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21A-24-670 Definitions:

A Branch bark collar. "Branch bark collar" neans
the ring of living wood between the base of a branch and the
branch bark ridge of a tree.

B. Branch bark ridge. "Branch bark ridge" neans the
rai sed ridge between the mainstemof a tree and the branch
bark col |l ar.

C. Canopy. "Canopy" neans that part of a tree which
contains | eaf or needl e-bearing branches.

D. D anmeter at breast height ("DBH'). "D aneter at
breast height" neans the tree trunk dianmeter neasured in
inches at a height of four and one-half feet
(4 1/2') above the ground. |If a tree splits into nmultiple
trunks below four and one-half feet (4 1/2'), DBH neans the
tree trunk diameter neasured in inches at its nost narrow
poi nt beneath the split.

E. Department. "Departnent"” neans the Departnent of
Devel opnent and Environnental Services of King County.
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F. Pruning. "Pruning" neans the renoval of any of a

tree's living branches.

G Toppi ng. "Toppi ng" neans the renoval of any part
of atree's main stem

H. Trimm ng. "Trimmng" nmeans the renoval of |iving
plant matter from any type of vegetation and includes tree
pruni ng and toppi ng.

21A-24-671 Purpose. It is the purpose of these rules to

i npl enment the provisions of K C. C. 21A 24.310 by prescribing
permt application requirenments and trimmng restrictions
and standards for vegetation on steep slopes for the
creation and mai ntenance of view corridors when a clearing
and grading permt is required by K C.C 16.82.

21A-24-672 Application Requirements. A In addition to
the application requirenents for a clearing and gradi ng
permt, an applicant proposing to trimvegetation on a steep
sl ope shall submt a vegetati on managenent plan which
includes a site plan at a scale of no less than 1"=30" with
the foll ow ng information:

1. an inventory and | ocation of existing trees
and ot her vegetation;

2. identification of any proposed trimm ng;

3. a description of proposed trimm ng nethods
and equi pnent; and

4. a description of how the trimm ng proposal
conplies with trimmng restrictions in rule 21A-24-673,
i ncl udi ng photo docunentation, if accessible. |[If photo

access is limted, an alternative nethod of visual depiction
shal | be proposed by the applicant and approved by the
Depart nent .

B. Trees and ot her vegetation proposed to be tri mred
shall be marked in the field by the applicant.
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21A-24-673 Trimming Restrictions. A Trimmng of trees
and ot her vegetation on steep slopes shall neet the
foll ow ng requirenents:

1. trimm ng shall be evenly distributed
t hroughout the tree's canopy;

2. vegetation shall not be trimmed bel ow a
hei ght of four feet (4') above the ground' s surface;

3. one (1) clearing permt shall be allowed per
site every five (5) years;

4. trimm ng of deci duous vegetation shall be

all owed only during the nonths of Decenber, January and
February; and
5. trees shall not be topped.
B. Pruning of trees on steep slopes shall neet the
foll ow ng requirenents:

1. pruni ng shall not result in renoval of nore
than twenty-five percent (25% of the canopy of any tree;

2. pruni ng shall be allowed on a tree once every
five (5) years; and

3. pruni ng of coniferous trees shall be allowed

only during the nonths of March, April and My.
C. The departnment may further restrict or prohibit
trimmng if the departnent determ nes that the proposed

trimmng wll result in any of the follow ng:

1. decreased sl ope stability;

2. an adverse affect on the health or stability
of trees or other vegetation;

3. i ncreased risk of wind damage to nei ghbori ng
trees or other vegetation;

4. an adverse affect on the surface or
groundwat er characteristics of the slope; or

5. an adverse affect on the water quality of
adj acent streans and/ or wetl ands.

D. Factors which the departnent may consider, but not

be limted to, in determning if trimmng shall be
restricted or prohibited under subsection (C) include:
1. the type of soil on the sl ope;
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2. t he steepness and geol ogy of the slope;

3. the surface and groundwater characteristics
of the sl ope;

4. the health, location, species and size of
trees and ot her vegetation on the sl ope;

5. past evidence of erosion, |andsliding, nass
wasting or other indication of slope instability;

6. past evidence of trinmmng; or

7. past evidence of water in adjacent streans

and/ or wetl ands exceedi ng water quality standards.

21A-24-674 Trimming Standards. A. Trinm ng shall neet the
foll om ng standards:
1. trimmng shall preserve the health of the tree
and ot her vegetation;
2. pruning of tree branches greater than or equal

to two inches (2") in diameter shall be acconplished by a
three (3) cut sequence as described and illustrated bel ow

a. the first cut shall be | ocated one foot
(1') beyond the intended final cut, starting at the
under si de of the branch and penetrating no nore than hal fway
t hrough the branch;

b. the second cut shall be | ocated one inch
(1") fromthe first cut, on the side of the cut further away
fromthe mainstemof the tree. The second cut shall begin
at the top part of the branch and shall sever the branch
conpletely; and

c. the third and final cut shall renove the
remai ni ng stub and shall be positioned at the part of the
branch which is closest to the mainstem of the tree but
outside of the branch bark collar and/or the branch bark
ridge. The final cut shall be clean and snooth with the
bark at the edge of the cut firnmy attached to the wood.
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3. trimmng shall not result in flush cuts which
remove the entire branch including the branch bark collar
and the branch bark ridge as illustrated bel ow

(El ectronic diagram unavail abl e.)

4. trimmng shall not result in stem stubs as
illustrated bel ow

(El ectronic diagram unavail abl e.)
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5. wounds resulting fromallowable trimmng shal
not be painted or otherw se seal ed.

21A-24-675 Severability. |[If a provision of the rules
contained herein or its applicability to any person or
circunstance is held invalid, the remainder of the

provi sions of these rules or the application of the
provision to other persons or circunstances shall not be
af f ect ed.
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