
   
 

   
 

  
 
Council Meeting Date: September 18, 2024 Agenda Item: VII 
  

 
KING COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  Affordable Housing Committee Updates 
PRESENTED BY:  McCaela Daffern, Affordable Housing Committee Manager, and 

Carson Hartmann, Senior Housing Planner, Housing and Community 
Development Division, King County 

 
Today’s Meeting 
At the September 18, 2024 Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) meeting, Affordable 
Housing Committee (AHC) staff will brief members on progress to implement the AHC’s 2024 
work plan.  
 
AHC 2024 Work Plan Overview 
The GMPC’s AHC functions as a point of coordination and accountability for affordable housing 
efforts across King County. The AHC adopts a work plan each year. The 2024 adopted work 
plan set forth six goals for the AHC this year: 

1. Collaborate with the Community Partners Table (CPT) to advance housing priorities of 
communities most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden 

2. Conclude Regional Affordable Housing Task Force Five Year Action Plan monitoring 

3. Execute a housing-focused comprehensive plan review program 

4. Inform development of annual monitoring system to assess progress toward 
implementation of housing-related components of comprehensive plans  

5. Support state and federal affordable housing solutions 

6. Recommend AHC charter amendments and/or other governance structures to the 
GMPC to improve AHC effectiveness in meeting its goals 

 
Below are updates on AHC progress to implement each work plan goal. 
 
1. Collaborate with the Community Partners Table 
The CPT advises the AHC on the housing priorities of communities most disproportionately 
impacted by housing cost burden. At a retreat in October 2024, the CPT will develop 
recommendations on how the AHC can most effectively incorporate the perspectives from the 
communities that the CPT members represent in its work going forward. See this August 30, 
2024 AHC Community Partners Table Staff Report for more information. 
 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/workplans/2024-ahc-work-plan.pdf?rev=3eb3514c51a74be289f69e2c51f8b2dd&hash=9FA70324EBD088764753A4964EF3DFB1
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/workplans/2024-ahc-work-plan.pdf?rev=3eb3514c51a74be289f69e2c51f8b2dd&hash=9FA70324EBD088764753A4964EF3DFB1
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/2024-09-05/ahc-community-partner-table-update-staff-report-20240830.pdf?rev=940a856fb2de4ed5a56f298a373aaa0e&hash=A133A6199DB30F1EE8C0C3031D577805
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2. Conclude Regional Affordable Housing Task Force Five Year Action Plan monitoring 
AHC staff will update the data in the Regional Affordable Housing Dashboard this fall and 
communicate key insights from this update to the AHC in December. 
 
3. Execute a housing-focused comprehensive plan review program 
The King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) 
establish a housing-focused draft comprehensive plan 
review program through CPP H-26. In 2024, the AHC 
was charged with reviewing the housing-related 
components of 38 jurisdictions’ plans for alignment with 
the CPP Housing Chapter goals and policies prior to plan 
adoption and providing comments.  
 
As of September 9, 2024, the AHC has reviewed and 
issued 16 comment letters for jurisdictions representing 
more than 75 percent of King County residents (see 
Figure 1). The AHC must review and comment on 24 
remaining plans prior to the end of this year.  
 
Refer to Table 1 for the status of each King County 
jurisdiction. 
 
 
Table 1. Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive Plan Review Status, as of September 9, 2024 

Complete* Under Review Submission Expected 
by Mid-October Not Submitted 

1. Algona 
2. Auburn 
3. Bellevue 
4. Bothell 
5. Burien 
6. Covington 
7. Federal Way 
8. Seattle 
9. Issaquah 
10. Kenmore 
11. Kirkland 
12. King County 
13. Maple Valley 
14. Medina 
15. Redmond 
16. Sammamish 
 

1. Beaux Arts Village 
2. Black Diamond 
3. Des Moines 
4. Enumclaw 
5. Hunts Point 
6. North Bend 
7. SeaTac 
8. Tukwila 
9. Milton 
10. Shoreline 
11. Woodinville 
 

1. Kent 
2. Lake Forest Park 
3. Newcastle 
4. Renton 

1. Carnation 
2. Clyde Hill 
3. Duvall 
4. Mercer Island 
5. Normandy Park 
6. Pacific 
7. Skykomish 
8. Snoqualmie 
9. Yarrow Point 

*Click the link to view issued comment letters 
 
On average, the AHC takes two to three months to review a submission. Jurisdictions receiving 
a comment letter in the fall of 2024 may not find it feasible to incorporate AHC feedback into 
their comprehensive plans before the state-mandated adoption deadline of December 31, 2024. 

Figure 1. Status of submissions to 
the Housing-focused Draft 
Comprehensive Plan Review 

    

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letteralgonafinal2024521.pdf?rev=c548abeb307d4a9cafe697a6408246fc&hash=291AE917A3D3BCDA9641C999EC752298
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterauburnfinal7232024.pdf?rev=eecdb72d0fc443699c34df50b6a53484&hash=D1AD0C455664ED5148C59DF40BE1F915
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterbellevuefinal2024723.pdf?rev=5f0a61d68dd54268b9b71c4aafcdb4f6&hash=1218D802728445DD97B6BBF695504E71
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterbothellfinal2024723.pdf?rev=0f183c7279014dbda61d6101b76ec18c&hash=8A0C328C57DBE37E42F02111F837EEBB
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterbuienfinal2024611.pdf?rev=cc0c7483ce25486f88c561da6a5d6d79&hash=3E85A576F982D1B35ADB8AD964FA8508
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-lettercovingtonfinal2024723.pdf?rev=3b744c28a113447a8bd574f14248e2ff&hash=3C680FDA632F7392E89863D8E896CE4E
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterfederal-wayfinal2024723.pdf?rev=79771b9da03c418bbd83523de0f4e553&hash=004D771539CCC86E2696FD5C56382B04
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterseattlefinal202495.pdf?rev=fb002b7e6a104109a4311af65b145f5a&hash=67E0B2B0369D9F183B81D23A4EDD8A8B
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterissaquahfinal2024723.pdf?rev=b616895bb41a48febf16abe296b59079&hash=D4858412828630400BB1A08AE0FD3952
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterkenmorefinal202495.pdf?rev=777d4ec9ebb74f049d5676b7a5700fcc&hash=7890EFA50897CB2388BCC16B82C40C8A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterkirklandfinal202495.pdf?rev=29bfca1289734769a8e714e9ce93e08a&hash=31237C6EC62F6791E5E2469EACB7BC06
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterkingcountyfinal2023928.pdf?rev=7ec9fd1e35a4474ca201db1da57a8055&hash=A47A3C152778335BE71F29D851904BEF
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-lettermaplevalleyfinal2024521.pdf?rev=b54d40eca6824cb0a4534ff9295ad84c&hash=31A1B7E210304AFFE4EBFA92746E6342
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-lettermedinafinal202495.pdf?rev=60a90529332e48ea82e77923602c4988&hash=82B077C8B0E46C13D851B3B3E31E9EA3
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-letterredmondfinal2023928.pdf?rev=459d0d5ac7c8447ca1929c283f869dee&hash=B54752B4D9FF6F4E5FEAE3AB0565229A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-lettersammamishfinal202495.pdf?rev=06e67930f3c14ecc9e178447d3a84bb0&hash=4A8797A136D9CDF0861250542C8F432C
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This could result in jurisdictions having to decide whether to adopt their plan without 
incorporating AHC feedback or delaying adoption until 2025. 
 
On July 24, AHC staff briefed the GMPC on a proposed protocol for submissions between 
September and December 2024. The AHC approved this protocol on September 5. AHC staff 
have also begun another round of outreach to jurisdictions who have not submitted to the 
program, requesting they submit as soon as possible and informing them of the recently 
approved protocol (below). 
 
Approved Protocol 
For submissions going forward: 

1. AHC staff will strive to keep the review period as close to two months as possible. 
2. AHC letters issued in October through December will acknowledge the challenge in 

incorporating feedback before the state-mandate adoption deadline of December 31, 
2024. 

3. AHC staff will encourage jurisdictions to amend plans in 2025 to incorporate AHC 
feedback if they do not do so in 2024. 

 
If a jurisdiction has explicitly stated they intend not to submit to the program, or have not 
submitted by the November 7, 2024 AHC meeting, AHC staff will prepare a letter for approval at 
the December 5, 2024 AHC meeting stating: 

1. The AHC cannot conduct a review of the jurisdiction’s draft plan because they have not 
submitted to the plan review program. 

2. The jurisdiction’s plan is not in alignment with the CPP Housing Chapter until they have 
submitted to the plan review program and incorporated the AHC’s feedback. 

3. The AHC recommends the jurisdiction submit to the plan review program and 
incorporate AHC feedback in 2025. 

 
4. Inform development of annual monitoring system 
In 2024, the AHC set out to inform development of annual monitoring system to assess 
progress toward implementation of housing-related components of comprehensive plans. In the 
May 2024, the AHC provided input on a method to compare jurisdictional progress to implement 
comprehensive plans. As the number of comprehensive plans under review increased, the 
demands on AHC staff and AHC time grew. AHC staff made the decision to pause the 
monitoring work to keep focused on plan review in 2024. The staff and AHC will pick this work 
up again in 2025. 
 
5. Support state and federal affordable housing solutions 
Before the end of the year, the AHC will consider and possibly adopt 2025 state legislative 
priorities. The AHC will also direct staff on when to develop and adopt federal legislative 
priorities, choosing possibly to delay this until after the November 5, 2024 election. 
 
6. Recommend AHC charter amendments and/or other governance structures to the 
GMPC to improve AHC effectiveness in meeting its goals 
The AHC provided substantial input on the future direction of the AHC in the first quarter of 2024 
but delayed further action on charter amendments to free up meeting time in 2024 for the AHC 
to review and approve draft comprehensive plan comment letters. The AHC will take up charter 
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amendments again in 2025 and expects to transmit recommendations to the GMPC by the end 
of next year. 
 
For more information 
Please contact McCaela Daffern, AHC lead staff at mdaffern@kingcounty.gov or 206-263-3627. 

mailto:mdaffern@kingcounty.gov
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