Council Meeting Date: September 17, 2025 Agenda Iltem: V

KING COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

AGENDA TITLE: Potential Annexation Area Growth Targets Amendment
PRESENTED BY: Interjurisdictional Team

Today’s Meeting

At its September meeting, the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) will discuss a
potential action to redistribute housing growth targets within urban unincorporated King County.

Overview

When growth targets were allocated in the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies
(CPPs), GMPC followed the direction of CPP DP-12g to allocate growth to Potential Annexation
Areas (PAAs) in urban unincorporated King County.' CPP DP-12g states that the allocation
shall be predicated on each PAA’s proportional share of urban unincorporated capacity for
growth. The capacity analysis from the 2021 Urban Growth Capacity Report was the most
recently completed analysis available when growth targets were allocated in the CPPs and was
used to proportionately allocate growth targets to PAAs in the urban unincorporated Regional
Geography in 2020.

King County prepared a separate land capacity analysis to support development of the 2024
King County Comprehensive Plan. In this analysis, King County determined that it had ample
capacity to accommodate residential growth allocated to urban unincorporated King County.
Further analysis at the PAA-level revealed that there were only 200 units of housing capacity in
the Black Diamond PAA for a housing target of 328, creating a capacity gap of 128 units. To
address this, in the 2024 Comprehensive Plan, King County committed to working with GMPC
to resolve the issue.

In its July 2025 report certifying the 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan, the Puget Sound
Regional Council encouraged King County to work promptly with GMPC to resolve the target-
capacity inconsistency. King County staff engaged the IJT in July and September to develop a
recommended approach.

To resolve this issue, the Interjurisdictional Team proposes to redistribute 128 housing units of
the growth allocated to urban unincorporated King County from the Black Diamond PAA to
Unaffiliated Urban Unincorporated. This would reduce the housing target in the Black Diamond
PAA from 328 to 200 and increase the housing target of Unaffiliated Urban Unincorporated from

' Specifically, PAAs in the urban unincorporated Regional Geography in the VISION 2050 Regional
Growth Strategy. Other urban unincorporated areas are included VISION’s High Capacity Transit
Communities Regional Geography, but they are not the focus of this topic.
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https://www.psrc.org/media/3277

448 to 576. Unaffiliated Urban Unincorporated is a collection of PAAs that are not affiliated with
a city. Collectively, these PAAs have the greatest share of capacity among urban
unincorporated PAAs. Additionally, this capacity is primarily located in southern King County,
preserving King County’s commitment to accommodate growth in that portion of the Urban
Growth Area.

The Interjurisdictional Team will present GMPC with a draft motion outlining this potential
amendment and preparing GMPC for potential action at its November meeting.

Future Activity

GMPC may choose to take action on this motion at its September or November meetings.

For More Information

If members and/or their staff are interested in additional information on these items, contact the
Rebeccah Maskin, Demographic Planner, at (206) 263-0380 or rmaskin@kingcounty.gov.

Attachment
DRAFT GMPC Motion 25-3
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