
The use of force by a 
police officer results in 
substantial bodily harm 

or death.

An Independent 
Investigation Team (IIT) 
is notified and begins 

an investigation.

The IIT notifies KCPAO 
Public Integrity Team 
(PIT) who responds as 
necessary to assist and 

advise.

PIT determines if the 
investigation is 
complete or if 

additional investigation 
is needed.

The IIT submits their 
investigation to KCPAO 

PIT.

PIT reviews the 
investigation and 

makes a criminal filing 
determination.

If there is sufficient 
evidence that a crime 

was committed, a 
criminal case is filed.

If there is insufficient 
evidence to support 
criminal charges, a 

decline memorandum 
is drafted and 

published.

Trial or pre-trial 
resolution.

The King County 
Executive determines if 
an inquest is necessary, 

conducts the inquest 
hearing, and publishes 

jury interrogatories.

Upon completion of the 
inquest, PIT reviews the 

jury findings.

KCPAO PIT will publish 
any additional 

comments or findings 
in response to the 

inquest jury 
interrogatories.
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KCPAO Public Integrity Team: Use of Force Flowchart

Questions: KCPAO Public Integrity Team
PAOPublicIntegrity@kingcounty.gov
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