King County released the New Energy design for King County Metro's zero-emission
bus fleet - a visual representation of the cleaner, quieter, sustainable buses providing
healthier mobility for riders and community.
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Figure 5. Community Scale Geographic GHG Emissions by Sector
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Figure 6. GHG Reduction Wedge — Pathways to Achieve Countywide Emissions Targets
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KEY ISSUES

Existing federal, state, and local policies and
actions drive emission reductions across many
sectors. Local government has a key role to
implement policies and ensure that measures
achieve intended reductions and benefits for
residents and frontline community members.
The GHG section of the 2025 SCAP identifies
measures and actions to achieve countywide
emission reduction goals. It builds on and is
informed by technical analyses that identify key
opportunities and pathways to reduce emissions.
The updated wedge analysis, based on the 2023
GHG inventory, projects emission reductions from
federal, state, and local actions, along with key
measures identified in the 2025 SCAP.

King County Executive and Washington State Governor tour
King County Georgetown Wet Weather Treatment Station,
where revenue from the WA Climate Commitment Act will
fund solar panel installation.

Countywide GHG Policy and Leadership

- King County’s goal is to reduce countywide sources of geographic GHG
emissions, compared to a 2007 baseline, 50 percent by 2030, 75 percent by
2040, and 95 percent by 2050 (with net-zero emissions through carbon storage
and other strategies by that year), as shown in the wedge analysis. The County will

pursue additional goals and actions to store carbon and reduce emissions from
consumption of goods and services.

- Existing and proposed federal, state, regional, and local climate measures,
combined with the local climate measures proposed in the 2025 SCAP, jointly
chart a path for King County to make significant progress toward regional GHG

reduction goals. If existing measures are upheld and fully implemented, estimates
project a 35 percent emissions reduction in the County compared to 2007 levels.
This progress falls short of 50 percent reduction target by 2030. Further cuts in
fossil fuel use in buildings, vehicle emissions, and the aviation sectors are needed.
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Forest and Agriculture

Be 2o 22 - King County forests and farms are a net carbon sink, meaning that they absorb

FORr Rt and store more carbon from the atmosphere than they emit. Emissions from land
cover changes, including forest harvest or wildfire, contribute approximately five
percent of King County GHG emissions. Increased carbon storage on forest and
agricultural lands in King County, due primarily to forest growth, is equivalent to
21 percent of the County’s GHG emissions. Net carbon storage is not shown in the
wedge analysis, but remains a key part of achieving the 2050 net-zero target.

- The 2025 SCAP proposes regional measures to accelerate implementation of the
Land Conservation Initiative, King County Forest Carbon Program, and 30-year Forest
Plan to expand carbon storage through efforts to protect and restore natural lands.

Enterprise Leadership and Accountability

- King County’s goal is to reduce total GHG emissions from government operations
by 50 percent by 2025 and 80 percent by 2030, compared to 2007 baseline. The
largest sources of government operational emissions are building energy use,
dependent on maintenance and operations of existing facilities, as well as capital
investments in new and retrofitted facilities; fleet and transit fuel use, dependent
on vehicle fueling type and fuel purchased; and fugitive methane from landfills and
wastewater.

- The 2025 SCAP proposes actions to build capacity of employees to advance
climate action, integrate climate action into budgets and planning, and champion
leadership for climate action across the King County enterprise.

Sustainable County Infrastructure

- Emissions from natural gas, propane, and fuel oil usage at County owned and
managed facilities contributed 7 percent of King County governments GHG
emissions. The 2025 SCAP proposes measures to strengthen the Green Building
Ordinance (GBO) and capital project management systems to maximize the
opportunity to reduce GHG emissions and benefits for community through
County investments.

- Emissions from landfill and wastewater treatment at County owned and managed
facilities contribute 34 percent of King County governments GHG emissions.
The 2025 SCAP proposes measures to improve landfill gas capture and biogas
utilization to reduce emissions from fugitive methane.

Zero-Emission County Fleets

- Emissions from diesel, gasoline, propane, and alternative fuels used by County-
owned fleets vehicles contribute 57 percent of King County government GHG
emissions. The 2025 SCAP proposes measures to transition to a zero-emission
fleet and expand the use of alternative low-carbon fuels to reduce fleet
GHG emissions.
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Local governments have a critical role in climate
action. King County serves as the regional
government for 39 cities and unincorporated
areas. The County is one of the largest counties in
the United States with a population of 2.3 million,
spanning from downtown Seattle to the crest of
the Cascades. As the regional provider for services
including transit, wastewater, solid waste, housing,
legal, regional parks, and public health among
others, King County can directly influence emissions
from residents and visitors.

King County plays a key leadership role in supporting
local jurisdictions to advance climate action. It has

COUNTYWIDE GHG POLICY
AND LEADERSHIP

demonstrated this by adopting stronger countywide
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets
through the King County Growth Management
Planning Council (GMPC). Cities and counties serve
as hubs for innovation, and by documenting and
sharing local successes, the County can inspire and
encourage climate action across the region.

Local governments cannot take all necessary steps
alone, as certain climate action measures fall under
state or national level jurisdiction. King County and
its partners have a key role convening partners and
advocating for strong climate policies at the state
and national levels.

Figure 7. King County Community Scale GHG Emissions, by Sector

In 2023, GHG emissions in King County increased by 5 percent when compared to the 2007 baseline.
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WHAT’S AT STAKE

As a County government, King County has direct
authority over key services that are required to
achieve GHG emission reduction targets. The
County has the opportunity to work with partners

at the local, state, and federal levels to equitably
deliver GHG emission reductions and the benefits of
investments to residents. King County is projected to
see significant population and employment growth,
approximately 30 percent from 2025 to 2050. If no
action is taken to reduce GHG emissions, they are
projected to grow from 25 million metric tons CO,e
to over 31 million, an increase of 25 percent.

WHAT WE’VE DONE TO
GET HERE

e King County and the 39 cities in the
County strengthened shared GHG
emissions reductions targets to 50
percent below 2007 levels by 2030; 75
percent below 2007 levels by 2040; and
95 percent below 2007 levels and net
carbon neutral by 2050.

e Advocated and convened partners
to successfully adopt a suite of
transformative state-level climate
policies.

King County 2025 Strategic Climate Action Plan

A BETTER OUTCOME

King County has a vision for regional climate

action that can serve as an example of how local
governments can collaborate to address climate
change at scale. By partnering with cities and other
jurisdictions, King County aims to coordinate state
legislative advocacy, share resources, and amplify
local successes to chart a path toward broader
national and global action. The 2025 SCAP serves as
a roadmap for how the County, at the local level, can
build on federal and state regulations and incentives,
to achieve greenhouse gas reduction goals.

WHAT WE’LL DO NEXT

e GHG 1. Share local climate action
successes in King County with regional,
state, and national audiences

e GHG 2. Engage utilities to advance
clean energy and vehicle electrification

e GHG 3. Advocate for and protect
climate policies at the local, regional,
state, and federal level

® GHG 4. Support local climate action
through the King County-Cities Climate
Collaboration

® GHG 5. Explore utilizing a regulatory
framework for city-scale emission
reduction targets

® GHG 6. Track SCAP progress through a
public facing climate dashboard




GHG 1.

Beyond direct implementation, one of the most powerful ways that King County can advance climate
action is communicating the successes and lessons learned of local action to spur action across the
region, nation and the world. King County will lead and coordinate departmental communication
teams to tell a unified story about the county's efforts, achievements, and lessons learned regarding
climate action. Stories will convey ways frontline communities are driving efforts, show how people
can get involved in climate action, and demonstrate the results of grants and additional funding
invested in SCAP actions.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:

ECO  C—— )
Advocate/ Convene Implement

PARTNER AGENCIES: Support

DCHS-DO; DES-DO; DLS-Admin; DNRP-DO; Metro-GM ACTION TYPE:

C TS
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New

Media
IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

EQUITY OBJECTIVES: { O N R
Engagement Easy Moderate Hard

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:
King County Comprehensive Plan

FUNDING NEED:

O I

Within current Additional
EARLY ACTION () capacity

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

{ o
County Grant Other




ENGAGE UTILITIES TO ADVANCE CLEAN
ENERGY AND VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION

Utilities will be a major driver and implementer of GHG emission reductions from the state Clean
Energy Transformation Act (CETA), Washington State Energy Code, Clean Buildings Act, and the
Climate Commitment Act (CCA). Utilities have significant influence and capacity to invest in the
future of King County’s energy and clean building landscape. It is crucial that King County collaborate
with utilities and community partners to advance an equitable green energy transition. The County
will collaborate and mobilize partners to work with utilities on related efforts and programs,
including review of utility integrated resource plans. The County will advocate for grid reliability, grid
modernization, renewables access and an equitable, managed transition off fossil fuels for buildings
and transportation sectors. King County priorities include reducing impacts of energy transition

to low-income households and frontline communities; supporting demand response and storage
technologies that reduce peak load and provide grid flexibility; prioritizing underserved communities
with community solar on community buildings or similar shared ownership models; and advocating
for equitable electricity rates that do not penalize electrification.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
ECO « I I )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
PARTNER AGENCIES: Support
Metro-GM; DNRP-DO; DES-DO ACTION TYPE:
G I I )
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New

K4C; utilities; equity and environmental nonprofits.

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
EQUITY OBJECTIVES: C : , S
Alignment and partnership; reduce disproportionate impacts; Easy Moderate Hard
share benefits

FUNDING NEED:
STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: ; : : ;

Washington S.:tate Energy Strategy - Commerce; King County Within current  Additional New
Comprehensive Plan capacity

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:
(¢ I I )}
County Grant Other

EARLY ACTION
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ADVOCATE FOR AND PROTECT CLIMATE
POLICIES AT THE LOCAL, REGIONAL,
STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVEL

Achievement of King County GHG emission targets is dependent on critical, ambitious climate
policies adopted by local jurisdictions, regionally by the GMPC, Washington State, and at the federal
level. The County will convene partners to protect against the weakening or repeal of critical climate
policies. King County will advocate to protect provisions that require allocation of benefits to frontline
communities. As shown in the GHG wedge analysis, successful implementation of the following
policies is critical to achieving GHG targets, including: the Seattle Building Emissions Performance
Standard, VISION 2050 (limits on growth outside of the Urban Growth Area combined with a Regional
Transportation Plan); state legislation such as CETA, CCA, Clean Buildings Act, Clean Fuel Standards,
Energy Codes, Zero Emission Vehicle Standards, Hydrofluorocarbon Policies; and federal legislation
such as Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Vehicle Standards, and the Inflation Reduction Act.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
ECO « I I D
Advocate/ Convene Implement
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Support
K4C; PSRC ACTION TYPE:
« I I )
EQUITY OBJECTIVES: Continuing Accelerated New

Share benefits

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: p : : y
King County Comprehensive Plan; King County Countywide Easy Moderate Hard
Planning Policies; K4C Washington State Legislative Agenda

FUNDING NEED:

q | | D)

Within current Additional New
capacity

EARLY ACTION

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:
« I I D
County Grant Other
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SUPPORT LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION
THROUGH THE KING COUNTY-CITIES
CLIMATE COLLABORATION

The King County-Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C) is a voluntary, but formal partnership of King
County, 22 cities, and the Port of Seattle focused on coordinating and enhancing the effectiveness of
local climate and sustainability action. K4C partners now represent the local governments of more
than 87 percent of the King County’s 2.3 million residents. The work of K4C partners is guided by the
K4C's Joint Climate Action Commitments, which are periodically updated, and shared greenhouse gas
reduction targets established in the King County Countywide Planning Policies.

King County will continue to lead coordination of the K4C partnership through a staff steering
committee of local jurisdictional staff and an Elected Official Outreach committee. King County
coordinates an Elected Official Work Session for elected officials in King County at least annually. Each

member city is expected to identify a member of their city council to serve as representative to the K4C.

The K4C will work to advance shared climate priorities in the SCAP via coordinated implementation,
collaboration on grant support, and Washington State legislative priorities. The County prioritizes using
the K4C peer support model to build capacity of local jurisdictions that have fewer dedicated climate
staffing resources.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
ECO « | | )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Support
K4C; Port of Seattle; Sound Transit; PSCAA ACTION TYPE:
(¢ I I D
EQUITY OBJECTIVES: Continuing Accelerated New

Engagement; share benefits

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

(¢ I I D
Easy Moderate Hard

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:
King County Countywide Planning Policies; K4C Joint Climate
Action Commitments; King County Comprehensive Plan

FUNDING NEED:

C | | D]

Within current Additional New
capacity

EARLY ACTION

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:
C I I )
County Grant Other
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All cities in King County have committed to shared GHG reduction targets, however no common
mitigation commitments to achieve the targets have been established nor a regulatory framework to
ensure that all cities are making progress toward shared goals. King County will work with the K4C and
the GMPC to explore using the King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) to implement the
existing countywide GHG reduction targets at the jurisdictional level. This exploration could include
following an approach similar to the recent state requirements (House Bill 1220) used to allocate
housing needed by income level for jurisdictions to meet the Growth Management Act (GMA) housing
requirements. This could include utilizing the GHG emissions inventory to inform the suballocation
process, establishing mitigation measures that all jurisdictions could take to achieve targets, and/or
updating the CPPs to establish mitigation measures that all jurisdictions shall take to achieve targets.
Implementation would require new technical staff capacity that can work with jurisdictions on their

allocations.

LEAD AGENCIES:
ECO

PARTNER AGENCIES:
Regional Planning

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:
K4C; GMPC; local jurisdictions;

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Share benefits

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:
King County Countywide Planning Policies

KING COUNTY ROLE:

Advocate/ Convene Implement
Support

ACTION TYPE:

C I D
Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

C I D
Easy Moderate Hard

FUNDING NEED:

{ S  E—
Within current Additional

capacity
FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

) i R
County Grant Other




GHG 6.

King County residents, elected leaders, and partners are eager to better understand the progress the
County is making toward its climate goals. King County will publicly display progress and performance
on the 2025 SCAP in a visually compelling and accessible online format. King County will create and
maintain a climate dashboard that includes progress on priority actions and performance targets for
the 2025 SCAP.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:

ECO  —— )
Advocate/ Convene Implement

PARTNER AGENCIES: Support

DES-Fleet; FMD; KCIA; DNRP-SWD; WLRD; Parks; WTD; DCHS- ACTION TYPE:

DO; Metro-GM; DLS-Admin; PHSKC-DO; PSB-Performance —— T ——— T

Continuing Accelerated New
EXTERNAL PARTNERS:

K4C IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

a7 >

EQUITY OBJECTIVES: Easy Moderate Hard

Engagement
FUNDING NEED:

O

Within current Additional
capacity

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:
King County 2025 Budget; King County Comprehensive Plan

EARLY ACTION ()

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

o I
County Grant Other




TRANSIT AND
TRANSPORTATION

The transportation sector accounts for 47 percent Achieving climate gains through transportation

of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in King and land use actions will mean continuing to
County. On-road vehicles such as cars, trucks and advance policies that support safer, healthier, less
buses cause over 26 percent of emissions, while carbon-intensive, and more efficient modes of

the other 21 percent come from aviation, marine, transportation, and that encourage and incentivize
and off-road mobile equipment. Lowering these walkable communities. Ensuring low-carbon
emissions will require a combination of reducing modes are less expensive and more convenient
car trips overall, using cleaner vehicles, and to use is key to achieving King County’s climate
shifting as many trips as possible from private cars goals and creating a socially equitable and

to transit, biking, rolling, and walking. Changes environmentally sustainable future.

in the transportation sector and shifts in travel
behaviors have multiple benefits for the health of
all residents and overall quality of life.

Figure 8. Community Scale Transportation Emissions in King County

Compared to 2007, GHG emissions from on-road vehicles increased by 2 percent in 2023,
while GHG emissions from aviation, marine, and other equipment increased by 13 percent.
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Source: Executive Climate Office, King County (2025)
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WHAT WE’LL DO NEXT

Support state, regional, and federal policy and
enabling legislation to reduce transportation
emissions:

e GHG 7. Improve local mobility by
communicating the need for stable,
sustained transit funding

GHG 8. Support the Washington State
Clean Fuel Standard (CFS) and robust
life-cycle emissions accounting of low
transportation fuels

GHG 9. Expand public access to EV
charging

GHG 10. Support and advance Zero-
Emission Vehicle Standards

GHG 11. Advocate for sustainable and
ethical procurement, re-use, and recycling
of EV batteries

GHG 12. Champion equitable road and
vehicle usage pricing, and road use charges

Focus development within proximity of high-
capacity transit and safe biking and walking
infrastructure:

e GHG 13. Advance the development of
Equitable Transit Oriented Communities
(ETOC)

e GHG 14. Grow revenue backing for the
Transit Oriented Development bond fund

King County 2025 Strategic Climate Action Plan

Provide fast, reliable, frequent, integrated, and
innovative transit and mobility services that
reduce car trips:

® GHG 15. Develop and implement a funding
strategy for Metro Connects to create
aregional, innovative, and integrated
mobility network that is safe, equitable, and
sustainable

A .

BN

e GHG 16. Grow the number of people served
by frequent transit, including RapidRide

g EVANAER

e GHG 17. Invest in speed and reliability
improvements at “hot spots” and along
frequent bus routes

B

Provide enhanced incentives and education
for car trip reduction and mode-shift, and
disincentives to driving alone:

e GHG 18. Expand adoption of commuter
benefit ordinances across King County

e GHG 19. Enhance transit rider education
and incentive programs

Expand and maintain infrastructure that
makes it easier and safer to take transit, bike,
walk and roll:

® GHG 20. Improve access to mobility
options

e GHG 21. Advocate for every city in King
County to adopt a complete streets policy

e GHG 22. Develop regional trails for walking,
biking and rolling

Reduce GHG emissions from aviation and
marine sectors:

e GHG 23. Limit aviation emissions and local
air pollution impacts




IMPROVE LOCAL MOBILITY BY
COMMUNICATING THE NEED FOR STABLE,
SUSTAINED TRANSIT FUNDING

Itis critical for King County to maintain existing state and federal revenue streams for public
transportation. King County’s ability to maintain fleet and facilities in a state of good repair, transition to
zero-emission operations (vehicles and facilities), and expand bus rapid transit are all very dependent
on state and federal revenue streams. These investments provide safe, frequent, and reliable transit
service to reduce VMT and GHG emissions. Over the next five years, the context at the state and federal
levels presents several risks to the continued availability of transportation funding. Washington State
has identified significant revenue shortfalls in transportation funding to support ongoing and planned
future investments. Federal transportation funding authorization in the Infrastructure Investment

and Jobs Act will expire in September 2026 and the future of the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 is
threatened. King County will advocate to maintain existing funding and communicate the need for
additional funding to maintain and grow transit services and capital investments.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
Metro-GM « I T )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
PARTNER AGENCIES: Support
ECO ACTION TYPE:
« I I )}
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New
PSRC; PSCAA; Regional Transit Committee - King County; King
County Transportation Benefit District; local jurisdictions IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
EQUITY OBJECTIVES: (Easy l l\/loderatel Hard)

Accessibility; accountability; alignment and partnership; economic

tunity and kf di ity; share benefit
opportunity and workforce diversity; share benefits FUNDING NEED:

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: — : — g
Within current Additional New

King County Metro Connects; PSRC Regional Transportation capacity
Plan; Seattle Transit Measure; VISION 2050; King County
Comprehensive Plan

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

C I ] )
County Grant Other

EARLY ACTION
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SUPPORT THE WASHINGTON STATE CFS
AND ROBUST ACCOUNTING OF LOW-CARBON
TRANSPORTATION FUELS

The Clean Fuel Standard (CFS) requires fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of
transportation fuels by 45 percent by 2038, as compared to 2017 levels. Under the CFS, suppliers

of fossil-based transportation fuels are regulated entities that must comply with the regulation by
reducing the carbon intensity of fuels they sell or by purchasing credits from producers and suppliers
of low-carbon fuels. A CFS is a critical policy to support the transition to zero-emission vehicles. King
County departments will generate credits, primarily from the use of electricity to fuel County fleet
vehicles. King County will reinvest revenues from the sale of CFS credits into climate investments.
King County will also advocate for efforts to extend and strengthen the CFS, along with rapid
implementation of alternative fueling infrastructure in Washington state, such as the development

of hydrogen hubs, to support zero-emission vehicle adoption across all transportation sectors. King
County will continue to be engaged in state rulemaking (such as the CFS) to ensure stringency of
emissions factors quantification is maintained. King County will ensure life-cycle emissions accounting
of zero-emission fuels, such as green hydrogen and biofuels, includes upstream GHG emissions.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
ECO C I I )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
PARTNER AGENCIES: Support
Metro-GM; DNRP-WTD, SWD; DES-Fleet ACTION TYPE:
(& I I D
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New

Ecology; K4C
IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

EQUITY OBJECTIVES: C I I )

Share benefits Easy Moderate Hard
STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: FUNDING NEED:

Washington Transportation Electrification Strategy - EV Council; p : 1 y
Con.nmerce; Kl.ng County Comprehensive Plan; K4C Joint Climate Within current Additional New
Action Commitments capacity

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:
¢ | | D)
County Grant Other

EARLY ACTION
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Electric school buses eliminate diesel air pollution, giving kids a healthier start and end
to their school day. Washington has 100 on the road today. Funding from the WA Clean
Fuel Standard will support efforts to transition to clean electric school buses.

King County departments generate credits under the WA Clean Fuel Standard program for fueling
transit buses with electricity, revenues will be reinvested in fleet electrification.
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Access to convenient and reliable public charging

ranks as a top concern among prospective EV buyers,
especially those without the option to install charging

at home. Pursuant to state and federal funds being
available, King County will continue to work with partners
to expand publicly accessible EV charging infrastructure
at County facilities and properties, assess fleet depot
locations for shared use charging, investigate options for
charging hubs with other agencies’ fleets, and explore
public-private EV charging partnerships. King County
will deploy infrastructure programs that increase and
prioritize frontline community access to EV charging
infrastructure, and ensure that installations occur in
“charging deserts,” multi-family housing, and other
overburdened areas not prioritized for buildout by
commercial networks.

To most efficiently identify the top priority locations for
future EV chargers, and to develop a portfolio of sites
suitable for submission to grant funding opportunities,
planners need a charging roadmap customized for

the region. King County will collaborate with regional
partners and neighboring counties, to support research
and publication of a regional EV charger implementation
roadmap. An underlying mapping exercise, in
coordination with underserved communities and the
Climate Equity Community Task Force, will catalog
existing charging, identify public EV “charging deserts”
and develop a prioritized plan for improved access and
investment.

Many residents of multi-family apartment or condo
buildings would consider buying an Electric Vehicle (EV)
but need help convincing property owners that onsite

King County 2025 Strategic Climate Action Plan

EXPAND PUBLIC ACCESS TO EV CHARGING

chargers are worth installing. King County will support
promotion of electric vehicle charging installation with
commercial property owners by engaging commercial
property owners and EV installation companies in
specialized support for EV charging installation,
including articulation of financial benefit and applicable
loan products and state/local incentives or rebates. This
includes promotional campaigns and connection to
third party technical assistance providers. Specifically,
ECO will take the lead on summarizing and packaging
technical assistance resources and work with applicable
County agencies, such as DLS's economic development
team, to disseminate information through established
networks and act as a trusted messenger for EV benefits
within the local business community in unincorporated
King County.

One of the biggest challenges in using public chargers

in King County, and along the West Coast, is finding

a reliable location where equipment is functioning
properly and has not been vandalized. The County will
engage with internal and external partners to identify
opportunities and funding to support emerging EV
charger designs and/or technology that improve overall
resilience, increase repairability, and enhance resistance
to repeated vandalism at County-owned and other
public facilities. The County will seek funds to pilot new
public EV charging equipment prototypes at County-
owned facilities that can meet more stringent uptime
requirements and explore how new ownership and
maintenance agreements with third-party providers
could serve to improve uptime of public chargers on King
County property.

LEAD AGENCIES:
ECO

PARTNER AGENCIES:
DES-FMD, DES-Fleet; Metro-GM, Metro-TFD; KCIT; PSB-RP;
DLS-DO; OEOCE

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:

EV public charging networks; local jurisdictions; Commerce;
Ecology; WSDOT; Sound Transit; PSCAA; PSRC; power utilities;
charging equipment vendors; K4C; Breaking Barriers Collaborative,
Tabor 100, Electric Utilities

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; alignment and partnership; capacity building;
economic opportunity and workforce diversity; share benefits

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:

Washington Transportation Electrification Strategy - EV Council,
Commerce; King County Comprehensive Plan; King County Green
Jobs Strategy Report

EARLY ACTION

KING COUNTY ROLE:
« I I )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
Support
ACTION TYPE:
C I I D
Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
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SUPPORT AND ADVANCE ZERO-
EMISSION VEHICLE STANDARDS

Washington has adopted California’s vehicle emissions standards, which set requirements for
manufacturers to increase the zero-emission vehicle sales of passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and
medium-duty vehicles over time. Clean car regulations have been effective in increasing the supply of
zero-emission vehicles available for purchase and in improving regional air quality, but work remains
to be done with regards to commercial fleets and trucking operations. King County will protect
adopted state Advanced Clean Cars and Clean Trucks standards, and advocate for the adoption

of additional zero-emission vehicle standards, including Advanced Clean Fleet rules, pending their
approval in California.

King County will also support opportunities to pilot zero-emission medium and heavy-duty (MHD)
vehicles in fleets countywide as they become available and engage in the rollout of related state rebate
programs aimed at MHD freight vehicles. The County will raise awareness among regional partners and
organizations of state rebates and funding opportunities for new technology, seek to collaborate on joint
funding proposals aiming first for the most polluting diesel vehicles (including school buses and port
drayage vehicles) in the most overburdened areas and freight corridors, and prioritize deployment of EV
fast charging equipment in locations and sites that support heavy-duty diesel truck transition to EVs.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
ECO (& I I )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
PARTNER AGENCIES: Support
Metro-GM; DES-Fleet; KCIT ACTION TYPE:
(¢ I I )}
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New
Ecology; WSDOT; PSCAA; PSRC; EV charging vendors; EV
manufacturers; Northwest Seaport Alliance; Port of Seattle; City of IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
Seattle; K4C
C I I )}
Easy Moderate Hard

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; alignment and partnership; reduce disproportionate

impacts; share benefits FUNDING NEED:

(& I I )
STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: ity Additional - Rew
King County Ordinance 19052; Washington Transportation
Electrification Strategy - EV Council, Commerce; WSDOT MDHD FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:
Rebate Program; Washington Advanced Clean Trucks Regulations (¢ I I D
(WAC 173-234); King County Comprehensive Plan; Washington County Grant Other

Clean Vehicles Program (Chapter 173-423 WAC); Northwest
Ports Clean Air Strategy (NWPCAS); City of Seattle’s Heavy Duty
Vehicle Electrification Incentive Pilot; K4C Joint Climate Action
Commitments
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ELECTRIC
VEHICLE
PARKING

Public charging available at King County International Airport.
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Encouraging responsible sourcing is a key strategy to promote environmental stewardship and respect
of human rights in the supply chain of primary materials for EV batteries, including lithium and cobalt.
King County will advocate for the development of sustainable and ethically sourced batteries for EVs

in the marketplace via national and state regulation. Metro will coordinate with the American Public
Transit Association (APTA) to advocate for industry standards specifically for ethical EV battery
sourcing, such as via the formation of an APTA working group on this topic for transit buses. King
County will also support state level regulations for EV battery re-use and/or recycling and to support
implementation of the WA Dept. of Ecology’s EV Battery Management Study (2024).

LEAD AGENCIES:
ECO; Metro-VM; Metro-GM; Metro-TFD

PARTNER AGENCIES:
DES-DO, FBOD, DO; Metro-GM, TFD

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:

WSDOT; Ecology; Commerce; OEM's; NAATBatt (battery trade
group); advocacy organizations; local jurisdictions; public transit
agencies

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; accountability; alignment and partnership; economic
opportunity and workforce diversity; share benefits;

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:

Ecology EV Battery Management Report; Washington
Transportation Electrification Strategy - EV Council, Commerce;
King County Sustainable Purchasing Policy (KCC 18.20)

EARLY ACTION ()

KING COUNTY ROLE:

{C— I )

Advocate/ Convene Implement
Support

ACTION TYPE:

| G— I )
Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

CC TS
Easy Moderate Hard

FUNDING NEED:

Within current Additional
capacity

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

| ]
County Grant Other

C 1




CHAMPION EQUITABLE ROAD AND VEHICLE
USAGE PRICING, AND ROAD USE CHARGES

Analysis completed by King County in 2020 found that along with increased transit service and
land use density, pricing vehicle travel via congestion pricing, tolling, a road usage charge, parking
pricing, or similar tools is necessary to achieve goals to reduce vehicle miles traveled. King County
will advocate for Washington State to develop equitable road and vehicle pricing, and road use
charges from which the revenue generated is flexible and can be used to support transit and other
multimodal investments to best meet the needs of the community and help achieve climate goals.

Washington State gas tax has been the primary revenue source to maintain, improve and expand
the roadway (highway/local streets) in Washington State and is restricted to roadway uses.

The State is looking towards implementing new revenue sources to replace the gas tax due to
declining revenues as vehicles become more fuel efficient and more drivers transition to EVs.
The State has investigated the creation of a road usage charge—a per-mile charge based on the
number of miles driven rather than by the gallon of gas. The needs of the transportation system
and the communities that it serves have changed since the gas tax was first enacted and new
transportation revenue sources should be designed to meet these needs.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
Metro-GM; ECO @ T T 3
Advocate/ Convene Implement
PARTNER AGENCIES: Support
DLS-Roads ACTION TYPE:
C I I D
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Continuing Accelerated New
Local jurisdictions; PSRC; WA State Transportation Commission;
public transit agencies IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
C I I D

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; accountability; alignment and partnership; share

Easy Moderate Hard

benefits FUNDING NEED:

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: ¢ : — )
Within current Additional New

King County Comprehensive Plan; VISION 2050; King County capacity
Metro Connects

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

C I I D
County Grant Other
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GHG 13.

Equitable Transit Oriented Communities (ETOCs) are
mixed-use, transit-served neighborhoods that provide
housing and transportation choices and greater social

and economic opportunity for current and future
residents. King County’s ETOC Policy, adopted in

2021, provides a strategic approach to supporting and
strengthening ETOC. In addition to TOD projects, where
King County owns and leases the land and takes the

lead, ETOC supports conditions that facilitate TOD led

by the private sector. King County will fund Metro’s ETOC
program and partner initiatives to build capacity needed
for ETOC policy implementation. Additionally, all new
Rapid Ride projects will include ETOC studies to ensure
communities can align transit investments with supportive
development while addressing displacement risks through
proactive measures.

King County Metro's ETOC program will support Metro's
Real Estate program and will identify and implement
strategic real property investments and repositioning

in support of ETOC outcomes noted in the policy. King
County will work to actively advance identified ETOC
opportunity sites within Metro's property portfolio
according to agreed-upon timelines and in cooperation
with jurisdictional and community goals, per available
development funds. The County will work to build capacity
to allow for work with communities to slow displacement
and provide opportunities to anchor communities in

place through ETOC projects, to meet development
opportunities currently in its pipeline, to participate in
regional resource development to streamline projects
where possible and to optimize King County'’s transit
investments and real estate portfolio to bring more people
within close proximity of frequent transit.

King County together with partners at the state and
local level will advocate for state, regional, and local
land use zoning that supports the creation of TOD with
inclusionary zoning requirements.

King County will coordinate development of a model
code for ETOC with King County jurisdictions to direct
local infrastructure investments that support transit
investments. Such a model code would include elements
such as suggested parking maximums, suggested
setbacks, sidewalk widths, appropriate development
densities based on surrounding land use, inclusionary
requirements and a menu of housing types, and
supportive infrastructure. Providing a model code will
aid jurisdictions in the adoption of supportive land use
codes to support the creation and growth of vibrant
transit-supportive communities.

King County will strive to remove historic barriers to
funding TOD. The opportunity to successfully implement
TOD projects on Metro's own property is limited to
properties with clean titles. In Metro's current property
portfolio, many sites that were originally owned by
Washington State Dept. of Transportation (WSDOT) or
purchased with Federal Highway Administration funds
have title restrictions tied to the funds used to purchase
those properties. Those title restrictions limit the
current use of those sites and negatively impact their
redevelopment potential. King County will work with the
Public Attorney’s Office and partner agencies to identify
ways to remove outdated requirements that limit the
ability to fund projects.

LEAD AGENCIES:
Metro-Capital

PARTNER AGENCIES:
DCHS-HCD; PSB-RP; DNRP-SWD; DLS-DO, Roads, Permitting;
ECO; PAO

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:
Sound Transit; local jurisdictions; private developers; Regional
Code Collaboration; K4C; WSDOT

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; alignment and partnerships; reduce disproportionate
impacts; share benefits

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:

VISION 2050; King County Metro Strategic Plan for Public
Transportation 2021-2031; King County Metro Connects; King
County Comprehensive Plan; Metro’s ETOC Policy

EARLY ACTION ()

KING COUNTY ROLE:

s S —" ]
Advocate/ Convene Implement

Support
ACTION TYPE:
{ G ) |

Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

C T T
Easy Moderate Hard

FUNDING NEED:

C—— T
Within current Additional

capacity
FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

{ G
County Grant Other




GHG 14.

A Transit Oriented Development (TOD) bond fund was set up by the County Executive following the
Sound Transit 3 ballot measure passed in 2016 and is backed by revenue generated from lodging
taxes. The current TOD bond authority does not match requested funding needs resulting in many
TOD projects not getting funded each year. King County will work to identify additional revenue
sources for King County’s TOD Bond funding to facilitate increased production of affordable
housing units near transit service and maximize the connection between transit investments

and housing growth. King County Metro will advocate for support needed for TOD and to align

with long-range plans. King County Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) will

manage any future funds.

LEAD AGENCIES:
Metro-Capital; DCHS-HCD

PARTNER AGENCIES:
ECO; PSB-Budget

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:
Local jurisdictions; PSRC

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; reduce disproportionate impacts; share benefits

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:

King County Metro Connects; King County Metro Strategic Plan
for Public Transportation 2021-2031; King County Regional
Homelessness Authority (KCRHA) Regional Action Framework for
King County; King County Comprehensive Plan

KING COUNTY ROLE:

Advocate/ Convene Implement
Support

ACTION TYPE:

C— 1T T
Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

C— 1T T
Easy Moderate Hard

FUNDING NEED:

C— 1T T
Within current Additional

capacity
FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

C T T
County Grant Other




DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A FUNDING
STRATEGY FOR METRO CONNECTS

Metro Connects, passed by King County Council in 2021, provides a vision for future service networks
with fast, frequent, and reliable service all day, every day throughout the County. Implementation

of Metro Connects exceeds available funding and additional resources will be needed for Metro to
achieve the vision and goals identified in the plan. The County will collaborate with local elected
leaders and community members to develop a decision package and regional ballot funding

measure to create a regional, innovative, and integrated mobility network that is safe, equitable, and
sustainable. Specifically, the County will seek additional funding to implement Metro Connects to help
sustain and grow service and implement the supportive capital programs. Regional funding will require
approval from the King County Transportation Benefit District, King County voter-approved funding, or
both. Metro, in partnership with local elected leaders, will continue to evaluate new sources of revenue,
many of which may require approval form the Washington State Legislature and ensure support for
public transportation is integrated into future climate policy revenue sources.

LEAD AGENCIES: KING COUNTY ROLE:
Metro-GM; Metro-F&A @ I I )
Advocate/ Convene Implement
EXTERNAL PARTNERS: Support
King County Council; King County Transportation Benefit District ACTION TYPE:
(6 I I D
EQUITY OBJECTIVES: Continuing Accelerated New

Accessibility; alignment and partnership; share benefits
IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:
STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS: p , : )
King County Metro Connects; PSRC's Vison 2050 and Regional Easy Moderate Hard
Transportation Plan; Sound Transit 3 (ST3); Washington Climate
Commitment Act (RCW 70A.65); King County Comprehensive Plan

FUNDING NEED:

C | | D

Within current Additional New
capacity

EARLY ACTION

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

(¢ I ] D
County Grant Other
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GHG 16.

Frequent transit refers to transit services that run at least every 15 minutes in both directions
throughout the day and evening, every day of the week, increasing reliability for riders. RapidRide
is Metro’s highest level of investment in frequent transit that provides convenience, innovation

and reliability. King County will continue to grow access to RapidRide and other frequent transit
service. By 2030, Metro will launch two new RapidRide lines (I and J) and continue work to plan two
additional RapidRide lines (R and K). The quality of transit service—primarily the three main quality
of service factors of frequency, proximity, and reliability of service—is critical to growing ridership
and supporting land use change necessary to reducing vehicle miles traveled and the associated
GHG emissions. Increasing the number of frequent routes in Metro's system addresses all three of

the service quality factors.

LEAD AGENCIES:
Metro-Mobility, Capital

EXTERNAL PARTNERS:
SDOT; Sound Transit; local jurisdictions; utilities

EQUITY OBJECTIVES:
Accessibility; alignment and partnership; reduce disproportionate
impacts; share benefits

STRATEGIC CONNECTIONS:
King County Metro Connects

EARLY ACTION ()

KING COUNTY ROLE:

C I B —

Advocate/ Convene Implement
Support

ACTION TYPE:

[ C—— I D
Continuing Accelerated New

IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY:

C I B — )
Easy Moderate Hard

FUNDING NEED:

CC T

Within current Additional New
capacity

FUNDING DEPENDENCIES:

) s I
County Grant Other




Transit Oriented Development under construction at Northgate Light Rail Station - BRIDGE
Housing and Community Roots Housing.

King County launched the RapidRide H line to expand rapid and frequent service.
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