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Overview

Beginning October 1, 2026, federal Medicaid eligibility rules are
changing that will impact eligibility for certain Apple Health
(Medicaid) programs.

Section 71109 of House Resolution 1 (H.R.1) amends the

definition of qualified non-citizen to include only:

» Lawful permanent residents (who have met or are exempt from
the 5-year bar)
» Compact of Free Association (COFA) immigrants

» Cuban/Haitian entrants
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Overview

©Individuals who are no longer eligible for Apple Health due to
the H.R.1 changes will lose coverage after September 30, 2026.

© These changes do not affect:
» Children age 18 and under
» Pregnant individuals
» Emergency services (AEM)
» Apple Health Expansion
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Non-U.S. citizen definition change

Lawful permanent residents (LPR) are eligible for Apple Health if
they:

» Have met the 5-year bar; or

> Are exempt from meeting it.

The 5-year bar is a federal law that requires many qualified
iImmigrants to wait five years before becoming eligible for federal
Apple Health coverage, unless their initial status exempts them

from the 5-year bar.

Armed service members on active duty, honorably discharged veterans, and family members
who are lawful permanent resident are exempt from the 5-year bar.
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Non-U.S. citizen definition change

If an individual had one of the following immigration statuses, but is
now a lawful permanent resident, they are exempt from the 5-year
bar and will still qualify for Apple Health:

» Amerasians » Immigrants from Iraq or Afghanistan
» Cuban/Haitian granted the following:
» Victims of trafficking and > Special immigrant status
their family members > Special immigrant conditional
» Refugees permanent resident

> Asylees
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Apple Health programs not impacted by
H.R. 1

© The following programs are not impacted:

» Apple Health for Pregnant » Family Planning Only (state only)
individuals » Medical Care Services (MCS)

> After-Pregnancy Coverage (APC)  » Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)

> Apple Health for Kids » Foster Care/Adoption Support

> Emergency Medical (AEM) » Long-Term Services and Supports

» Apple Health Expansion (AHE) (LTSS) for noncitizens
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Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)

Newly arriving refugees or newly approved asylees or other
categories newly approved for refugee benefits may be eligible
for the Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA) program for a period
of four months from their date of entry or approved status if
they meet other eligibility criteria.

Refugees may continue to be eligible for children’s medical and
pregnancy related coverage if they meet all other eligibility
criteria.
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Transitioning approach

© MAGI and Classic Apple Health programs:

» In July HCA and DSHS will reverify the immigration status and eligibility for
impacted individuals.

» Individuals whose immigration status cannot be reverified will receive a letter asking
them to update their eligibility information.

> Individuals will receive a 90-day reasonable opportunity period to provide
documentation.

> Letter explains HR1 impacts, coverage options, and to update their information
with HCA or DSHS if they:

Are currently pregnant;

Had a pregnancy end in the last 12 months; or
Need Emergency Medical (AEM)
MCS
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Options for individuals losing coverage

Individuals who lose coverage may still qualify for certain coverage types:
» Apple Health for Pregnant individuals
After Pregnancy coverage (APC)
Apple Health for Kids
Emergency Medical (AEM)
Apple Health Expansion (AHE)*
Family Planning Only (FPO)
Medical Care Services (MCS)
Qualified health and dental plans with savings through Washington Healthplanfinder

vvvyvVvyVvyywyypy

*Apple Health Expansion is one of the few Apple Health programs with limited enroliment. At this
time, the enrollment limit has been met.
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Emergency
Medical (AEM)
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Overview

O©AEM is a Washington Apple Health (Medicaid) program for
individuals who have a qualifying medical emergency and:

» Do not meet citizenship or immigration status requirements or

» Are qualified non-US citizens who have not met the 5-year bar.
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Qualifying Medical Emergency

© Qualifying medical emergencies include:

» Emergency room care, inpatient admission or outpatient surgery
» Cancer treatment

» Dialysis treatment

» Anti-rejection medication for a post-organ transplant

© HCA clinical staff determine whether the medical condition
meets the definition of a qualifying emergency medical
condition.
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Qualifying Medical Emergency definition

WAC 182-500-0030

A medical condition manifesting itself by acute symptoms of
sufficient severity, including severe pain, such that the absence
of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to

result in:
» Placing the patient’s health in serious jeopardy
» Serious impairment to bodily functions
» Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part
» Anti-rejection medication for a post-organ transplant
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Apply for MAGI Apple Health

© Adults age 19-64, children, parents/caretakers, or pregnant
individuals, apply for Apple Health AEM:

» Online: Go to Washington Healthplanfinder - select the "Apply Now"
button.

» Call the Washington Healthplanfinder Customer Support Center.
> Phone: 1-855-923-4633.
» Paper: Submit an Application for health care coverage (18-001P).

» In-person: At no additional cost, a local Health Benefit Exchange
Navigator can help you apply for health coverage.
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https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-001P&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-001P&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-001P&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/HBEWeb/Annon_DisplayBrokerNavigatorSearch.action?brokerNavigator=NAV
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/HBEWeb/Annon_DisplayBrokerNavigatorSearch.action?brokerNavigator=NAV
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/apply-or-renew-coverage

Apply for Classic Apple Health

O Individuals age 65 or older, have blindness or a disability, or
need Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS), apply for Classic
Apple Health coverage:

» Online: Go to Washington Connection- select the "Apply Now" button.

» Paper: Submit an Application for Aged, Blind, Disabled, or Long-Term
Services and Support (HCA 18-005).

» Phone: Request an application by calling 1-877-501-2233.

» In-person: Local community services office.

O Interpreter services are available
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https://www.washingtonconnection.org/home/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/forms-and-publications?combine=18-005&field_free_topic_tid=All&field_free_document_type_value_1=All&sort=filename+ASC
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-locations

Resources

Washington State
Health Care AUthority



Resources

© Changes coming to Apple Health (for clients)

O H.R.1T impacts (for stakeholders)

© Supporting clients with changes to Apple Health (for

community partners)
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https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/changes-coming-apple-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/apple-health-medicaid/hr-1-impacts
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health

Resources

© New! H.R.1T Communications toolkit

O Retroactive coverage fact sheet

© Work requirements and renewals fact sheet

© Noncitizen fact sheet

© Noncitizen changes coming to Apple Health eligibility

O Stay connected with us:
» Sign up for Apple Health general updates
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https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/hr1-communications-toolkit.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/hr1-retro-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/hr1-work-requirements-and-renewals-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/hr1-noncitizen-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/hr1-noncitizen-fact-sheet.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAHCA/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAHCA_433

Questions?

® Email: HCA Apple Health Eligibility Policy
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mailto:hcaaheligibilitypolicy@hca.wa.gov
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