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Overview

School Impact Fee Legislative Initiatives

• Impact Fee Methodology Ordinance

• Interlocal Agreements Ordinance

• 2026 Capital Facilities Plans/Impact Fee Ordinance
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School Impact Fee Background

• Authorized through the Growth Management Act in 1990

• Help fund school construction projects need to accommodate 
new student growth

• Needed school facilities & associated impact fees are 
documented in school district capital facilities plans (CFPs)

• CFPs are required to be adopted by County and incorporated into 
Comprehensive Plan (CPF element)
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School Impact Fee Background

• King County Impact Fee Formula initially adopted in 1994

• Calculated impact fees for new single-unit and multi-unit 
residences

• Impact fees collected by King County

o Plats - assessed & 50% paid at time of approval & remainder 
at building permit issuance 

o Other – assessed and paid at building permit issuance

• School district updates CFPs/impact fees annually
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School Impact Fee Background

E2SSB 5258

Requires impact fee calculation to be based on:

o Housing unit size,

o Number of bedrooms, or

o Trip generation

• Purpose – to produce proportionally lower impact fee for smaller 
housing units



9/17/2025 King County GMPC 6

King County Ordinance No. 19965 

• County Council Passed ordinance on August 26, 2025

• Bedroom Count Approach:
o Fee based on unit type and grouping of bedrooms

 Single detached units with 3+ bedrooms
 Single detached units with 2 or less bedrooms

 Middle Housing with 3+ bedroom
 Middle Housing with 2 or less bedrooms

 Apartment units with 2+ bedrooms
 Apartment units with 1 or less bedrooms
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King County Ordinance No. 19965 

• Applies to School District CFPs submitted in ‘26 – Impact Fees 
Effective Jan. 2027

• Change from annual to biennial update

• Allows for annual if requested by school district

• Fees assessed and collect at time of building permit issuance

• Streamlines Affordable Housing Exemption

• Adds King County Housing Rep to King County School Technical 
Review Committee
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King County Ordinance No. 19965 

• Requires Housing Production Analysis for each CFP/Impact Update 
Cycle

• Caps Middle Housing and Apartments Impact Fee at $5K

• Applies $5K cap to Multiunit Impact Fee in 2026 

• Reassessment of Methodology/Fee Caps in 2031

• Follow up ordinance Re: Interlocal Agreements
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Questions

King County Ordinance No. 19965 
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School Capital Facilities Plan/Impact Fee Review
• Document the outcome of the King County School Technical Review 

Committee (STRC)
o STRC Recommendation
o Analysis

• Transmitted with proposed CFP/Impact Fee Ordinance(s)

2026 CFP/Impact Fee Ordinance – STRC Report
New Report Requirement (K.C.C. 21A.28.154) – 2024 Comprehensive Plan
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For each School District the analysis includes, but not limited to:

• Student enrollment projections – demonstrated to be reliable and reasonable

• The historic levels of funding and voter support for bond issues 

• The inability of the school district to obtain anticipated state funding 

• Emergency school closings resulting in unanticipated decline in districtwide 
capacity

• Are standard of service (students per class) reasonably consistent with the 
other school districts in communities of similar socioeconomic profile.

• Comparison of school district’s ratio of certificated staff to student count to 
State standard

2026 CFP/Impact Fee Ordinance – STRC Report
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2026 CFP/Impact Fee Ordinance – STRC Report

Distribution/Posting
• After September 23
• Copies submitted to: 

o Dept Local Services Director
o King County Hearing Examiner
o school districts

• Posted on County's website
o School Topics
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Questions

Dan Cardwell
dcardwell@kingcounty.gov

2026 CFP/Impact Fee Ordinance – STRC Report
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