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Council Meeting Date: September 17, 2025 Agenda Item: VIII
  

 
KING COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  School Impact Fee Legislation 
 
PRESENTED BY:  Dan Cardwell, King County Department of Local Services 
 
 
Today’s Meeting 
At its September meeting, the Growth Management Planning Council will hear a briefing on 
King School Impact Fee legislation. This legislation has a bearing on housing development 
which is another regular topic of GMPC deliberation. 
 
Background 
Public schools are a critical component of the “public facilities” that must be planned for under 
the Growth Management Act (GMA). Since the adoption of the 2012 Countywide Planning 
Policies (CPPs), school siting has been a significant issue for the GMPC.i 
 
Another topic beyond siting is funding for schools. School impact fees are authorized by the 
GMA and they help to fund school construction projects needed to accommodate new student 
growth. Needed school facilities and the associated impact fees are documented in school 
district capital facilities plans (CFPs). These are required to be adopted by County to collect 
impact fees and are incorporated into the County Comprehensive Plan in the Capital Facilities 
Element. 
 
The King County Council has taken up a number of pieces of legislation related to schools in the 
last year.  

• In response to Senate Bill 5258 Increasing the Supply and Affordability of Condominium 
Units and Townhouses as an Option for Homeownership, the County reconsidered its 
impact fee methodology and schedule.  Concluding a more than year-long process, the King 
County Council adopted Ordinance 19965. 

• In 2024, the King County Council amended the King County Code to require the County’s 
School Technical Review Committee (STRC) to develop a School Capital Facilities 
Plan/Impact Fee Review Report which will document the STRC review of the CFPs. 

• The King County Council is currently considering legislation related to establishing new 
Interlocal Agreements with school districts.   

 
King County staff will brief the GMPC on these items at their September meeting. 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5258&Year=2023&Initiative=false
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Future Activity 
The School Impact Fee Ordinance 19965 is adopted. The School Capital Facilities Plan/Impact 
Fee Review Report will be released later in 2025. The Interlocal Agreement work is underway 
and could potentially be adopted later in 2025. Last, a School Siting Coordination Report (“CPP-
PF-22 Report”) will be developed in 2026. 
 
For More Information 
Please contact Dan Cardwell, King County Department of Local Services – King County School 
Technical Review Committee Chair, at dcardwell@kingcounty.gov or 206-263-3733. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i King County School Siting Website [LINK] 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/GMPC/SchoolSiting.aspx
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