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Private Well Permitting Process 
The Department of Local Services, Permitting Division (Permitting) reviews land use actions and 

building permits and provides code enforcement services for the unincorporated areas of King 

County. This information bulletin covers the permit process associated with the siting and drilling 

of a private well in unincorporated King County. 

In coordination with King County Environmental Health, Permitting leads the permitting process 

associated for projects seeking to utilize a private well as a water source.  Permitting determines 

the adequacy and legality of the proposed potable water source, while King County 

Environmental Health reviews and approves the technical aspects of a private well (water quality 

and quantity). 

 
For new projects seeking to provide potable water service via a new private well: 
 

1. The applicant must confirm that their property is not within a water system service area and 

cannot be served by an existing, neighboring Group A or Group B water system. 

KCC 13.24.138 (Water facilities in rural areas) identifies the preferred water source hierarchy: 

I. Group A water systems through direct service if within approved service area and service 

can be provided in timely and reasonable manner 

II. New public water system owned and operated by a Group A water system or satellite 

management agency 

III. A neighboring existing Group A or Group B water system 

IV. A new Group A or Group B water system 

V. By a private well 

If there are questions regarding what potable water source is allowed to support new 

development, please use the Zoning & Historical Certification Letter process to get an official 

determination by King County at Zoning and Historical Certification Letter, 2019_07_08. 

2. The applicant shall submit and obtain a Critical Areas Designation (CADS25-XXXX) from DLS 

Permitting in order to determine the location of any critical areas on the parcel. 

3. Based on the results of the CADS application, the applicant needs to hire a professional designer 

or engineer to apply to Environmental Health for an Independent Well (or Septic/Well combined).  

A list of professionals is available at WA State Licensed OSS designers and professional 

engineers, updated 6/10/25. 

 

 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/building-land-use-permits/z/zoning-historical-certification-information.pdf?rev=f439837f4a464ba9a01f0af89229019f&hash=2B4BA331372C7DE1EA93D5A869F53DA7
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/environmental-health/oss/lists-of-professionals/oss-designers-professional-engineers.pdf?rev=c6c4b8765e6a4abba3e09318f363ddc8&hash=7BBC86A2C56C5CBF6F4212F376D8B36A
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/environmental-health/oss/lists-of-professionals/oss-designers-professional-engineers.pdf?rev=c6c4b8765e6a4abba3e09318f363ddc8&hash=7BBC86A2C56C5CBF6F4212F376D8B36A
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4. Environmental Health will review the well 

application and issue a Preliminary Well Site 

Approval. 

 

 

 

5. The applicant shall submit and obtain a separate Clearing and Grading permit (GRDE25-XXXX) 

from DLS Permitting if the clearing and grading thresholds are triggered to reach the well site.  

This separate application may be submitted in advance of the building permit application. 

A Clearing and Grading permit is required prior to any of the following: 

• Cumulative filling and/or excavation exceeding 100 cubic yards 

• Filling to a depth of three feet or more in any one location 

• Excavating to a depth of five feet or more in any one location 

• Grading an area that produces more than 2,000 square feet of new impervious surface 

• Clearing within the Urban Growth Boundary 

• Cumulative clearing of more than 7,000 square feet 

• Any clearing, filling, or excavating on: Steep Slopes, Landslide Hazard Areas, Channel 
Migration Hazard Zones, Wetlands, Aquatic Areas, Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas, 
Wildlife Habitat Networks, or any other critical area as defined in King County Code (KCC) 
Chapter 21A.24 

A copy of the Preliminary Well Site Approval from Environmental Health is required as part of 

permit intake for this application. 

6. If a separate Clearing and Grading permit is required to reach the well site and after the permit is 

issued, the applicant can proceed with any clearing and grading required to reach the well site and 

drill the well. 

7. Once the well is drilled and well data is 

collected, the applicant shall submit and 

obtain a New Individual Potable Well 

Approval from King County Environmental 

Health.1 

8. Once the New Individual Potable Well 

Approval has been granted by 

Environmental Health, the applicant may 

submit the building permit application 

(DWEL25-XXXX) to DLS Permitting.  A 

copy of the New Individual Potable Well 

Approval is required as part of permit 

intake for this application. 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/
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For additional information or questions applicants may refer to the Permit application forms listed by 
packet webpage 
 

Additional Resources: 

For additional information or questions, applicants may email 

PermitQuestions@KingCounty.gov or click the link to submit your question online. 
 

Department of Local Services, Permitting Division website 
 
Fees 
 
King County Code 
 
Zoning and Historical Certification Letter, 2019_07_08 
 
Critical Areas Designation Handout, 2020_05_18 
 
Clearing and Grading Permit Information, 2019_03_06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
_________________________ 

1  Seattle-King County Public Health's role is to review and approve private wells for site location, 
water quality and quantity purposes.  Seattle-King County Public Health does not review or approve 
private wells to determine if a private well is a legal water source for a proposed new development.  
While Public Health does not determine the legality of the water source, the Seattle & King County 
Board of Health Code mandates other standards, such as setbacks and minimum lot size, for 
private well placement. 

 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits/infosheets-forms/permit-application-forms-packet.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits/infosheets-forms/permit-application-forms-packet.aspx
mailto:PermitQuestions@kingcounty.gov
https://dls-permit.dynamics365portals.us/submit-case/
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/local-services/permits/permits-inspections/fees.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/council/legislation/kc_code.aspx
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/building-land-use-permits/z/zoning-historical-certification-information.pdf?rev=f439837f4a464ba9a01f0af89229019f&hash=2B4BA331372C7DE1EA93D5A869F53DA7
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/building-land-use-permits/c/critical-areas-designation-handout.pdf?rev=80aadebd4a914f5e95fbdf11aa78fa8f&hash=6B98694B44096B915718F75D8AA52007
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/building-land-use-permits/c/clearing-and-grading-permits-information.pdf?rev=aa4ac41fc92a4dc29980e0a7ca2e7667&hash=93234934C29FBA22B2E2202C3B25199A

