
On-site Sewage/Septic System Technical Advisory Committee (OSS TAC) - Meeting Notes 
Date: Tuesday May 20, 9:30-11 am 

Eastgate Public Health Center, 14350 SE Eastgate Way, Bellevue, WA 98007 
 

Participants: Lynn Schneider (PHSKC), Meagan Jackson (PHSKC), Marissa Kingtalik (PHSKC), Beau 
Williquette (PHSKC), Eunbi Lee (PHSKC), Pam McCain (John L Scott), Curtis Johnson (Bravo 
Enterprises), Scott Flaherty (Seattle Dive Tours), Vicky Navarro (Community Navigators), Mary Wictor 
(urban OSS alternate), Pat Traum (UKC OSS representative), Warren Iverson (commercial OSS owner) 

Time Topic Questions, materials for review in advance 

9:30-9:40 Public comment Mary Wictor: shared example of inadequate nitrogen treatment in 
Montana – nitrogen treatment really depends on soil type; animal 
wastes can also contribute to nitrogen, so the concentration (of 
OSS, of livestock) is very important to pay attention to; pilot 
projects like the one on Newman Lake are showing that nitrogen 
treatment can be very difficult, but is possible 

9:40-10:30 Expanding 
inspection 
compliance: 
Marine Recovery 
Area and Beyond 

• Public Health presented data, regulations, and reports 
about water quality, shellfish harvesting areas, and OSS 
requirements. You can find information at 
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-
safety/environmental-health/on-site-sewage-
systems/marine-recovery-area and in attached document. 

• Discussion about expanding Marine Recovery Area – Do 
you have comments, concerns, questions? 

Need more information about the number of failures in specific 
areas. Also helpful to understand if we are talking about summer 
homes vs. permanent residences. 
Support for considering options for not limiting MRA to shoreline 
areas, but expanding it upland along streams as well. Failures in 
this area could also be a risk to environment and health. 
Encouraged OSS Program to consider expanding MRA to the entire 
island, which would also help with groundwater protection. 

• What do we want to change about the existing MRA 
requirements (see attached)? 

There was general support for adjusting the inspection 
frequencies. For example, a gravity OSS that meets 100-foot 
setback requirements from the shoreline could be inspected every 
3 years. Good idea to do dye tests every 5/every 10 years. Does 
PHSKC have the capacity for this? How do other counties support 
this – do they charge a fee? 
It’s inmportant to connect with community members about this  - 
most beaches have a head of the beach community who can help 
with this. 
Would it be possible for property owners to do their own dye tests 
(a visual dye test is a relatively simple process)? We could have a 
pick up spot for dye tablets so that property owners can have 
some idea of how their system is working and what to expect 
when an inspection takes place. This will help save money and 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/environmental-health/on-site-sewage-systems/marine-recovery-area
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/environmental-health/on-site-sewage-systems/marine-recovery-area
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/environmental-health/on-site-sewage-systems/marine-recovery-area


have a shorter timeframe. This lets homeowner take the initiative, 
get involved, better understand that there are simple fixes that can 
cost less. 
Request to expand this to residential lakes, e.g. distribute through 
the Lake Sawyer community club. 

• How do we keep inspections affordable? 
Education is very important. Group neighborhood inspections, 
septic socials 

• What else do we need to think about throughout this 
process? 

Can we connect this to shoreline regulations (e.g. Shoreline 
Management Plan updates)? 

10:30-10:50 Next steps in 
Education and 
Outreach 

In light of the above discussion: 

• How do we educate property owners to know how to 
properly maintain their OSS – what can they do, how to 
hire service providers to do what they cannot? 

• How do we educate residents to check whether a tank 
needs to be pumped? 

• What are other key messages? 

• Eunbi will share an overview of Public Health’s plan for 
expanded OSS outreach with Ecology grant 

If people want referrals, tell them to call a realtor or check the 
internet for reviews 
Possible areas to focus on for community septic teams – 
Enumclaw, Sammamish, SKC, Maple Valley 
Want more workshops (toilet paper, Septic 101, how to measure 
scum and sludge), share information with groups in the community 
so that people know what questions to ask 
The new people don’t understand OSS – especially those moving 
into rural areas 
One idea is to have homeowner walkthroughs, especially for OSS 
that require O&M contracts. Tell the homeowner to let service 
provider know if they are doing landscaping. Could county create a 
list of operators who would do this for free (at new construction)? 
How could we make this part of the permit process? 
Curtis offered to provide shadowing opportunities of the 
walkthroughs that he currently provides 
What are resources that community septic teams can link to and 
use? 
People need to know that they have old systems – they will fail at 
some point. 
Need to focus on areas that don’t have record drawings, good 
records for a lot of the systems. 

10:50-11:00 Final thoughts and 
other logistics 

Outstanding questions and topics to discuss 
Next meeting details – September 30, 9-11am, via Zoom 

11:00 Adjourn 

 


