
I love my home—I’ve been living in 
Kent for nearly 20 years.

Putting in a new septic system is expensive, 
but so is connecting our house to the city sewer.

But last year, my family had a real crisis 
when our septic system failed!

How am I supposed to pay for thisis 
on top of everything else?

The toilet is 
backing up again!

You got help from 
King County?

Yeah! It didn’t 
cover the entire cost, but 

it helped a lot.

DAD! The toilet 
is backing up!

I was relieved to hear about financial
assistance from my neighbor.

I called the King County health department. 
They helped me find financial support to 

connect to the sewer system.

No more
back-ups!

Now that we’re connected to 
sewer, I might be able to put a room 
above the garage and rent it out.

Nice!

Call 206-455-8050 for help 
finding financial assistance.

Say the name of your language 
if you need interpretation.

kingcounty.gov/septic

Information to help maintain your 
septic system until sewer comes to 

your neighborhood!

Hello, King County 
Septic System Program. How 

can I help you?
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SEPTIC TO SEWER: Commonly asked questions
Q. Will my septic system keep working forever? Q. Will my septic system keep working forever? 

A. No. All septic systems will eventually stop functioning. With routine maintenance, a septic system will 
last for about 30 years on average. Around 70% of urban septic systems in King County are past their 
expected lifespan. 

Q. Can I continue to replace a failing septic system with new systems?Q. Can I continue to replace a failing septic system with new systems?

A. No. When a septic system fails, a new system cannot be installed in exactly the same place. Also, septic 
systems require proper soils for adequate wastewater treatment. Smaller urban lots can typically only 
replace their septic system once or twice.

Q. Why should I consider connecting to sewer? Q. Why should I consider connecting to sewer? 

A. Connection to sewer is a permanent solution, in contrast to septic systems which need replacement. 
Failing septic systems and surfacing sewage cause odors, damage to homes, and may spread diseases 
within a community. Additionally, sewer connection allows properties to have more capacity to build and 
develop (e.g., additional dwelling unit, or ADU). Lastly, if you are in an urban area, sewer connection may 
be required.

Q. How much does it cost to connect to sewer system?Q. How much does it cost to connect to sewer system?

A. It depends! If you have a stub from the sewer main out to your building, it may be easier to connect 
and may cost less. But if the sewer main needs to be extended, it can cost more. The cost to connect to 
sewer system is increasing. Minimize costs by planning ahead for sewer connection and finding out what 
financial resources are available.

Q. Is financial assistance available Q. Is financial assistance available 
for connecting to sewer?for connecting to sewer?

A. Yes! More information on sewer connection: 
kingcounty.gov/septic/loans kingcounty.gov/septic/loans 
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