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Road Variance Request (VARR) 
Information & Checklist
This document provides information about how 
customers should apply for a road variance request 
when a proposed project cannot be designed and built 
entirely in conformance with the King County Road 
Design and Construction Standards (KCRDCS).  
Approval of a road variance request allows applicants 
to depart from required standards according to specific conditions of approval in accordance with the 
provisions outlined in Section 1.13 of the KCRDCS.  

When to submit a Road Variance Request
Submittal of a road variance request shall only be applied for in scenarios in which the project cannot 
demonstrate compliance with the KCRDCS. Examples include, but are not limited to:

• The proposed road improvements are not prescribed within the KCRDCS.
• The KCRDCS does not address the particular site conditions and/or constraints.
• Conformance with the KCRDCS would deny reasonable use of a property.

If there is an associated land use or development permit already under review, it is expected that the 
potential variance application is discussed with the assigned permit review engineer prior to 
submitting the application.

While submittal timelines can vary, the road variance request shall be submitted as soon as it is 
known that a deviation from the KCRDCS is required for the project. In all scenarios, the road 
variance request shall be applied for prior to issuance of the associated land use or development 
permit.  

The applicant is responsible to ensure that their submittal includes the complete documentation from 
these and other applicable county, state, and federal regulations.

The road variance request is binding to the associated land use or development permit. Transfer of 
an approved road variance request to another permit is prohibited and cancellation of the associated 
permit will result in a null and void road variance request permit. 

Requirements for a Road Variance Request (VARR)
A decision of approval or denial for a road variance request will not be granted until:

• The proposed variance has provided evidence that such variance is in the public interest and 
that requirements for safety, function, fire protection, transit needs, appearance, and 
maintainability based upon sound engineering and technical judgement are met.

Apply On-Line at MyBuildingPermit.com

Select: King County | Land Use | New | 
Deviations, Modifications, Variances, or 
Waivers | Road Variance

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/roads/engineering/2016-road-standards/2016-king-county-road-standards.pdf?rev=9e2c169af3fb444a8aa67ca76e04cbd5&hash=EE3F3FE7C63A9D97DE78B425DEF4287A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/roads/engineering/2016-road-standards/2016-king-county-road-standards.pdf?rev=9e2c169af3fb444a8aa67ca76e04cbd5&hash=EE3F3FE7C63A9D97DE78B425DEF4287A
https://mybuildingpermit.com/
https://mybuildingpermit.com/
https://mybuildingpermit.com/
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• The proposed variance includes a specific description of the proposed deviation from the KCRDCS 
along with any documentation and justification supporting the proposed deviation. Documentation may 
include, but need not be limited to, a record of successful use by other agencies, or evidence of 
meeting criteria for quality such as AASHTO and ASTM standards.

• The proposed variance shall include those sections of the Standards from which the application 
proposes to deviate.

Submittal Checklist

Document Name Required 
at Initial 
Submittal
☒

1. Submittal Checklist (this document) 
• All documents shall be submitted electronically and in pdf format.

☐

2. Road Variance Request Application
• The road variance request shall be signed and stamped by a professional engineer 

licensed in the State of Washington. 
• The applicable application form shall be used with regards to the appropriate 

party rendering the final decision (i.e., King County Road Engineer or King County 
Development Engineer). See Section 1.13 of the KCRDCS for additional guidance.

• The application form shall outline the applicable standards for which a deviation is 
being requested from.

☐

3. Site Improvement Plans
• Provide applicable civil site improvement plans with plan and profile view(s) 

related to the proposed road variance request. See Section 1.12 of the KCRDCS 
and Section 2.3.1.2 of the King County Surface Water Design Manual (KCSWDM) 
for additional plan guidance.

☐

4. Supporting Justification
• Examples include:

o Documentation that may include, but need not be limited to, a record of 
successful use by other agencies, or evidence of meeting criteria for quality 
such as AASHTO and ASTM standards.

o Evidence that such variance is in the public interest and that requirements 
for safety, function, fire protection, transit needs, appearance, and 
maintainability based upon sound engineering and technical judgement are 
met.

o Sight Distance Diagram(s).
o Traffic Speed Study.
o Traffic Count and/or Traffic Impact Analysis.
o 5-year crash data in the vicinity of a proposed driveway or intersection. 

Data requests can be made to the Washington State Transportation Data, 
GIS, and Modeling Office for any roadway at 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/mapsdata/crash/crashdatarequest.htm

☐

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/stormwater/surface-water-design-manual/2021/amended-2024/2021-kcswdm-amended-2024-full-manual.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsdot.wa.gov%2Fmapsdata%2Fcrash%2Fcrashdatarequest.htm&data=05%7C02%7Cerlissak%40kingcounty.gov%7C6d8eb5ce56134788654008dd989fc423%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C638834534141055631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9eeDthM%2B16QmdP5hymdt%2BtHdNwj0HEQxCz0Xem%2B%2BimM%3D&reserved=0
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