
HEARCAG'S LAND AND ENSLAVED PEOPLE 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We invite you to recognize the written histories of the United States as fractured.

We are on the traditional land of the Coast Salish people, whose communities lived 
here for generations and who continue to be systematically erased by policies and 

practices that remove their histories from this place. We honor their past and 
continued stewardship of this land.

We acknowledge that the United States was built off the stolen labor of kidnapped 
African people. Much of what we know of this country today—its culture, economic 

growth, and development—has been made possible by the labor of enslaved Africans 
and their descendants, who suffered the horrors of the trans-Atlantic human trafficking, 

chattel slavery, and Jim Crow. We are indebted to their labor and sacrifices, and we 
acknowledge the tremors of violence throughout generations that can still be felt today.

We recognize that these difficult histories persist in present-day racial realities and 
privileges in our nation. We commit to dismantling this racism in all spaces of our work 

and lives.



Topic Speaker Time

Welcome

Check-in question: What are your looking forward to 

this fall?

Bereket Kiros 10:35 – 10:50

(15 mins)

Forum Updates: 

• Save the date: November 6th

• Summit Name

• Agenda

• Carceral Health Group

Kalika and planning team 10:50 – 11:10

(20 mins)

Updates:

• Open for members' announcements, resources and 

events

• What is your org working on at the moment?

• HEARCAG Applications (Jennell and Ginna)

All 11:10-11:30pm

(20 mins)

Immunization:

• Respiratory illness and childhood vaccinations

• State/federal vaccine guidance

Dr. Eric Chow, PHSKC 11:30 - 12:00

(30 mins)



Save the Date and Invite your Community

Date: Friday, November 6, 2026

Where: White Center Hub (Savusa Hall)

Purpose: Bring community together around community budgeting. 

Forum is part of our work with Health in Partnerships (HiP)/ Power-Building 

Partnerships for Health cohort*



Budget & Policy Summit: 

Our Communities, Our Power, Our Health

A forum hosted by the King County Health Equity 
and Anti-Racism Community Advisory Group



Tentative Agenda

• Featured Speakers: Abigail Echohawk & Dr. Ben Danielson

• Table Discussion and Large Group Discussion

• Data Walk from Policy Brown Paper

• Carceral Health Presentation

• Panel w/ Q&A HEARCAG Brown Paper

• Action Commitments



Updates & Reminders

Open for members' announcements, resources and events



Fall Immunization Updates
Respiratory Virus Vaccinations and Childhood Immunizations

Eric J. Chow, MD, MS, MPH, FIDSA, FACP, FAAP

October 1, 2026

Chief of Communicable Disease Epidemiology and Immunization 
Public Health – Seattle & King County

Clinical Associate Professor
Division of Infectious Diseases 

Department of Pediatrics
University of Washington

Clinical Associate Professor
Department of Epidemiology 

University of Washington

Clinical Associate Professor
Division of Allergy and Infectious

Department of Medicine 
Diseases University of Washington



Key Takeaway Points

• COVID-19 and flu already taking off. Vaccine preventable diseases like 
measles and whooping cough are causing outbreaks nationwide.

• Federal vaccine policy procedures and recommendations have 
changed. Medical professional societies have stepped in.

• Vaccination against COVID has decreased while flu and RSV are the 
same. Childhood vaccination rates vary by school and district.

• Flu, COVID and RSV immunization recommendations are mostly the 
same. Get vaccinated now for flu and COVID. Get RSV if you’re eligible.
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We are here

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/respiratory-virus-data







Source: https://publichealth.jhu.edu/ivac/resources/us-measles-tracker



Source: https://publichealth.jhu.edu/ivac/resources/us-measles-tracker





Whooping Cough (Pertussis) is also increasing.

Source: https://usdiseasetracker.org/pertussis



US Vaccine Policy Changes
2025-2026





Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html

May 27, 2025
RFK, Jr., Marty Makary and Jay 

Bhattacharya announce change to 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.



Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.drugdiscoverytrends.com/secretary-of-health-removes-all-current-members-of-the-cdc-advisory-committee-on-immunization-practices/

June 9, 2025
RFK Jr. fires members of the CDC’s 

Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices.

May 27, 2025
RFK, Jr., Marty Makary and Jay 

Bhattacharya announce change to 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/health/covid-vaccines-children-pregnant-women-rfk-jr.html


Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/11/us/politics/rfk-jr-cdc-vaccine-panel.html
https://www.drugdiscoverytrends.com/rfk-appoints-eight-new-acip-members/ 

June 9, 2025
RFK Jr. fires members of the CDC’s 

Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices.

June 11, 2025
RFK Jr. announces 8 new 
members of CDC ACIP.

May 27, 2025
RFK, Jr., Marty Makary and Jay 

Bhattacharya announce change to 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.
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Source: https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/whats-the-plan-for-fall-vaccines



Source: https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/whats-the-plan-for-fall-vaccines



Source: https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/sites/default/files/VIP-FullReport_Final_7-25.pdf



Vaccine Uptake and 
Changing Trends





Childhood 
Immunizations

Respiratory Virus 
Vaccines



COVID-19 vaccine uptake has changed.





COVID-19 vaccine uptake has changed.





RSV immunization is available for certain risk 
groups.



RSV immunization in infants has increased 
since it first became available.



RSV vaccine uptake in people aged 75+ is 
slowly increasing.



Childhood immunization rates vary by district 
and school.

School

District

King County

WA State



Childhood immunization rates vary by district 
and school.

School

District

King County

WA State



Example: FEDERAL WAY

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: FEDERAL WAY

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: FEDERAL WAY

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: FEDERAL WAY

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: FEDERAL WAY

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: Seattle

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Example: Bellevue

Source: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/immunizations-for-babies-kids-teens/school-immunization-
requirements-rates



Immunization 
Recommendations: COVID, Flu 

and RSV



2026-2027 COVID-19 Vaccine Updates

BLUF: Everyone 6 months and older should get the updated COVID-
19 vaccine this fall. No changes

➢ Highest risk groups: 6-23 months, children/adults with risk 
factors, pregnant people, adults 65+, people never vaccinated
➢Long COVID still an issue



2026-2027 Flu Vaccine Updates

BLUF: Everyone 6 months and older should get an updated 
influenza vaccine. No changes

➢ Highest risk groups: young children, pregnant people, older 
adults, people with underlying conditions
➢Many different choices for flu vaccine:

➢For healthy adults, whichever is available
➢For older adults , enhanced flu vaccines
➢For select healthy non-pregnant people: FluMist (nasal spray) is an option 

for those 2-49 years



RSV Immunizations

BLUF: Recommended for highest risk people including babies, 
pregnant people, 50-74 with risk factors and 75+. Minor changes not 
impacting most people.

➢Vaccine for adults; no recommendation for booster
➢Antibody/immunization for babies:

➢Babies <8 months if birth parent didn’t receive RSV vaccine during 
pregnancy

➢Babies 8-19 months at high risk. 



Source: https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf



Childhood 
Immunizations

No recommendation changes in 
Washington State

Anticipate new confusing 
messaging from the federal 
government in the coming months

Professional societies are hoping to 
fill the void left by the federal 
government vaccine advisory group



Key Takeaway Points

• COVID-19 and flu already taking off. Vaccine preventable diseases like 
measles and whooping cough are causing outbreaks nationwide.

• Federal vaccine policy procedures and recommendations have 
changed. Medical professional societies have stepped in.

• Vaccination against COVID has decreased while flu and RSV are the 
same. Childhood vaccination rates vary by school and district.

• Flu, COVID and RSV immunization recommendations are mostly the 
same. Get vaccinated now for flu and COVID. Get RSV if you’re eligible.



Questions



Q: Are there general talking 
points on what to say to families 

to encourage vaccination?



Resources for Families

Check out this activity book for kids, Ultra Germ Fighters. It’s got comics, 
coloring pages, mazes, and other games for kids – plus a simple facts 
sheet for parents, available in 23 languages. 

You can also find other resources on our website, available for ordering, 
such as:

• Postcards: Childhood Vaccines: Still Recommended, Still No-Cost (available in 
English, Spanish, Somali, Marshallese, French, Spanish) 

• Brochure: Vaccines for Older Adults (available in 20 languages)
• Brochure: Pregnancy and Vaccines (available in 16 languages)
• Flyer: Where to Get Vaccinated in King County (available in 20 languages)

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/order-resources
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/resources
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/health-centers-programs-services/immunizations/order-resources
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.kingcounty.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fking-county%2Fdepts%2Fdph%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-safety%2Fhealth-programs-services%2Fimmunizations%2Fchildhood-vax-postcard%2Fchildhood-vaccines-postcard.pdf%3Frev%3Df6ee3723fd4c4233be56b2100caaf7d3%26hash%3D6D045E465C1B200D9CB9AC262B4F1686__%3B!!B3TSRA!5-Cv9JYq4IPrdZhIp80zHzqjNS22o-51ByXMGpVDyXsl7jEZP-HXbGLTGAqsUkMvLzsS560LCRKkXf5GB0JGZ3o%24&data=05%7C02%7CDBerliner%40kingcounty.gov%7Ce1945f3f290345b168bf08dee77ac4f8%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639202711656948430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QxSu9uUHrmT9G0XYYH4G12CFv50qXYkS%2BZVL0S6eIpI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.kingcounty.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fking-county%2Fdepts%2Fdph%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-safety%2Fhealth-programs-services%2Fimmunizations%2Fchildhood-vax-postcard%2Fchildhood-vaccines-postcard.pdf%3Frev%3Df6ee3723fd4c4233be56b2100caaf7d3%26hash%3D6D045E465C1B200D9CB9AC262B4F1686__%3B!!B3TSRA!5-Cv9JYq4IPrdZhIp80zHzqjNS22o-51ByXMGpVDyXsl7jEZP-HXbGLTGAqsUkMvLzsS560LCRKkXf5GB0JGZ3o%24&data=05%7C02%7CDBerliner%40kingcounty.gov%7Ce1945f3f290345b168bf08dee77ac4f8%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639202711656948430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QxSu9uUHrmT9G0XYYH4G12CFv50qXYkS%2BZVL0S6eIpI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.kingcounty.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fking-county%2Fdepts%2Fdph%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-safety%2Fhealth-programs-services%2Fimmunizations%2Fchildhood-vax-postcard%2Fchildhood-vaccines-postcard.pdf%3Frev%3Df6ee3723fd4c4233be56b2100caaf7d3%26hash%3D6D045E465C1B200D9CB9AC262B4F1686__%3B!!B3TSRA!5-Cv9JYq4IPrdZhIp80zHzqjNS22o-51ByXMGpVDyXsl7jEZP-HXbGLTGAqsUkMvLzsS560LCRKkXf5GB0JGZ3o%24&data=05%7C02%7CDBerliner%40kingcounty.gov%7Ce1945f3f290345b168bf08dee77ac4f8%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639202711656948430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QxSu9uUHrmT9G0XYYH4G12CFv50qXYkS%2BZVL0S6eIpI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.kingcounty.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fking-county%2Fdepts%2Fdph%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-safety%2Fdisease-illness%2Fmeasles%2Fvaccines-for-adults-brochure%2Fvaccines-for-adults.pdf%3Frev%3D6f16d59982394e9395327b6c3a3302ef%26hash%3DD2632F97764C00D0B5E512B131B87E2F__%3B!!B3TSRA!5-Cv9JYq4IPrdZhIp80zHzqjNS22o-51ByXMGpVDyXsl7jEZP-HXbGLTGAqsUkMvLzsS560LCRKkXf5GN8AzpHs%24&data=05%7C02%7CDBerliner%40kingcounty.gov%7Ce1945f3f290345b168bf08dee77ac4f8%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639202711656968077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hl0VxtqbB37tA1ZMOyZWSA5maKKK7uc2RaZeMVm65H0%3D&reserved=0
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/health-programs-services/immunizations/pregnancy-vaccines-brochure/pregnancy-vaccines-en.pdf?rev=a8afe1867b8e40c3bb4f2ce1a0af9215&hash=1CF1B2E6D1D1DE4B62E10F65BC4B724C
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.kingcounty.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fking-county%2Fdepts%2Fdph%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-safety%2Fhealth-programs-services%2Fimmunizations%2Fwhere-to-get-vaccinated-flyer%2Fwhere-to-get-vaccinated.pdf%3Frev%3D627355d701474d8f806dd7b5dd06fe69%26hash%3D28B593192FB633A996B71D62226774EA__%3B!!B3TSRA!5-Cv9JYq4IPrdZhIp80zHzqjNS22o-51ByXMGpVDyXsl7jEZP-HXbGLTGAqsUkMvLzsS560LCRKkXf5GqwFa_Oc%24&data=05%7C02%7CDBerliner%40kingcounty.gov%7Ce1945f3f290345b168bf08dee77ac4f8%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639202711656986109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I8oqn8Kpq8C3YiCuJGLbBDNzkbPf3FArCLxOOAXPMhQ%3D&reserved=0


Q: What are the current community engagement 
efforts as we enter this respiratory season? 

Specifically, during past back to school events? 
Would there be mobile vaccination kiosks at cbo 

events or related funding? What are current efforts 
to reach those most vulnerable like elders and 

children?
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Additional Slides



Source: https://www.cdc.gov/covid/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html



Source: https://www.cdc.gov/flu-burden/php/php/data-vis/2025-2026.html 



Source: https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html



Source: https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/33401/AAP-breaks-from-federal-vaccine-panel-continues-to 
https://www.instagram.com/p/DOtR0tliYkx/ 

June 9, 2025
RFK Jr. fires members of the CDC’s 

Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices.

May 27, 2025
RFK, Jr., Marty Makary and Jay 

Bhattacharya announce change to 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.

June 11, 2025
RFK Jr. announces 8 new 
members of CDC ACIP.

September 19, 2025
ACIP no longer recommends MMRV 

for children under 4 years
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Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/05/health/kennedy-vaccine-committee-vote-hepatitisb.html 

June 9, 2025
RFK Jr. fires members of the CDC’s 

Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices.

May 27, 2025
RFK, Jr., Marty Makary and Jay 

Bhattacharya announce change to 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.

June 11, 2025
RFK Jr. announces 8 new 
members of CDC ACIP.

September 19, 2025
ACIP no longer recommends MMRV 

for children under 4 years

December 5, 2025
ACIP stops recommending universal 

Hepatitis B dose for newborns



On January 5, the US changed the childhood 
immunization schedule without going through ACIP.

Source: https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/a-unilateral-change-to-childhood



On January 5, the US changed the childhood 
immunization schedule without going through ACIP.

Source: https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/a-unilateral-change-to-childhood
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