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King County
2026-2027 Proposed Budget

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Sales Tax

The new 0.1% sales tax authorized by HB 2015 is projected to generate $203.5 million for King
County’s General Fund in the 2026-2027 biennium. Revenue from the new sales tax will maintain
core services and add funding for key priorities in the criminal justice system.

Protecting Core Services

When the 2025 budget was adopted, the County’s General Fund faced a 2026-2027 deficit of about
$150 million. By June 2025, the deficit had grown to about $175 million due to cost and caseload
increases. Revenue from the new sales tax will allow King County to preserve critical public safety
and related services:

About 80 Sheriff’s deputies serving the unincorporated area and regional functions.
Dozens of prosecutors and support staff.

Services for crime victims in Superior Court and the Prosecutor’s Office.

Services to help people navigate the judicial system, especially for family law cases.
Efforts to reduce gun violence through early intervention and community outreach.
Services for domestic violence survivors and victims of sexual assault that are provided
through contracts run by the DCHS.

Programs to divert people from the justice system.

Behavioral health programs that help people avoid contact with the justice system.
Services provided in adult and juvenile detention facilities that support education, training,
and re-entry.

Funding Key Priorities

The 2026-2027 Proposed Budget invests the remaining funds to address new requirements and
improve the justice system:

Increasing General Fund support for reducing gun violence ($3.4 million). This replaces
some, but not all, of the expiring federal funds.

Increasing victim support services in the Prosecutor’s Office ($2.2 million).

Adding funds to support recruiting and hiring in the Sheriff’s Office ($950,000).

Adding juvenile probation counselors in Superior Court to support youth with court- ordered
obligations ($960,000).

Adding funds to preserve homeless shelter services ($3 million).

Increasing General Fund support for behavioral health programs ($2 million).

Increasing compensation for interpreters in Superior and District courts to ensure access to
justice ($1.68 million).
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e Adding a Special Assault Unit deputy in the Sheriff’s Office to reduce the backlog of cases in
the unincorporated area ($435,000).

e Expanding adult reentry education and employment programming ($960,000).

o Adding staff and funding to the Department of Public Defense in response to higher filings
and new caseload standards ($6 million).

o Providing adequate funding to the Sheriff’s Office for services, supplies, and equipment
($7.45 million).

These additional funds covered a small fraction of requests from agencies that operate or support
the justice system, including behavioral health and homelessness services. Many requests for
additional staffing, expanded programs, and new initiatives had to be denied.
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