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Plumbing Permits 

Permit Type 01*: Plumbing - by Homeowner 

Description: This permit is used by homeowners to perform their own plumbing work within their own residence. 

Work must be done by the homeowner only. If plumbing work is to be performed by a Plumbing Contractor, the 

Plumbing Contractor (not the homeowner) should apply for either the ‘Plumbing – Single Family & Townhouse’ or 

‘Plumbing - Multi-Family’ permit as applicable. 

 

Permit Type 02a/02b*: Plumbing – Single Family & Townhouse 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project under 

the authority of the International Residential Code (IRC) or Seattle Residential Code (SRC). For plumbing work in a 

project falling under the authority of the International Building Code (IBC) or Seattle Building Code (SBC), the 

Plumbing Contractor should apply for a ‘Plumbing – Multi-Family’, ‘Plumbing – Small Commercial’, or ‘Plumbing – 

Large Commercial’ permit as applicable. 

 

Permit Type 03a/03b*: Plumbing – Multi-Family 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project under 

the authority of the International Building Code (IBC) or Seattle Building Code (SBC) that contains any R-type 

occupancy (including mixed-use projects). For plumbing work in a project falling under the authority of the 

International Residential Code (IRC) or Seattle Residential Code (SRC), the Plumbing Contractor should apply for a 

‘Plumbing – Single Family & Townhouse’ permit. 

 

Permit Type 04a/04b*: Plumbing – Small Commercial 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project under 

the authority of the International Building Code (IBC) or Seattle Building Code (SBC) that does not contain any R-type 

occupancy and includes a scope of work not exceeding (20) fixtures, outlets, or equipment connections. For projects 

with a scope of work exceeding (20) fixtures, outlets, or equipment connections, the Plumbing Contractor should 

apply for a ‘Plumbing – Large Commercial’ permit. 

 

Permit Type 05a/05b*: Plumbing – Large Commercial 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project under 

the authority of the International Building Code (IBC) or Seattle Building Code (SBC) that does not contain any R-type 

occupancy and includes a scope of work exceeding (20) fixtures, outlets, or equipment connections. For projects with 



a scope of work including (20) or fewer fixtures, outlets, or equipment connections, the Plumbing Contractor should 

apply for a ‘Plumbing – Small Commercial’ permit. 

 

Permit Type 06*: Plumbing - by Business Owner or Lessee 

Description: This permit is used by business owners and/or lessees to perform their own plumbing work within their 

own commercial space. Work must be done by the business owner or lessee only. If plumbing work is to be 

performed by a Plumbing Contractor, the Plumbing Contractor (not the business owner) should apply for either the 

‘Plumbing – Small Commercial’ or ‘Plumbing - Large Commercial’ permit as applicable. 

 

Permit Type 07*: Plumbing – Temporary Installation 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the non-permanent installation of plumbing fixtures and/or 

systems to facilitate sanitary conditions for special events, temporary construction, authorized encampments, etc. 

Note: if both permanent and temporary plumbing provisions are intended to be installed as part of a project (such as 

a temporary restroom used during construction), the temporary plumbing must be listed on a temporary plumbing 

permit separate from the permanent construction work. Plan review may be required for certain large temporary 

plumbing projects. 

 

Permit Type 08*: Plumbing – Demolition or Removal 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the demolition or removal of existing plumbing fixtures 

and/or systems or parts thereof. This permit is only required when the only work being done is demolition or 

removal. If such work is being done in addition to installing new plumbing fixtures or systems, the plumbing 

installation permit will cover the demolition scope of work. 

 

Fuel Gas Permits 

Permit Type 21*: Natural Gas - by Homeowner 

Description: This permit is used by homeowners to perform their own natural gas piping work within their own 

residence. Work must be done by the homeowner only. If natural gas piping work is to be performed by a Plumbing 

Contractor, the Plumbing Contractor (not the homeowner) should apply for either the ‘Natural Gas – Residential’ or 

‘Natural Gas - Commercial’ permit as applicable. 

 

Permit Type 22a/22b*: Natural Gas – Residential 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing or General Contractors to perform natural gas piping work on 

any project containing any R-type occupancy (including mixed-use projects). For natural gas piping work in a 

commercial project without any R-type occupancy, the Plumbing Contractor should apply for a ‘Natural Gas – 

Commercial’ permit. Natural Gas system designs subject to plan review may be submitted and reviewed as part of a 

plumbing drawing set. 

 

Permit Type 23a/23b*: Natural Gas – Commercial 



Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing or General Contractors to perform natural gas piping work on 

any project that does not contain any R-type occupancy. For natural gas piping work in a project containing any R-type 

occupancy (including mixed-use projects), the Plumbing Contractor should apply for a ‘Natural Gas – Residential’ 

permit. Natural Gas system designs subject to plan review may be submitted and reviewed as part of a plumbing 

drawing set. 

 

Permit Type 24*: Natural Gas - by Business Owner or Lessee 

Description: This permit is used by business owners and/or lessees to perform their own natural gas piping work 

within their own commercial space. Work must be done by the business owner or lessee only. If natural gas piping 

work is to be performed by a Plumbing Contractor, the Plumbing Contractor (not the business owner) should apply 

for the ‘Natural Gas – Commercial’ permit. 

 

Permit Type 25*: Natural Gas – Temporary Installation 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the non-permanent installation of natural gas appliances, 

equipment, and/or piping systems for special events, temporary construction, authorized encampments, etc. 

 

Permit Type 26*: Natural Gas – Demolition or Removal 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the demolition or removal of existing natural gas appliances, 

equipment, and/or piping systems or parts thereof. This permit is only required when the only work being done is 

demolition or removal. If such work is being done in addition to installing new gas piping or equipment, the natural 

gas installation permit will cover the demolition scope of work. 

 

Permit Type 31*: Propane (LPG) - by Homeowner 

Description: This permit is used by homeowners to perform their own propane gas piping work within their own 

residence. Work must be done by the homeowner only. If propane gas piping work is to be performed by a Plumbing 

Contractor, the Plumbing Contractor (not the homeowner) should apply for either the ‘Propane (LPG) – Residential’ or 

‘Propane (LPG) - Commercial’ permit as applicable. 

 

Permit Type 32a/32b*: Propane (LPG) - Residential 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing or General Contractors to perform propane gas piping work on 

any project containing any R-type occupancy (including mixed-use projects). For propane gas piping work in a 

commercial project without any R-type occupancy, the Plumbing Contractor should apply for a ‘Propane (LPG) – 

Commercial’ permit. LPG system designs subject to plan review may be submitted and reviewed as part of a plumbing 

drawing set. 

 

Permit Type 33a/33b*: Propane (LPG) – Commercial 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing or General Contractors to perform propane gas piping work on 

any project that does not contain any R-type occupancy. For propane gas piping work in a project containing any R-

type occupancy (including mixed-use projects), the Plumbing Contractor should apply for a ‘Propane (LPG) – 



Residential’ permit. LPG system designs subject to plan review may be submitted and reviewed as part of a plumbing 

drawing set. 

 

Permit Type 34*: Propane (LPG) - by Business Owner or Lessee 

Description: This permit is used by business owners and/or lessees to perform their own propane gas piping work 

within their own commercial space. Work must be done by the business owner or lessee only. If propane gas piping 

work is to be performed by a Plumbing Contractor, the Plumbing Contractor (not the business owner) should apply 

for the ‘Propane (LPG) – Commercial’ permit. 

Permit Type 35*: Propane (LPG) – Temporary Installation 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the non-permanent installation of propane gas appliances, 

equipment, and/or piping systems for special events, temporary construction, authorized encampments, etc. 

 

Permit Type 36*: Natural Gas or Propane (LPG) – Demolition or Removal 

Description: This permit is used by all applicant types for the demolition or removal of existing natural gas or propane 

gas appliances, equipment, and/or piping systems or parts thereof. This permit is only required when the only work 

being done is demolition or removal. If such work is being done in addition to installing new gas piping or equipment, 

the fuel gas installation permit will cover the demolition scope of work. 

 

Specialty Gas Permits 

Permit Type 51a/51b*: Medical or Dental Gas 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform medical or dental gas piping work of 

any category or classification (including demolition or removal) on any project. Medical or dental gas includes any 

medical or dental gas distribution or vacuum collection system regulated by and/or designed in accordance with NFPA 

99. Category 1 and 2 systems must be submitted as a separate drawing set from any other work. Category 3 systems 

subject to plan review due to size may be submitted as part of a plumbing drawing set. 

 

Permit Type 52a*: Laboratory Gas 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing or General Contractors to perform laboratory gas piping work 

(including demolition or removal) on any project. Laboratory gas includes any non-medical, non-fuel gas distribution 

or vacuum collection system that is not regulated by or designed in accordance with NFPA 99 and is installed primarily 

for research or process purposes. Lab gas systems may be submitted as part of a plumbing drawing set. 

Note: Compressed air and nitrogen gas distribution systems in auto service shops and similar occupancies are not 

applicable to this permit or any permit issued by PHSKC. Contact SDCI for information about permitting this type of 

work. 

 

Miscellaneous Permits 



Permit Type 41*: Backflow Assembly 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform backflow assembly installations of any 

type on any project. This permit applies only to those backflow assemblies that require annual testing and are 

required by Code, regulation, or the AHJ to prevent health hazards associated with back-pressure and back-siphonage 

conditions. Non-testable backflow assemblies installed voluntarily or at the point of use do not require a separate 

backflow permit. 

 

Permit Type 11a*: Alternate Water System - Residential 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project involving 

rainwater, stormwater, or groundwater harvesting, gray or black water reuse, and other types of water catchment or 

reuse systems on any project containing any R-type occupancy (including mixed-use projects). For projects with both 

traditional plumbing and alternate water systems, this permit is required in addition to the applicable plumbing 

permit. All alternate water system designs are subject to plan review and must be submitted as a separate drawing 

set. 

 

Permit Type 12a*: Alternate Water System - Commercial 

Description: This permit is used by licensed Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work on any project involving 

rainwater, stormwater, or groundwater harvesting, gray or black water reuse, and other types of water catchment or 

reuse systems on any project that does not contain any R-type occupancy. For projects with both traditional plumbing 

and alternate water systems, this permit is required in addition to the applicable plumbing permit. All alternate water 

system designs are subject to plan review and must be submitted as a separate drawing set. 

 

* Permit types with an ‘a’ suffix represent a permit for a project requiring plan review. Permit types with a ‘b’ suffix 

represent a permit for a project that does not require plan review. Permit types with no suffix typically do not require 

plan review under any circumstance. For information regarding plan review requirements, please review our 

Occupancy and Use guidance document. 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/environmental-health/plumbing-gas-piping/occupancy-and-use.pdf

