
Child 
Passenger 
Safety 
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Unintentional 
Motor Vehicle 
Traffic deaths 
are one of the 
top 3 causes of 
injury death to 
children ages 
0-14



13% of King County's 
population is 
under the age of 12.

That's about 
303,700 kids 
who should 
use 
child safety seats!

Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census, Demographic and Housing Characteristics, 2020



WTSC

Infant seat
Rear Facing only
Newborn and infants

Convertible
Rear facing:  Newborn to toddler
Forward Facing: Toddler to Preschool 

“All in One” or “3 in 1”
Rear facing: Newborn to Toddler
Forward Facing: Toddler to Preschool 
Booster seat: Preschool to School age

Harnessed Booster  Forward Facing only
Harness: Toddler to Preschool
Booster: Preschool to School age
 

Backless Booster
Preschool to School Age
Minimum Age 4 to 4’9” 
(around 8-12 years old) 

 

High Back Booster
Preschool to School Age
Minimum Age 4 to 4’9” (around 8-12 
years old) 



Up to age 2 
Rear facing car seat with harness

Ages 2-4 
Car seat with a harness
(Rear facing or Forward facing)

Ages 4 years and older 
Car seat with harness or 
Booster seat until they are 4’9” tall

Up to age 13-
Ride in the back seat when practical



www.thecarseatlady.com



“ The BEST car seat is the   
   one that:
• fits the child correctly, 
• can be installed correctly 

in the vehicle, and 
• is used every time”



Most Common Errors
Inappropriate type of car seat
 Premature transition into the next stage of car seats
 Discontinuation of booster seat use too soon
 Ride in the front seat of vehicle too soon

Car seat installation errors
 Seat belt or Lower anchors are too loose
 The car seat is at the wrong angle
 Tether not used when forward facing

Harnessing errors on the child
 Harnesses are too loose
 Harnesses are positioned incorrectly



BASIC 
CAR SEAT 
TIPS



Tight car seat installation



Installed at correct angle



Correct top tether use (when forward facing)



Correct harness height



Snug harness adjustments 

Chest clip at armpit level and unable to pinch webbing



Correct 
Booster Seat 
seatbelt 
placement



No seat?

Help your clients 
PREPARE… early!



$69

$59

$59

$45

$14



• Health plan incentives
• Connect clients to organizations 

with KidVantage or Westside Baby 
partnerships

• Community education/training 
partnerships with organizations 
such as Safe Kids Seattle/South 
King County

• Donated used seats- How have 
they been “cleared” for use? 



www.wacarseats.com

Free materials in many languages!



King County 
car seat assistance

• Child Passenger Safety Events

• One-on-one appointments 

• Virtual Checkups

• Fee-based Private technician 
appointments

• Special Events with organizations



Go to: www.kingcounty.gov/carseats



www.kingcounty.gov/carseats

Laura Miccile
Public Health- Seattle & King County

EMS Division

206-477-8664  
laura.miccile@kingcounty.gov



Become a Child Passenger Safety Technician

http://cert.safekids.org

2024 King County 
Certification courses

June (Muckleshoot)

July (North Seattle)
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