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2026-2027 Homelessness Investments  

 

The 2026-2027 Proposed Budget preserves funding for services for people experiencing 
homelessness despite the loss of one-time federal COVID funds and reduced state funding. 

Maintaining Shelter Services 

The 2026-2027 Proposed Budget invests $11.3 million in one-time funding to maintain King County 
Regional Homelessness Authority shelter services that were previously funded by federal COVID 
funds that expired in 2025. 

• $5.3 million will keep the SoDo Lighthouse Shelter (269 beds) open through the end of its 
lease in May 2027. The SoDo Lighthouse shelter is leased and operated in partnership with 
the City of Seattle.  

• $6 million will maintain an additional 101 shelter beds at the Miracle and Riverton Park Tiny 
House Villages and the Jefferson Shelter, as well as a South King County vehicle outreach 
program, which connects households living in vehicles to services, shelter, and housing 
opportunities.   

Opening a New Emergency Shelter 
The proposed budget includes $3.2M for the Federal Way Red Lion Emergency Shelter, which is 
expected to open in December 2025 with 81 shelter beds. A $2 million capital investment will 
maximize the number of beds at the shelter, while $1.2 million will support operations. 

Bolstering the Homeless Crisis Response System 

The Washington State Department of Commerce is reducing State Consolidated Homeless Grant 
funding for the homeless crisis response system in 2026.  The 2026-2027 Proposed Budget 
provides $5.3 million in one-time Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services levy funds to ensure 
ongoing funding of vital emergency shelter, transitional housing, and rapid rehousing programs.  

Preventing Youth and Young Adult Homelessness  

The proposed budget also provides $2.6 million in General Fund to nonprofits that are losing 
federal funding for youth and young adult homelessness prevention, shelters, and transitional and 
supportive housing. 

Keeping People in Their Homes 
The proposed budget invests $28 million in state funding for rental assistance and eviction 
prevention programs, including the Keep King County Housed rental assistance program and the 
Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative.  
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