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Airport Deputy Director

Tim Mensonides 
Airport Manager



PAE Behind the Scenes

•Operations Specialists Nick Calhoun, Cody 
Engdahl and Lou Ramos

•Operations Specialists
•Operations and Security Manager Brad Widrig
•Prosecuting Attorney
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552 Based Aircraft
278 County T-Hangars

135 Tie Down Spots
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Why?
Per the FAA what is an airport sponsor's 
responsibility for hangar use?
1. Manage … hangars through … a written 

lease agreement …;
2. Monitor the use of hangars on the 

airport and take steps to prevent 
unapproved non-aeronautical use;

3. Minimize the length of time to provide 
hangar space for those on a "waiting 
list"; and require non-aviation users pay 
a fair market rental for the use of the 
hangar and if needed,...
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Why?
FAA Policy on the Non-Aeronautical Use 
of Airport Hangars, Section II. Standards 
for Aeronautical Use of Hangars, 
Subsection B prohibits
- Aircraft that are in serious disrepair, 
missing parts, or with flat tires
- The indefinite storage of nonoperational 
aircraft, commonly called “derelict 
aircraft.”
- For kit aircraft, those that have not 
shown signs of progress in assembly for 
extended periods of time.
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Why?



The Issue…
2019 2023
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Define Your Processes and Timeline Regarding:

• Leases and Hangar Use Agreements
• Airport Rules and Regulations
• Compliance and Inspection Program
• Enforcement and Outreach
• Notices
• Process for ending leases
• Eviction and legal process
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Auburn:

-Work with individuals

-What do you do if the owner suffers  from mental health 
issues? 

-Internship

-Be Ready for stories  and excuses
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Auburn Storage Agreement:

“Parking of derelict aircraft is  prohibited on airport 
property. Dere lic t a ircraft is  defined as  an a ircraft that is  
not in ac tive  res toration, cons truction, or maintenance  
or does  not have  a  current Regis tra tion and 
Airworthines s  Certificate. The tow-away, removal, or 
storage of any such aircraft or components  thereof shall 
be at the owner’s  sole cost and expense and without 
liability to the City of Auburn.”
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Auburn Rules and Regulations

2.1.23 Abandoned Property & Derelict Aircraft
No person shall abandon any property on airport property or 
in any airport building. Abandoned property (including 
tenant property abandoned after lease expiration or 
termination) shall be disposed of as provided by law.

Derelict aircraft at the airport are subject to ACC 12.56.385
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Auburn City Code 12.56.385 Derelict aircraft
A. Storage of Derelict Aircraft Prohibited. No person may park or store a derelict aircraft on airport property. A 
derelict aircraft is an aircraft or any aircraft components:
1. Not being actively restored, constructed, or maintained; or
2. Not in flyable condition; or
3. Not certified airworthy by the Federal Aviation Administration.
B. Removal of Derelict Aircraft.
1. The airport manager or designee may immediately remove a derelict aircraft that obstructs a taxiway, 
runway, or parking area, or that endangers the safety of persons or property at the airport.
2. Otherwise, upon finding a derelict aircraft on airport property, the airport manager or designee may post a 
notice on the aircraft and/or give written notice to the aircraft owner requiring removal of the aircraft from 
airport property within 10 business days. The airport manager or designee may remove any derelict aircraft 
thereafter remaining on airport property.
3. In either case, the costs of towing, removal and/or storage of the aircraft shall be paid by its owner. The city 
shall not be liable for any costs or damages resulting from the removal. (Ord. 6821 § 2, 2021.)
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Documentation
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2016/2017 2018 2019/2020 2021
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2023
Inspection 
Documentation
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2023
Inspection 
Documentation
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2024
Inspection 
Documentation



Process

Annually
Inspect Hangar

Post & Send 
Violation 
Notices

Follow Up 
Notices and 

Calls

Notice to 
Community on 
Enforcement

Send Violation 
Notices

Establish 
Compliance 

Timeline

Escalate to end 
leases with non-

compliant 
tenants

Lease and
Hangar 

Use
Agreement

Signed 
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Preparations

• Reviewed Annual Hangar Inspection Form
• Sent Letter to our entire GA community prior to 

enforcement
• Drafted Initial Tenant Violation Letter
• Created a References / Resources List
• Drafted Notice to Terminate Lease
• Created a Communication Plan
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Resources We Provided

• Mechanics
• Aircraft Brokers
• Washington Pilots Association
• Recycling Company
• Aircraft Recovery Company
• Donations to On-Airport 

Schools, ARFF
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Resources We Provided (Continued)

• Used Aircraft Sales Websites - Public sites for selling aircraft
• Barnstormers https://www.barnstormers.com/ 
• Controller https://www.controller.com/ 
• Trade-A-Plane https://www.trade-a-plane.com/
• Facebook “Aircraft Marketplace, Aircraft for Sale or Buy” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1215732559277661/ 
• Facebook “Antique Airplanes, Classic, and projects for sale” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/981571041877891
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Resources (Continued)

• Airport Website Page
• WA DNR Derelict Vessel Turn In Program - Boats

• https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/aquatics/derelict-
vessels/vessel-turn-program   
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Communication Plan

• Heads up to your elected 
officials

• Notify all tenants this is 
coming

• Emphasized the goal is 
compliance and our 
willingness to help tenants 
find resources
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Eviction Notices

  aka

“Unlawful Detainer”
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Continued Challenges:

-Condo Hangar Owners

-Tie Downs



PAE Results…2023-2024

13 Noncompliant T-Hangars

• 8 vacated
• 2 required Unlawful Detainer 

via Process Server
• 4 repairing or restoring 
• 1 sold, transferring 

ownership 

13 Noncompliant Tie Downs

• 3 vacated
• 3 repairing or restoring
• 3 selling
• 4 in process of follow up
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The Issue… Can Improve!

2019 2023
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2024



Success Stories
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THANK YOU for this  effort! Having had so much trouble 
securing the hangar we’re in (33-14) when our partner died, I 
truly appreciate efforts  to kick out the people who use these as 
storage lockers.
Thank you Frank and team for enabling GA. 
This is great news! Thank you for your hard work on this.
Great job following up on hangar tenants that just storing stuff. 
Thanks for the update! Glad to see effort is under way to keep the 
field for active participants.
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Additional References

Grant Assurances
• Preserving Rights and Powers (Grant Assurance 5)
• Making the airport available for aviation use on 

certain terms (Grant Assurance 22)
• Not granting exclusive rights (Grant Assurance 

23)
• Ensuring safe operations (Grant Assurance 19) 
• Complying with the ALP (Airport Layout Plan) 

process and requirements (Grant Assurance 29)

Resources
• Frequently Asked Questions & Answers On FAA 

Policy on Use of Hangars at Obligated Airports
• https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_compliance/

hangar_use#q2

• FAA Policy on the Non-Aeronautical Use of 
Airport Hangars

• https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/
06/15/2016-14133/policy-on-the-non-
aeronautical-use-of-airport-hangars 

• Abandoned Aircraft Regulations RCW 14.08.122
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Daws on Frank A.A.E., IAP
Deputy Direc tor

Daws on.Frank@s noco.org
425-238-0401

Tim Mens onides , 
Airport Manager

tmens onides @auburnwa.gov  
253-333-6821

Questions?

mailto:Dawson.Frank@snoco.org
mailto:tmensonides@auburnwa.gov
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