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“ B E C AU S E  T H E  D E L I V E R Y  O F  J U S T I C E  S E R V I C E S  I S  E S S E N T I A L  D U R I N G  T I M E S  O F  
E M E RG E N C Y,  J U D I C I A L  B R A N C H  L E A D E R S  K N E W  W E  H A D  TO  I N N OVAT E  WAY S  TO  
S E R V E  T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  C O N T I N U E  C O U R T  O P E R AT I O N S  I N  T H E  FAC E  O F  T H E  
C OV I D - 1 9  PA N D E M I C .   B E G I N N I N G  I N  L AT E  F E B R UA R Y  W E  B E G A N  M O D I F Y I N G  
S Y S T E M S  AT  E V E R Y  L E V E L  O F  C O U R T  TO  P R OT E C T  P U B L I C  A N D  S TA F F  S A F E T Y,  
W H I L E  R E AC H I N G  O U T  TO  S TA K E H O L D E R S  TO  C O N T I N UA L LY  A S S E S S,  A D J U S T
A N D  C O L L A B O R AT E  A S  T H E  PA N D E M I C  M OV E D  F O R WA R D.   M A N Y  H AV E  
D E S C R I B E D  T H E  P R O C E S S  A S  R E BU I L D I N G  A  P L A N E  W H I L E  F LY I N G  I T  – BU T  
W E ’ V E  S TAY E D  O N  C O U R S E .”

Justice Debra L. Stephens, 
State of the Judiciary 2021



CONFIGURING COURTS FOR COVID

•Washington Courts web site (AOC) had information for courts

•Webpage for updates on court closures, hours

•List of civil legal aid

•Tip sheets on evictions

•Webinars for Courts

•Guidance on interpreters

•Guidance on open courts



REMOTE APPEARANCES
•Arraignments

•Agreed order queue

•Pretrial hearings

•Jury Trials
• March-July, 2020
• November-February 12, 2021



TRIALS LOOK DIFFERENT



STILL LEARNING
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