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Purpose: The purpose of this policy and procedure is to clarify and provide guidance when a 

recorded NOT to form a ULID and/or connect to sewer is required per Board of Health (BOH) Title 

13. Each utility or local jurisdiction may have their own version of the document with unique 

requirements. The intention of this guidance is to support consistent decisions about future sewer 

connections when non-conforming OSS are approved in the UGA. 

 

Board of Health (BOH) Title 13 requires sewer connection for properties in the Urban Growth Area 

(UGA) on failing on-site sewage system (OSS) if the property is within 200’ of a sewer connection 

and the utility allows connection. 

 

The proposed criteria to evaluate requiring a NOT is based on the Growth Management Act, King 

County Comprehensive Plan, the 2025 revision of BOH Title 13, and feedback from the King 

County On-site Sewage System Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). This policy and process 

apply to properties in the urban growth area (UGA), when failure of OSS is confirmed, sewer 

connection is available within 200’ and a conforming OSS cannot be designed and installed. Minor 

building permit proposals will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Goal: To protect public health and the environment while providing an affordable option to 

property owners where sewer connection is prohibitively expensive at the time of needed repair or 

replacement. 

 

Policy and Procedure: 

 

1. When an OSS fails in the UGA the property owner must contact their local sewer district to 

determine whether a stub is in front of the property, or a connection point is within 200’ of the 

property line. See KCBOH Title 13 reference section for connection requirements. 

 

2. Some districts may provide this information verbally, or the property owner may request a 

Sewer Availability Certificate (SAC) with potential easement options. The sewer district may 

charge a fee for the SAC. If sewer is available, the next step is for the property owner to discuss 

with a sewer district representative about feasibility of connection, construction costs, which 

costs may be financed by the district, and monthly sewer bills. The district may maintain a list 

of contractors that are approved to perform this work within their service area. The property 

owner should contact at least three contractors from that list and request an estimate to connect. 

 

3. A NOT is required when: 



 

a. All of the following conditions are true: 

i.  the utility confirms that a sewer connection is available within 200’ of the 

property line, and 

ii.  the proposed OSS is non-conforming, and  

1. Exceptions may include distribution box replacement, or similar 

situations subject to review and approval. No new development is 

allowed, possibly including minor remodels that do not extend the 

usability of the dwelling. 

iii. NOTE: an OSS proposal that does not include an adequate reserve area 

will be considered non-conforming. the proposed design has an approved 

waiver,  

iv. no reserve area is identified or available; 

b. OR when the local jurisdiction requires NOT. 

c. OR when sewer connection has been designated as the reserve area. 

 

Code References: 

 

4. KCBOH Title 13.04.050 A. for new development: 

a. New residential or nonresidential construction in the UGA must connect to public 

sewer if the utility permits such connection. 

b. Proposed subdivisions or short subdivisions must connect to public sewer if the 

utility permits. 

c. Within unincorporated urban King County, connection shall be in accordance with 

King County Code 13.24.136. 

d. Within incorporated cities, connection shall be in accordance with the policies of 

that city or local sewer utility. 

 

5. KCBOH Title 13.04.050 B. for existing development within the UGA: 

a. A sewer connection is available within 200 feet of the property line, calculated 

along the shortest route in road rights-of-way and easements. 

b. Connection is required when repair, modification or replacement of the OSS is 

necessary, or the existing OSS has failed, and, 

c. A system conforming to this title cannot be designed and installed; or, 

d. Additional construction which in any way affects the OSS is proposed. 

 

6. WAC 246-272A-0025 Connection to public sewer system. 

a. (1) When adequate public sewer services are available within two hundred feet of 

the residence or facility, the local health officer, upon the failure of an existing on-

site sewage system may: (a) Require hook-up to a public sewer system; or (b) 

Permit the repair or replacement of the on-site sewage system only if a conforming 

system can be designed and installed. 

b. (2) Except as noted in subsection (1) of this section, the owner of a failure shall 

abandon the OSS under WAC 246-272A-0300 and connect the residence or other 

facility to a public sewer system when: (a) The distance between the residence or 

other facility and an adequate public sewer is two hundred feet or less as measured 

along the usual or most feasible route of access; and (b) The sewer utility allows 

the sewer connection. 

c. (3) The owner of a residence or other facility served by a system meeting the 

requirements of Table IX of this chapter shall abandon the OSS according to the 

requirements specified in WAC 246-272A-0300, and connect the residence or other 



facility to a public sewer system when: (a) Connection is deemed necessary to 

protect public health by the local health officer; (b) An adequate public sewer 

becomes available within two hundred feet of the residence or other facility as 

measured along the usual or most economically feasible route of access; and (c) 

The sewer utility allows the sewer connection. 

d. (4) Local boards of health may require a new development to connect to a public 

sewer system to protect public health. 

e. (5) Local boards of health shall require new development or a development with a 

failing system to connect to a public sewer system if it is required by the 

comprehensive land use plan or development regulations. 

 

7. Justification: This policy applies when conforming OSS cannot be designed and installed. 

Public Health – Seattle & King County’s (PHSKC’s) policy for requiring a recorded no-protest 

NOT is being developed to address the potential public health risk of approving non-

conforming OSS while complying with development policies and code in the UGA. This policy 

may be applied when the cost to connect to sewer is a significant hardship to the property 

owner. Evaluating hardship is detailed in the sewer connection waiver internal guidance 

documents. 

 

8. Proposal Summary: PHSKC proposes to establish criteria to evaluate requirements for no-

protest NOT to participate in ULID formation and/or connect to sewer when connection 

becomes affordable based on the Growth Management Act, King County Comprehensive Plan, 

the 2024 revision of BOH Title 13, and feedback from the Technical Advisory Committee 

(TAC). This policy and process apply to properties in the UGA, when failure of OSS is 

confirmed, and a conforming OSS replacement is not possible. 


