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Kasandra Brown
• Western Service Area Non-Federal 

Program Implementation Manager (WSA 
Non-fed PIM)

• Operations & Program Analytics Team, 
AJV-W390

• Under the Planning & Requirements 
Group (PRG) at the Western Service 
Center
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What is the Non-Federal Program?
• The Non-Federal Program (NFP) oversees the technical specifications, 

commissioning, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of certain 
non-federally owned systems that are used in the National Airspace 
System (NAS).

• The NFP also oversees the training and verification of non-federally 
employed technicians who maintain, repair, and verify these NAS systems.

• The FAA’s Advanced Systems Design Service (ASDS) Team, AJW-121, is 
responsible for implementing and managing the NFP under the direction of 
the Air Traffic Organization (ATO). 
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Commonly used terms
• Non-federal (or Non-fed) System: NAS equipment that is owned and 

operated by a non-federal entity. 
• Sponsor: a non-federal entity that owns and is financially responsible for the 

maintenance and safe operation of the Non-fed system. 
• Non-fed Technician: An individual hired by the Sponsor and authorized by 

the FAA to perform and document maintenance activities on Non-fed 
systems.

• Inspector: usually an active FAA technician with the responsibility of 
inspecting Non-fed systems on behalf of the NFP.

• Program Implementation Managers (PIM): assisting sponsors with 
managing their non-federal NAS systems.
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What guides the NFP?
• United States Code (USC) Title 49: Transportation

• Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 14, Part 171: Non-Federal 
Navigation Facilities

• FAA Order 6700.20C: Approval, Operation, and Oversight of Non-federal 
Systems
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System Siting Guidance
• Order 6740.4: NonDirectional Beacon (NDB) Installation Standards Handbook

• Order 6750.16: Siting Criteria for Instrument Landing Systems (ILS)

• Order 6820.10: VOR, VOR/DME and VORTAC Siting Criteria

• Order 6820.14: Siting Criteria for Distance Measuring Equipment (DME)

• Order 6884.1: Siting Criteria for Ground Based Augmentation System (GBAS)

• Order JO 6560.20: Siting Criteria for Automated Weather Observing Systems 

(AWOS)
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Common Issues

• Uneven terrain

• Buildings/hangers

• Dense or tall vegetation

• Water, snow, or ice buildup

• Wildlife
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Vegetation around AWOS
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GS and terrain



11

LOC critical area
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VOR and DME 
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Snow and ice on a DVOR
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Non-federal Program website
• www.FAA.gov/Go/NonFed

• Provides an overview of the 

program 

• Contact list for the NFP

• Links to guidance and 

policies

• List of approved vendors

• FAQs

www.FAA.gov/Go/NonFed
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