
Type of Work Specific Permit Type Needed

Specialty Permit Decision Tree

What type of work is 

being done?

51a/51b* Medical or Dental Gas

52a/52b* Laboratory Gas

N/A

11a* Alternate Water System - Residential

Project Description

Non-Fuel Gas Piping

Backflow Assembly Installation

Any work involving the installation or removal 

of a testable backflow assembly within a 

building. Also applies to backflow assemblies 

installed outside of a building and on private 

property in Unincorporated King County

Water Reclamation or Reuse

Medical Gas Systems

Any work involving piped medical gas systems in 

a general healthcare facility (Medical Air, Tool Air, 

Medical Vacuum, N2O, O2, WAGD, etc.)

Dental Gas Systems

Any work involving piped gas systems in a dental 

facility (Dental Air, Dental Vacuum, N2O, O2)

Laboratory Gas Systems

Any work involving piped non-medical gas systems 

not regulated by NFPA 99 and associated with 

research or lab use (Compressed Air, Oxygen, 

Nitrogen, etc.).

Veterinary Clinic Gas Systems

Any work involving piped gas systems not regulated by 

NFPA 99 and intended for non-human exposure only 

(Compressed Air, Vacuum, N2O, O2, WAGD, etc.)

Rainwater Harvesting

Any work associated with potable or non-potable 

rainwater systems for residential or commercial use.

Gray Water System

Any work associated with gray water reclamation 

or reuse for residential or commercial projects.

Black Water System

Any work associated with black water reclamation or 

reuse for residential or commercial projects.

Stormwater System

Any work associated with stormwater (non-roof surface) 

reclamation or reuse for residential or commercial projects.

Permitting not yet available for this system 

type. Future permitting pending rulemaking by 

WA State Department of Health and 

development of WAC 246-275.

41* Backflow Assembly

* Permit types with an ‘a’ suffix represent a permit for a 
project requiring plan review. Permit types with a ‘b’ 
suffix represent a permit for a project that does not 
require plan review. Permit types with no suffix typically 
do not require plan review under any circumstance. For 
information regarding plan review requirements, please 
review our ‘Occupancy and Use’ guidance document.

12a* Alternate Water System - Commercial

Does the work include 

a residential 

occupancy type?

Yes

No


