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Summary: Scope of Work for the 
2029 Midpoint Update to the  

2024 King County Comprehensive Plan  
 

July 13, 2026 
 
The 2029 King County Comprehensive Plan Midpoint Update (2029 Midpoint Update) is an 
opportunity to make substantive policy changes that address our community's long-term needs 
and advance the County's policy goals.  The scope of work will guide the development of the 2029 
Midpoint Update, inform the environmental review and public participation plans, and be the basis 
for an equity impact analysis of the proposed update. 
 
The following is a summary of the scope of work for the Public Review Draft of the 2029 Midpoint 
Update scope of work. The County is asking for your input on these ideas. Comments can be 
submitted by August 2, 2026, by email to CompPlan@kingcounty.gov. Opportunities for providing 
comments, as well as other information about the Comprehensive Plan, can be found at 
www.kingcounty.gov/CompPlan. 
 
Your input on these proposals will be used to help refine and finalize the King County Executive's 
scope of work, which is anticipated to be submitted to the King County Council in November 2026 
and adopted by the Council, after their review and amendment, in February 2027.  
 
The scope of work is organized according to the three focus areas – Climate Change and 
Resiliency, Shorelines, and Housing – as well as other general changes.  Within each focus area 
there are possible topics that might be included in the 2029 Midpoint Update, pending additional 
analysis and available resources.   
 
Unlike the 10-year Growth Management Act periodic updates, additional topics and/or issues not 
on this list may not be considered as part of the 2029 Midpoint Update, unless they are allowed 
during an annual update to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
I. Focus Area: Climate Change & Resiliency.  The primary update here is around implementation 
of House Bill 1181 and associated rulemaking, to establish a climate change and resiliency 
element in the Comprehensive Plan. Other substantive changes may include integrating urban 
forest and tree canopy considerations into existing policies, and alignment with the 2025 Strategic 
Climate Action Plan. 
 
II. Focus Area: Shoreline Master Program Updates.  The 2029 Midpoint Update will also serve as 
the adoption of the periodic update to the Shoreline Master Program. At a minimum this includes 
review of sea level rise and increased storm severity.  Other substantives changes may include 
streamlining habitat restoration project permitting and review. 
 
III. Focus Area: Housing. The primary changes in this category will be to reflect outcomes of the 
housing revenue workgroup and potential levy identified by Executive Order ACO-8-34-EO, also 
known as the “Breaking the Cycle” Executive Order, and to ensure compliance with HB 2266, the 
STEP housing bill.   
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IV. General Updates. Other items that are in the scope of work include updates to policies and/or 
development regulations related to: 
 

 Policies regarding surface water management, removal of land from Agricultural 
Production Districts related to public road safety projects, provision of public facilities or 
utilities, opportunity zones, and countywide centers. 

 Development regulations regarding standards for rural public infrastructure facilities, the 
North Highline Design Standards, data centers, surface water management, and open 
space-related code (traffic, parking, facilities, and land management categories). 

 Other potential updates, including alignment with state law or statute and case law, 
implementation of recommendations from the Permitting Advisory Panel, changes to the 
subarea planning program, alignment with other plans adopted between 2024 and 2029, 
docket report recommendations, and annexations that have occurred. 

 Comprehensive Plan Work Plan Actions including changes related to Comprehensive Plan 
Public Participation Code Update, Vashon-Maury Island Coastal Hazard Vulnerability 
Assessment and Response Plan, Wildfire Risk Assessment, Rural Economic Strategies 
Update, Communication Facilities Code Update, and State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA) Categorical Exemptions. 

 Land use and area zoning studies, including review of two areas within unincorporated 
Federal Way for potential changes to land use and zoning; review and potential amendment 
of ES-P20 for approximately 70 parcels in unincorporated Sammamish; remove “potential 
M” (mineral) zoning that contain Category 1 Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas; and review and 
update to Urban Growth Area boundary where the boundary currently divides parcels. 

State Environmental Policy Act Review 
 
SEPA review for the 2029 Midpoint Update will include a Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement to the Final EIS issued for the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. Scoping for the SEIS is being 
done concurrently with the review of the scope of work by the Council. 
 
The Draft SEIS is expected to be released concurrently with the release of the Executive’s Public 
Review Draft in early 2028.  The environmental review will continue through Council's review of the 
plan and will be concluded in advance of final action by the full Council in June 2029. 
 
Public Participation Work Program 
 
The GMA and King County Code require early and continuous public participation in the 
preparation of comprehensive plan amendments. Throughout the plan development process, the 
County will: center the voices of those who are Black, Indigenous, People of Color, immigrants, 
and/or refugees, and other intersectional populations, including those who earn less than 80 
percent of the area median income, people with disabilities, seniors, LGBTQIA+ people, and/or 
those who identify as women; and partner with King County equity cabinets and community-based 
organizations to develop policy proposals and refine the Plan. 


