
Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation 
Manual: Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast Region (Version 2.0). 

Populus trichocarpa



Rubus spectabilis Acer circinatum Carex obnupta
Athyrium filix-femina Polystichum munitum

Thuja plicata Alnus rubra
Lysichiton americanum
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figures can be combined
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order of ratings

 is not

important
List appropriate rating (H, M, L)



This is the area that is ponded for at least 2 months. See description in manual.

Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

answer YES if there is a TMDL for the basin in 
which the unit is found

use NRCS definitions



Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Estimate the height of ponding above the bottom of 
the outlet. For wetlands with no outlet, measure from the surface of permanent water or if dry, the 
deepest part.

Estimate the ratio of the area of 
upstream basin contributing surface water to the wetland to the area of the wetland unit itself.

 Choose the description that best 
matches conditions around the wetland unit being rated. Do not add points. Choose the highest 
score if more than one condition is met.



If the unit has a Forested class, check if

see text for descriptions of 
hydroperiods

Different patches of the same species can be combined to meet the size threshold and you do 
not have to name the species.  Do not include Eurasian milfoil, reed canarygrass, purple 
loosestrife, Canadian thistle

 If you have four or more plant classes or three classes and open 
water, the rating is always high.

 Indicators are Cowardin classes and strata within the 
Forested class.  Up to 10 patches may be 
combined for each class to meet the threshold of ¼ ac or more than 10% of the unit if it is smaller 
than 2.5 ac. Add the number of structures checked.



Record the rating on the first page

only habitat that directly abuts wetland unit
Calculate:

Calculate:

Record the rating on the first page

cut shrubs or trees 
that have not yet weathered where wood is exposed

structures for egg-laying by amphibians
see 

H 1.1 for list of strata

Choose 
only the highest score that applies to the wetland being rated



full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 158 – see 
web link above

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 161 – see web link above

full descriptions of habitats and the definition of 
relatively undisturbed are in WDFW report – see web link on previous page

NOTE : This 
question is independent of the land use between the wetland unit and the priority habitat.

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report
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Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

a 1% slope has a 1 ft vertical drop in 
elevation for every 100 ft of horizontal distance

use NRCS definitions

Dense 
means you have trouble seeing the soil surface (>75% cover), and uncut means not grazed or 
mowed and plants are higher than 6 in.

At least one aquatic resource in the basin is on the 303(d) list.

nswer YES if there is a TMDL for the basin in 
which the unit is found



Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Stems of plants 

should be thick enough (usually > 1 / 8  in), or dense enough, to remain erect during surface flows.



If the unit has a Forested class, check if

 Indicators are Cowardin classes and strata within the 
Forested class.  Up to 10 patches may be 
combined for each class to meet the threshold of ¼ ac or more than 10% of the unit if it is smaller 
than 2.5 ac. Add the number of structures checked.

see text for descriptions of 
hydroperiods

Different patches of the same species can be combined to meet the size threshold and you do 
not have to name the species.

 If you have four or more plant classes or three classes and open 
water, the rating is always high.



Record the rating on the first page

only habitat that directly abuts wetland unit
Calculate:

Calculate:

Record the rating on the first page

see 
H 1.1 for list of strata

Choose 
only the highest score that applies to the wetland being rated

cut shrubs or trees 
that have not yet weathered where wood is exposed

structures for egg-laying by amphibians



full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 158 – see 
web link above

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 161 – see web link above

full descriptions of habitats and the definition of 
relatively undisturbed are in WDFW report – see web link on previous page

: This 
question is independent of the land use between the wetland unit and the priority habitat.

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report
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 Do not include Eurasian milfoil, reed canarygrass, purple 
loosestrife, Canadian thistle





NOTE
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List appropriate rating (H, M, L)



Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

answer YES if there is a TMDL for the 
drainage in which the unit is found



Record the rating on the first page

Record the rating on the first page

Choose the description that best fits the site.

Record the rating on the first page

Treat large woody 
debris as forest or shrub. Choose the points appropriate for the best description (polygons need 
to have >90% cover at person height. These are NOT Cowardin  classes

Estimate the average width of the wetland perpendicular to the direction of the flow and the width 
of the stream or river channel (distance between banks). Calculate the ratio: (average width of 
wetland)/(average width of stream between banks).



If the unit has a Forested class, check if

Different patches of the same species can be combined to meet the size threshold and you do 
not have to name the species.

 If you have four or more plant classes or three classes and open 
water, the rating is always high.

see text for descriptions of 
hydroperiods

 Indicators are Cowardin classes and strata within the 
Forested class.  Up to 10 patches may be 
combined for each class to meet the threshold of ¼ ac or more than 10% of the unit if it is smaller 
than 2.5 ac. Add the number of structures checked.



Record the rating on the first page

only habitat that directly abuts wetland unit
Calculate:

Calculate:

Record the rating on the first page

cut shrubs or trees 
that have not yet weathered where wood is exposed

structures for egg-laying by amphibians
see 

H 1.1 for list of strata

Choose 
only the highest score that applies to the wetland being rated



: This 
question is independent of the land use between the wetland unit and the priority habitat.

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 158 – see 
web link above

full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 161 – see web link above

full descriptions of habitats and the definition of 
relatively undisturbed are in WDFW report – see web link on previous page
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