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Public Health Screening Tool for High Consequence Pathogens: June – July 2026 
Be prepared to assess for and rule out common circulating diseases AND to identify imported infections of public health concern.  

Recommended Screening  

• A thorough domestic and international travel history should be collected from all patients. 
• Patients should be asked about participation in World Cup events in Seattle and in other host cities. 
• Individual immunization history should be collected if vaccine-preventable infections are suspected, particularly for: measles, 

hepatitis A, typhoid, varicella, diphtheria, pertussis, mumps, and tetanus. 

Common Signs & Symptoms 

Some diseases of public health concern and common presenting symptoms are listed below. This list is not exhaustive. Common 
circulating pathogens should also be considered when working up patients presenting with these symptoms, particularly commonly 
circulating respiratory viruses and foodborne pathogens. 

 Disease Reporting 
Requirement 

Endemic & 
Outbreaks Areas 

Clinical Syndrome Diagnostic 
Testing 

Test at Infection 
Prevention 

Resources 

Avian Influenza (H5N1) 
or Novel Influenza 
 
Unsubtypeable 
Influenza A 

Immediately Globally in 
animals; 
infrequent in 
humans 

Fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny nose, 
conjunctivitis, muscle 
aches, 
nausea/vomiting, 
diarrhea 

Conjunctival, 
nasal, 
nasopharyngeal, 
oropharyngeal 
swabs in VTM for 
PCR 

Influenza A: 
test 
commercially 
 
Novel 
influenza: test 
at WA PHL if 
influenza A 
positive via 
commercial 
lab 
 
 

Airborne, 
Droplet, 
Contact 

Evaluating and 
Managing Patients 
Exposed to Animals or 
Persons Infected with 
Novel Influenza A 
Viruses of Public 
Health Concern | Bird 
Flu | CDC 
 
Updated guidance for 
clinical consideration 
of Avian Influenza - 
King County  

Arboviral Infections 
• Chikungunya 

(CHIKV) 
• Dengue (DENV) 
• Oropouche 

(OROV) 
• Yellow fever (YF) 
• West Nile Virus 

(WNV) 

Within 3 
business 
days 

CHIKV, DENV, 
Zika, OROV: 
Americas, 
Caribbean, Asia, 
Africa  
 
WNV: Africa, 
Americas, 
Europe, Middle 

Fever, myalgia, 
arthralgia, headache, 
rash, nausea 
 
Neuroinvasive: 
meningitis, 
encephalitis, acute 
flaccid myelitis 
 

Serum or CSF 
for serology or 
PCR 

Commercially, 
forward 
commercially 
positive 
specimens to 
WA PHL for 
confirmatory 
testing 

Standard West Nile virus disease 
| CDC 
 
Dengue | CDC 
 
Yellow Fever | CDC 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/clinicians-evaluating-patients/index.html
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/2025/12-26-avian-influenza
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/2025/12-26-avian-influenza
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/2025/12-26-avian-influenza
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/2025/12-26-avian-influenza
https://www.cdc.gov/west-nile-virus/hcp/clinical-signs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/west-nile-virus/hcp/clinical-signs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/dengue/hcp/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-fever/hcp/clinical-diagnosis/index.html
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 Disease Reporting 
Requirement 

Endemic & 
Outbreaks Areas 

Clinical Syndrome Diagnostic 
Testing 

Test at Infection 
Prevention 

Resources 

• Zika East, Central and 
West Asia 
 
YF: Africa, Central 
and South 
America 

YF, severe: epigastric 
pain, jaundice, renal 
insufficiency 

Hantavirus  
• Hantavirus 

Pulmonary 
Syndrome (HPS) 
(Sin Nombre virus, 
Andes virus) 

• Hantavirus Fever 
with Renal 
Syndrome (HFRS) 
(Seoul virus) 

Within 24 
hours 

North America, 
South America, 
Europe, Asia 

Early: fatigue, fever, 
headache, myalgia, 
nausea, vomiting, 
abdominal pain.  
 
Late: Pulmonary 
Syndrome; 
Hemorrhagic Fever 
with Renal Syndrome 

Serology, acute 
and 
convalescent; 
PCR in whole 
blood, tissue; 
IHC tissue. 

Commercially, 
forward 
commercially 
positive 
specimens to 
WA PHL for 
confirmatory 
testing; 
 
Andes virus 
suspected: 
WA PHL/CDC  

Standard; 
Airborne if 
Andes virus 
is 
suspected 

Hantavirus testing WA 
PHL 
 
Hantavirus | CDC 
About Andes Virus | 
Hantavirus | CDC 

Legionnaires’ Disease Within 24 
hours 

Worldwide Pneumonia Urine antigen 
test; lower 
respiratory tract 
specimens, lung 
tissue, or pleural 
fluid for PCR and 
culture 

UAT through 
commercial 
or hospital 
laboratories; 
submit 
respiratory 
specimens to 
WA PHL for 
confirmation  

Standard 
precautions 

Clinical Overview of 
Legionnaires’ Disease | 
CDC 

Malaria Within 3 
business 
days 

Africa, Asia Fever; in severe 
cases: altered 
mentation, seizures, 
severe anemia, ARDS, 
hepatic and/or renal 
failure 

Blood rapid 
diagnostic test, 
blood PCR, 
blood smear for 
microscopy 

Commercial 
or hospital 
laboratories; if 
unable to 
speciate, 
thick and thin 
smears may 
be sent to WA 
PHL 

Standard CDC Yellow Book – 
Malaria 
 
Clinical Guidance: 
Malaria Diagnosis & 
Treatment in the US | 
CDC  
 
Clinical Features of 
Malaria | CDC 
 
Clinical Testing and 
Diagnosis for Malaria | 
CDC 
 
How to Acquire IV 
Artesunate | CDC  

https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=2196243&dh=efc47&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=2196243&dh=efc47&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/about/andesvirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/about/andesvirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/public-health-laboratories/lab-test-menu
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/public-health-laboratories/lab-test-menu
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/malaria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/malaria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-features/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-features/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/iv-artesunate-us.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/diagnosis_treatment/artesunate.html
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/hcp/clinical-guidance/iv-artesunate-us.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/diagnosis_treatment/artesunate.html
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 Disease Reporting 
Requirement 

Endemic & 
Outbreaks Areas 

Clinical Syndrome Diagnostic 
Testing 

Test at Infection 
Prevention 

Resources 

Measles Immediately  Worldwide, 
including North 
America 

Prodrome of fever, 
malaise, and cough, 
conjunctivitis, coryza 
with descending 
maculopapular rash 
+/- Koplik spots 
 
Severe: pneumonia, 
encephalitis 

NP swab and 
urine for RT-PCR 

WA PHL, 
contact Public 
Health for 
approval 

Airborne, 
AIIR 

Clinical Guidance for 
Measles | CDC 
 
WA PHL Measles 
Specimen Submission 
Guide 
 
King County guidance 
for healthcare 
providers 

Meningococcal 
disease, Invasive 

Immediately; 
isolates must 
be submitted 
to WA PHL 

Worldwide; 
common to Sub-
Saharan Africa 

Early: Fever, 
headache, nausea, 
vomiting, nonspecific 
rash, sore throat, 
upper respiratory 
symptoms. 
 
Later: neck stiffness, 
petechial or 
hemorrhagic rash, 
altered mental status, 
shock, purpura 
fulminans. 

Blood, CSF, 
purpuric lesions; 
culture or PCR. 
Gram-negative 
diplococci in 
sterile site 
specimen 
strongly 
suggestive. 

Commercial 
or hospital 
laboratories; 
isolates must 
be submitted 
to WA PHL for 
confirmation 
and 
serotyping. 

Droplet 
 
PEP 
Available 

Clinical Guidance for 
Meningococcal 
Disease | 
Meningococcal | CDC 

Mpox Immediately Clade I – Central, 
East, and West 
Africa 
 
Clade II - 
worldwide 

Flu-like illness, 
lymphadenopathy, 
followed by rash 1 – 4 
days later 

Swabs from 
discrete lesions, 
including oral or 
anal; entire scab 
for PCR 

Commercial 
or hospital 
laboratories;  
WA PHL with 
LHJ pre-
approval 
 

Contact 
 
 
PEP 
Available 

Mpox Specimen 
Testing in Washington | 
WA DOH 

New World screwworm 
(Cochliomyia 
hominivorax) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediately South America, 
Central America, 
southern United 
States 

Visible larvae or egg 
masses in wounds or 
body orifice, rapidly 
progressing or painful 
wounds with foul 
odor, bloody 
discharge and 
swelling in otherwise 
healthy tissue, 
reported sensation of 
movement in wounds 
or body orifices 

Parasitic larvae 
(at least 10 
should be 
submitted) in 
70% ethanol for 
parasite 
identification 

Submit larvae 
to CDC via WA 
PHL 

Standard 
 
Failure to 
kill and 
properly 
dispose of 
all larvae 
and eggs 
may 
introduce 
spread NWS 
in the local 
environment 

Clinical Overview of 
New World 
Screwworm | CDC 
 
NWS 
Recommendations for 
Providers 

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/clinical-overview/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/clinical-overview/
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=1932777&dh=3b5fa&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=1932777&dh=3b5fa&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=1932777&dh=3b5fa&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/measles
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/measles
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/disease-illness/health-advisories/measles
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/420-416-Guideline-MpoxSpecimenTesting.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/420-416-Guideline-MpoxSpecimenTesting.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/420-416-Guideline-MpoxSpecimenTesting.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-Recommendations-for-HCPs-cleared-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-Recommendations-for-HCPs-cleared-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-Recommendations-for-HCPs-cleared-508.pdf
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 Disease Reporting 
Requirement 

Endemic & 
Outbreaks Areas 

Clinical Syndrome Diagnostic 
Testing 

Test at Infection 
Prevention 

Resources 

Tuberculosis Within 24 
hours 

Worldwide Persistent cough, 
chest pain, fatigue, 
fever, night sweats, 
chills, coughing up 
blood/mucus 

Sputum, smear; 
PCR, culture 

Hospital 
laboratory, 
WA PHL, 
commercial 
labs 

Airborne Clinical and 
Laboratory Diagnosis 
for Tuberculosis | 
Tuberculosis (TB) | 
CDC 
 
Tuberculosis | Yellow 
Book | CDC 

Typhoid 
 

Within 24 
hours 

South Asia, 
Africa, Southeast 
Asia, Latin 
America 

Systemic illness with 
fever, anorexia, 
headache, malaise, 
non-productive 
cough, abdominal 
pain, diarrhea or 
constipation 

Blood, stool, 
urine, or other 
clinical 
specimens for 
isolation  

Commercial 
or hospital 
laboratory for 
isolation; 
laboratory 
required to 
submit 
isolates to WA 
PHL for 
confirmation, 
serotyping, 
and PFGE 

Standard, 
Contact 

Clinical Guidance for 
Typhoid Fever and 
Paratyphoid Fever | 
Typhoid Fever | CDC 
 
Typhoid and 
Paratyphoid Fever | 
Yellow Book | CDC 

Viral Hemorrhagic 
Fever 
• Bundibugyo virus 

disease  
• Crimean-Congo 

hemorrhagic fever  
• Ebola virus 

disease 
• Marburg virus 

disease 
• Sudan virus 

disease 

Immediately Sub-Saharan 
Africa (Ebola, 
Lassa, Marburg, 
Bundibugyo);  
 
Middle East 
(CCHF); 
 
Central Asia 
(CCHF);  
 
Eastern Europe 
(CCHF) 

Fever, headache, joint 
pain, vomiting or 
diarrhea, 
hemorrhage, 
petechiae 

Whole blood 
(lavender top 
EDTA plastic 
tubes) for RT-
PCR 

CDC. Contact 
Public Health 
for approval 
prior to 
shipping 
specimens. 

Standard, 
Contact, 
Syndrome 
dependent 

Viral Hemorrhagic 
Fevers | CDC 
 
 
Ebola virus testing WA 
PHL 
 
Ebola Outbreak: 
Current Situation | 
Ebola | CDC 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/hcp/testing-diagnosis/clinical-and-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/hcp/testing-diagnosis/clinical-and-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/hcp/testing-diagnosis/clinical-and-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/hcp/testing-diagnosis/clinical-and-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/hcp/testing-diagnosis/clinical-and-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/tuberculosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/tuberculosis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/typhoid-fever/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/typhoid-fever/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/typhoid-fever/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/typhoid-fever/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/typhoid-and-paratyphoid-fever.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/typhoid-and-paratyphoid-fever.html
https://www.cdc.gov/yellow-book/hcp/travel-associated-infections-diseases/typhoid-and-paratyphoid-fever.html
https://www.cdc.gov/viral-hemorrhagic-fevers/hcp/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/viral-hemorrhagic-fevers/hcp/index.html
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=1794920&dh=63774&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.medialab.com/dv/dl.aspx?d=1794920&dh=63774&u=69790&uh=0e2a1
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html

	Public Health Screening Tool for High Consequence Pathogens: June – July 2026

