sections of this rule.  In reviewing a 
proposed stewardship plan, the director shall provide opportunity for written public comment and consider 
any comments received. 
 C.  After the review under subsection B. of this section and within ninety days after receipt of the 
proposed stewardship plan, the director shall either approve or reject the proposed stewardship plan in 
writing to a producer, group of producers or stewardship organization and, if rejected, provide reasons for 
rejection. 
 D.  If the proposed stewardship plan is rejected, a producer, group of producers or stewardship 
organization must submit a revised stewardship plan to the director within sixty days after receiving written 
notice of the rejection.  The director shall review and approve or reject a revised stewardship plan as pro-
vided under subsections B. and C. of this section. 
 E.1.  If the director rejects a revised stewardship plan, or any subsequently revised plan, the director 
shall deem the producer or group of producers out of compliance with this chapter and subject to the en-
forcement provisions in this chapter. 
   2.  If the revised standard stewardship plan is rejected, the director may, in the director's discre-
tion, require the submission of a further revised standard stewardship plan or develop and impose changes 
to some or all components of the rejected plan to constitute an approved standard stewardship plan.  If the 
director imposes some or all of the approved plan, the director may not deem the producers participating 
in and complying with the approved standard stewardship plan in accordance with this chapter out of com-
pliance with this chapter. 
   3.  If a revised independent stewardship plan is rejected, the producer or group of producers 
submitting the independent stewardship plan shall participate in the standard stewardship plan and are not 
eligible to propose an independent stewardship plan for six months after the rejection.  The director may 
not deem out of compliance with this chapter a producer whose revised independent stewardship plan is 
rejected if the producer participates in and complies with the standard stewardship plan. 
 F.  In approving a proposed stewardship plan, the director may exercise reasonable discretion to 
waive strict compliance with the requirements of this chapter that apply to producers in order to achieve the 
objectives of this chapter. 
 G.  The director shall make all stewardship plans submitted under this section available to the 
public.  (R&R 13-03 § 14, 2013). 
 
 11.50.130  Stewardship plans - prior approval for change. 
 A.  Proposed changes to an approved stewardship plan that substantively alter plan operations, 
including, but not limited to, changes to participating manufacturers, collection methods, achievement of 
the service convenience goal, policies and procedures for handling covered drugs, education and promo-
tion methods or disposal facilities, must have prior written approval of the director. 
 B.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or any inde-
pendent stewardship plan shall submit to the director any proposed change to a stewardship plan as de-
scribed under subsection A. of this section in writing at least thirty days before the change is scheduled to 
occur and accompanied by the review fee in accordance with BOH 11.50.160. 
 C.   The plan operator of an approved stewardship plan shall notify the director at least fifteen days 
before implementing any changes to drop-off site locations, methods for scheduling and locating periodic 
collection events or methods for distributing prepaid, preaddressed mailers, that do not substantively alter 
achievement of the service convenience goal under BOH 11.50.060.D., or other changes that do not sub-
stantively alter plan operations under subsection A. of this section.  (R&R 13-03 § 15, 2013). 
 
 11.50.140.  Stewardship plans - enforcement - penalties. 



 A.  The director shall send a written warning and a copy of this chapter and any rules adopted to 
implement this chapter to a producer who is not participating in the standard stewardship plan or an inde-
pendent stewardship plan as required under this chapter.  The warning shall state that participation in a 
plan is required and warn of penalties for noncompliance. 
 B.  A producer not participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independent stewardship 
plan and whose covered drug continues to be sold in or into the county sixty days after receiving a written 
warning from the director may be assessed a penalty under subsections D. and E. of this section. 
 C.  If the director determines that a stewardship plan is not in compliance with this chapter or its 
plan approved under BOH 11.50.120, the director may send the producer or group of producers participat-
ing in the plan a written warning stating the plan is in noncompliance, providing notice of the compliance 
requirements and warning of penalties for noncompliance.  The producer or group of producers has thirty 
days after receipt of the notice to achieve compliance.  If the stewardship plan is not in compliance after 
thirty days, the director may assess a penalty under subsections D. and E. of this section.  This subsection 
does not preclude the director from suspending an approved plan if a violation of this chapter or an approved 
plan creates a condition that, in the director's judgment, constitutes an immediate hazard. 
 D.  A violation of this chapter is subject to a civil penalty of up to two thousand dollars and may be 
assessed against a producer or group of producers.  Each day upon which a violation occurs or is permitted 
to continue constitutes a separate violation.  In determining the appropriate penalty, the director shall con-
sider the extent of harm caused by the violation, the nature and persistence of the violation, the frequency 
of past violations, any action taken to mitigate the violation, the financial burden to the violator and the size 
of the violator's business. 
 E.  The director may utilize BOH chapter 1.08 to assess civil penalties provided in this section.  A 
producer or group of producers may appeal assessments imposed under this section as provided in BOH 
chapter 1.08.  In addition to or as an alternative to utilizing the procedures in BOH chapter 1.08, the director 
may assess or recover penalties accruing under this section by legal action filed in King County superior 
court. 
 F.  The director may utilize BOH chapter 1.08 to assess civil penalties as provided in that chapter 
against a wholesaler who is in violation of BOH 11.50.110.  (R&R 13-03 § 16, 2013). 
 
 11.50.150  Stewardship plans - rules, performance standards and report. 
 A.  The director may adopt rules necessary to implement, administer and enforce this chapter. 
 B.  The director may work with the plan operator to define goals for collection amounts, education, 
and promotion for a stewardship plan. 
 C.  The director shall report annually to the King County Board of Health concerning the status of 
the standard and independent stewardship plans and recommendations for changes to this chapter.  The 
annual report shall include an evaluation of the secure medicine return system, a summary of available 
data on indicators and trends of abuse, poisonings and overdoses from prescription and nonprescription 
drugs and a review of comprehensive prevention strategies to reduce risks of drug abuse, overdoses and 
preventable poisonings.  (R&R 13-03 § 17, 2013). 
 
 11.50.160  Plan review and annual operating fees. 
 A.  A producer or group of producers participating in the standard stewardship plan or an independ-
ent stewardship plan shall pay to the director plan review fees to be established under subsection D. of this 
section for: 
   1.  Review of a proposed stewardship plan; 
   2.  Resubmittal of a proposed stewardship plan; 
   3.  Review of changes to an approved stewardship plan; 
   4.  Submittal of an updated stewardship plan at least every four years under BOH 11.50.040.D.5.; 
or 
   5. Review of any petition for approval to use alternative final disposal technologies under BOH 
11.50.080.C. 
 B.  In addition to plan review fees, a producer or group of producers participating in the standard 
stewardship plan or an independent stewardship plan shall pay to the director annual operating fees to be 
established under subsection D. of this section. 
 C.  A plan operator or a stewardship organization may remit the fee on behalf of participating pro-
ducers. 



 D.  As soon as practicable, the director shall propose to the Board of Health a schedule of fees to 
be adopted by rule and charged to a producer or group of producers to cover costs of administering and 
enforcing this chapter.  Fees shall be calculated to recover actual costs.  (R&R 13-03 § 18, 2013). 
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