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How to Apply for a Replacement Individual/
Private Well in the Public Health Permit Center

This application is to be used when a lot has a previously approved individual/private water source
that must be replaced and connection to a Group A or Group B public water system is not possible.
For a full review of the process and what is required, see Appendix A.

These applications are only accepted if they are completed and submitted by a septic system
designer or professional engineer.

Before You Begin

Look to see if your property is in the service area of a Group A public water system. Public water
utilities are recommended and may be required when available.

Be prepared to decommission your current private water source, because wells that are no longer
in use, abandoned, or a public health and safety hazard must be decommissioned.

Prior to uploading documents, you can save your application as a draft to easily come back and
finish it later. The documents will be lost if you close the application after uploading them. We
recommend waiting to upload documents until you are ready to submit the application.
o Find Draft Applications: If you saved your work, log back into PHPC > click your name (top
right) > select Saved Work.

Commonly required documents include (for a full overview, see Appendix B):
e Draft Declaration of Well Covenant
e Scaled Site Plan
e On-site sewage system record drawings
o Certificate of Water Availability (if property is in water service are of a water utility)

How to Apply

Note: To apply, you first need to be logged into the Public Health Permit Center. For
detailed instructions on registering for an account, see How to Use the Public Health
Permit Center.

1. Apply for the New Individual/Private Well Application
Search for the “New Individual/Private Well Application”, and click “apply”


https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/environmental-health/permits#howto
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/environmental-health/permits#howto
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3. Provide project description.

Provide description of the proposed project and if there are any conditions for
accessing the lot
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4. Add contacts.

You will automatically be listed as the applicant. Add the property owner and any other

contacts as needed. The application must be completed by a septic system designer or
professional engineer.

Home Paymentv Dashboard Help Apply MyWork Map RecordSearchQ  Calendar (@

Apply for Plan- Individual/Private Well

“REQUIRED
Locations Type Contacts

CONTACTS

Please enter name and contact information of applicant and property owner.

ot ||| [rpetroune | oss
Designer/Professional

Engineer
& & Add

Contact
Wesley Loven (You) Wesley Loven(You)

Wesley Loven +

Public Health Seattle-King C.

D e swer (DD



Public Health|:

Seattle & King County

5. Upload required documents.
Attach all required documents. You may add additional documents if helpful.
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6. Review and submit.
Double-check your information. Click Submit when ready.

A confirmation screen will appear showing the applicable fees. Note: Your application will NOT
BE REVIEWED until you pay the associated fees. To pay immediately, click Add to Cart. To pay
later, click on Continue to Plan to be directed to the Application Summary Page, and note the Plan
Number at the top of the screen for reference (i.e. OSS-BLDG...)
e To pay later, log into PHPC and:
o GotoMyWork > My Invoices to pay, or
o Goto My Work > My Plans > select the Plan Number for this project.

Home Paymentv Dashboard Help Apply MyWork Map RecordSearchQ ~ Calendar (0

@ Your was y Fees
Inorder for your application to be reviewed for completion, all fees must first be paid. Please click "Add to Cart” in the fee card,

then go to the cart to make a payment. You can check the status of the application in Civic Access at any time. Log into Civic

Access, click on "My Work” on the top navigation bar, select "My Plans”, then search by parcel, address, plan number, or application $40800

date.

Continue to plan View Details Add to Cart

Your application will not be reviewed until fees are paid.

Tracking Your Application Progress
e Fromthe application summary screen, you can:
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See required actions, resubmittals, or reinspections
Upload additional documents under the Attachments tab
Add additional contacts under the Contacts tab

View related inspections and sub-records

O O O O O

Find your assigned inspector and review status
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Plan Number: WAT-SOURCE-0000563-2025

Plan Details | Tab Elements | Main Menu

Type:  Replacement Status:  InReview Project Name:
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Application
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District:  N/A ——) AssignedTo:  Loven, Wesley Completion Date:

Description:  Gated community, call ahead.
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20% ©  Plan Review in Progress - tarted - Scheduled for 10/02/2025 A Unpaid Fee:
Completed 216
QO Field Inspection Completed 10-02-2025

© Completed
In Progress
NotStarted

Fees

$216.00

Tips & Reminders
e Fees must be paid before review begins.
e Make sure your uploaded documents are clear and complete.
e [faninspector requests additional information, upload it under Attachments in your
application summary.
e Save your Plan Number (WAT-SOURCE...) for reference.

Appendix A: New Individual/Private Well Application Start to
Finish

The following is an overview of the New Individual/Private Well Application Process start to
finish:
1. Alicensed septic system designer or professional engineer completes and submits
a New Individual/Private Well Application.

2. AKing County OSS inspector reviews the application and performs a well site
inspection.
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3. Ifthe proposed well site receives a preliminary well site approval from Public
Health, the applicant may hire a licensed well driller to drill the well per Chapter
173-160 WAC: Minimum Standards for Construction and Maintenance of Wells

4. After drilling, the applicants must submit the following to complete the application:

a. An Ecology Well Report

b. Awell pump test report showing adequate water supply

c. Satisfactory water quality samples submitted to a certified laboratory by a water
professional such as septic system designer, well driller, pump installer, or
professional engineer specializing in water systems:

i.  Two coliform bacteria samples, bacteria absent
ii.  One nitrate sample <10 mg/lor 10 ppm
iii.  One arsenic sample <.01 mg/lor 10 ppb

d. Asigned, notarized, and recorded private well covenant, which may also include
a restrictive well covenant. Restrictive covenants are required when a portion of
the well’s 100’ protective radius goes on to a neighboring property.

5. Per Chapter 173-160-381 WAC, “any well which is unusable, abandoned, or whose use has
been permanently discontinued, or which is un such disrepair that continued use is
impractical or is an environmental, safety or public health hazard shall be
decommissioned”. As such, when one well is replaced by another, the previously existing
well may be required to be decommissioned as a condition for replacement well
application approval or referred to the Washington State Department of Ecology for follow-

up.

If the well application gets approval by Public King County Environmental Health, the
new/replacement private well may be used to support a septic system as an approved
water source. Again, BEFORE DRILLING THE WELL, be sure to check with the King County
DLS or your city’s building department to see if a private well can be used on your parcel to
support residential development.

Appendix B: Documents You Might Need for New/Individual
Private Well Applications

Documentation that may be required when submitting applications (Full Review):

e On-site sewage system record drawings to verify required setbacks to a well can be met


https://appswr.ecology.wa.gov/wellconstruction/Wells/PublicPages/PublicDrillerSearch.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-160
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-160
https://appswr.ecology.wa.gov/wellconstruction/Map/WCLSWebMap/default.aspx
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e A scaled site plan that shows a 100-protective radius around the well in addition to
proposed or existing structures, septic systems and components, and all other potential
sources of contamination

¢ Route map to the site, with a cleared and marked trail to the flagged well site

e Draft Protective Covenants establishing a 100’ protective radius around the wellhead
which prohibits potential sources of contamination according to DOH Title 13

o Restrictive Covenants are required when a portion of the well’s 100’ protective
radius extends on to a neighboring lot

o A Certificate of Water Availability from the Group A public water system if the property is
located within the utility’s water service area

o Ifthe property is located withing the water service area of a Group A, and water
is readily available, the property may be required to connect to the public water
system in lieu of drilling a replacement well

e ACritical Area Designation (CAD) may be required from the applicable jurisdictional
authority if one is not available and there is reason to believe that the replacement well site
is located withing a critical area or it’s buffer

Documentation that may be required once the wellis drilled (Full Review):
e AnEcology Well Report

e Documentation of a 2-hour pump test report, with drawdown and recovery data
indicating the well produces 5 gallons per minute or more
o Ifthe well appears to be producing less than 5 gallons per minute after 2
hours, a 4-hour pump test is required, with proof demonstrating the well
is capable of producing at least 400 gallons per day
e Satisfactory water quality samples submitted to a certified laboratory by a water
professional such as septic system designer, well driller, pump installer, or
professional engineer specializing in water systems:
o Two coliform bacteria samples, bacteria absent
o One nitrate sample <10 mg/lor 10 ppm
o One arsenic sample <.01 mg/lLor 10 ppb
= Private wells found to have arsenic between 10 and 50 ppb must
apply for an arsenic treatment waiver, submitted to Public Health by a
professional engineer specializing in water treatment
e Signed, notarized, and recorded private well covenants, including a restrictive
covenant signed by the owner of a neighboring lot which the 100’protective radius of
the well extends on to


https://appswr.ecology.wa.gov/wellconstruction/Map/WCLSWebMap/default.aspx
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e An Ecology well decommission report may be required if the pre-existing well
must be decommissioned due to it being abandoned, not practically usable, or an
environmental, safety or public health hazard

If the replacement well application gets approval by Public King County Environmental
Health, the replacement individual/private well may be used to support a septic system as
an approved water source.
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