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December 21, 2025 

 

 

TO:  Remy Mathonet, Environmental Scientist II – Ecologist 
  King County Department of Local Services 

FROM: Steve Hall, Applicant 

Parcel:  092606-9003 

Permit:  DWEL24-0110  

Reference:  VARR25-0004, PREA25-0085, ENFR25-0261   

 

RE:  Request Exemption from SEPA Review 

 

 

UTILITY INSTALLATION – SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

This request concerns the installation of electrical and water utilities required to serve a proposed 
single-family residence on the above-referenced parcel. Utilities must connect to an existing water 
meter and utility pole located along the western frontage of the property. 

Due to site constraints, mapped critical areas, and existing infrastructure locations, no feasible 
alternative exists that would avoid crossing a mapped Type N stream on the west side of the 
property. Utility service cannot otherwise be provided. 

 

STREAM CROSSING AND METHOD 

The Type N stream is approximately 15 feet wide and is seasonally dry for much of the year. The 
proposal is a controlled open-cut trench crossing, consistent with WAC 220-660-270, where 
trenchless methods are not feasible and impacts can be minimized and fully mitigated. 

At this location, trenchless construction would require expanded staging and deeper approach pits 
extending into Woodinville-Duvall Road, an important arterial serving the community. This would 
result in lane closures, increased disturbance, and additional public safety impacts. The proposed 
open-cut crossing therefore represents the least-impact alternative when evaluated holistically. 

Construction will occur during appropriate seasonal conditions, be isolated from flowing water, 
and restore the streambed and banks to pre-project condition immediately following installation. 
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From the east edge of the crossing, trenching extends to the proposed building site primarily within 
buffers. Permanent disturbance is limited and addressed through buffer averaging, revegetation, 
and full restoration. Temporary impacts are fully mitigated, and long-term buffer function will be 
restored or improved. 

 

 

SEPA DETAILS 

WAC 220-660-270 expressly allows utility crossings for single-family residential service where 
unavoidable and mitigated. 

Under WAC 197-11-800, construction of single-family residences and accessory utilities qualifies 
for categorical exemption. 

A SEPA environmental checklist has been prepared and demonstrates the thoroughness of 
environmental plans and reports submitted. The submitted materials demonstrate that impacts are 
limited, unavoidable, temporary, and fully mitigated, and that no unresolved environmental 
questions or significant adverse impacts remain. While typically a SEPA review is required when 
crossing a critical area, the intent of the WAC is to simplify the process for utilities serving single 
family residences and allow jurisdictional discretion. 

Given the narrow and unavoidable scope of the proposal, the completeness of the environmental 
materials submitted, a SEPA review would be excessive and disproportionate. 

 

REQUEST 

We respectfully request that King County: 
-Process the proposal as a Type I administrative decision. 
-Issue a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) without SEPA Review 
 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Attachment: SEPA CHECKLIST 
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Text Box
Three Category II wetlands and two Type N streams.
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