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Name Org/Address 
Amanda Richer 
Consumer Representative 

Seattle, WA 

Amanda Richer believes that the largest barrier to getting healthcare is the instability of the situation of 
being unhoused and how that impacts connecting with medical care. As a disabled woman, she has faced 
barriers and challenges associated with lack of or ineffective medical care and has used these experiences 
to learn and lift others up. She looks forward to bringing her perspectives to the Council. 

Anita Souza, PhD, MA 
Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Washington 
School of Nursing 
Psychosocial & Community Health 
Seattle, WA 

Dr. Anita Souza is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Washington's School of Nursing in the 
Department of Psychosocial and Community Health. She completed her PhD in Nursing Science in 2016 
with a focus on the impact of Dementia on individuals who live alone in the community. She is especially 
concerned about the needs of older adults with dementia who are homeless and often invisible. 

Benjamin Miksch* 
Senior Program Manager 

Advocates for Human Potential 
Seattle, WA 

Benjamin Miksch is deeply committed to the work of ending homelessness, which is always two parts - 
the long-term work of addressing the structural oppression and deprivation that causes homelessness, 
and the immediate work of addressing the current crisis and helping save lives and meet peoples' needs 
right now. 

Brandy Taylor* 
CEO 

Seattle Roots Community Health 
Seattle, WA 

Brandy Taylor has over 20 years work experience in healthcare administration, and can integrate her 
experience by designing culturally responsive programs, addressing health disparities, and advocating for 
systemic change. She represents the Community Health Center Council, which allows for advocacy on 
systemic issues, alignment of resources with community needs, and strategic input, driving impactful 
initiatives and improving health outcomes for vulnerable populations. 



Charese Jones 
Director of Homeless and 
Clinical Operations 

Neighborcare Health 
Seattle, WA 

 
Charese Jones is the Director of Homeless and Clinical Operations at Neighborcare and oversees the full 
scope of innovative health care services for individuals currently or formerly homeless. She is passionate 
about advocating for what is right and is excited to be in a space where she can leverage the voices of her 
community and the unhoused. 
 
 
Christopher Archiopoli 
Program Manager 

LEAD at Purpose. Dignity. Action (PDA) 
Seattle, WA 

 
Christopher Archiopoli currently serve as a Project Manager for LEAD with Purpose. Dignity. Action. (PDA). 
Our core mission is to collaborate with community case managers to serve people who have historically 
been involved with the criminal legal system and connect them with harm reduction based services with 
the hope of improving the trajectory of their life and reducing recidivism. His goal is to amplify the voices 
of those who don't have a seat at the table and work to identify opportunities where he can make a 
difference. 
 
Dean Frazier* 
Community Engagement 
Specialist 

Molina Healthcare 
Seattle, WA 

 
For the last 3 ½ years, Dean Frazier has been directly involved with the homeless/underserved population 
here in Seattle. He has met with clients one-on-one providing guidance and resource information, and has 
done outreach, including tabling, street outreach and encampments, met with clients at their housing 
facilities, and organized several comprehensive resource fairs. Community and partnership mean 
everything to him. He believes we are all in this together, so let’s find a way to work together to uplift and 
support those around us who are less fortunate in a way that brings people dignity and hope. 
 
 
Debbie Adams, LMSW* 
 

Mercy Housing 
Seattle, WA      

 
Debbie Adams has worked for over 20 years as a master's level social worker, with all populations of 
homeless families, individuals, adults, and children. Her background stems mainly from working with 
individuals who were HIV positive and homeless in BIPOC communities.  
 
 
Gail Emanuel 
Consumer Representative 
 

Auburn, WA 

Gail Emanuel is a community advocate who wants to bring her experience about gaps in services to help 
those who are still suffering. 
 
 



Julissa Sanchez* 
Director of Advocacy 

CHOOSE 180 
Seattle, WA 

Julissa Sanchez currently works as Director of Advocacy for CHOOSE 180, an organization that has the 
privilege to support those who have been impacted by the justice system; many of them have been 
charged with crimes of poverty as a result of unstable housing. She was also a former community 
organizer and tenants rights educator with the Tenants Union, protecting tenants from homelessness, 
displacement by teaching them their rights, helping them organize and connecting them to resources. She 
looks forward to helping support our community facing homelessness, and represent CHOOSE 180's 
work/collaboration with the Council. 

Kristina M. Sawyckyj 
Consumer Representative 

Seattle, WA 

Kristina Sawyckyj worked 12 years as a psychiatric nurse before moving to Washington and was also a 
corpsman in the US Navy. She sees the biggest challenges as the fragmented care system (particularly the 
divide between the VA and other hospital systems), navigating insurance, accessibility of specialty care, 
transportation, and sensitivity of providers.  

Leslie Enzian, MD* 
Medical Director 

Harborview Medical Center 
Edward Thomas House Medical Respite Program 
Seattle, WA 

Dr. Leslie Enzian is an internist and addiction medicine specialist working at Harborview Medical Center’s 
Pioneer Square Clinic and is the Medical Director of Edward Thomas House Medical Respite Program. She 
has been trained in Trauma Informed Care and cross-cultural communication and strives to provide 
culturally sensitive services to patients. She hopes to share insights on the unmet needs for people 
experiencing homelessness based on her many years as a medical provider. 

Maria Arns* 
Consumer Representative 

Auburn, WA 

Maria Arns was an MA for 9 years and an LPN for 15 until she got injured on-the-job then lost her home. 
She has experienced homelessness at different points in her life, but is now living in permanent 
supportive housing. She is an advocate for mental health and substance use services, and helps walk 
people through systems with empathy and persistence.  

Samhita Korukonda* 
Student 

Bellevue, WA 

Samhita has been an active member of not only the Bellevue community but of King County and state 
leadership. She serves a CEO and founder of an educational non-profit dedicated to uplifting aspiring low-
income STEM students. Teaching formerly homeless students or working with refugee families through 
her nonprofit has allowed her to understand and articulate their concerns. As a member of HCHN, she 
hopes to merge her unique experiences in the nonprofit, healthcare, and government sectors along with 
her perspectives as a student to best represent the homeless populations of Seattle. 



Shubham Bansal 
Student 

Seattle, WA 

Shubham Bansal is a student at the University of Washington and has direct experience with populations 
such as teenagers who suffer from neurodegenerative diseases, adults living in long term care facilities, 
and unhoused individuals with substance abuse/mental health issues. He is passionate about addressing 
these challenges and advocating for policies that prioritize health and safety for people experiencing 
homelessness in King County. 

Someireh Amirfaiz, Ed.D. MHP 
Executive Director, New 
Americans Alliance for Policy 
and Research 

Bellevue, WA 

Someireh Amirfaiz is a non-profit and community leader, and was formerly the ED of Refugee Women’s 
Alliance for 13 years. She has more than twenty years of leadership experience in the non-profit field 
advocating for refugee and immigrant and other families and children of color who are impacted by 
poverty and racial and social disparities. As a member of the Council, she will bring her experience and 
expertise to ensure we work towards addressing health inequities facing our homeless community 
members. 
Zsa Zsa Floyd 
Consumer Representative 

Kent, WA 

Zsa Zsa Floyd is certified in Medical Billing/Coding and training to become a Peer Counselor. She has 
experienced homelessness off and on for a lot of her life. She sees many challenges for people 
experiencing homelessness, particularly that suffering from addiction/psychiatric problems are a huge 
barrier to getting services.   


