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INTERROGATORIES REGARDING THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES
SURROUNDING THE DEATH

Initial Police Response
Interrogatory No. 1: At around 11:30 AM on April 4, 2018, were police dispatched to the scene

of a single vehicle collision with a tree in Federal Way, WA?
ves(p N0 O unkNown [)

Interrogatory No. 2: Did a man and woman associated with the single vehicle collision flee by

foot into a nearby neighborhood?

YES (; No () UNKNOWN_()

Interrogatory No. 3: Did police who were attempting to locate the man and woman from the
single vehicle collision encounter two individuals, Mitchell Nelson and a woman,
matching the descriptions from the single vehicle collision inside a black car parked on

the street in front of 28106 29t Ave S, Federal Way, WA?
YES (b No () UNKNOWN ()

Interrogatory No. 4: When confronted by police, did Mitchell Nelson unsuccessfully attempt to

drive away in the black car?

-

YES _Q Nvo 0 unkNoww O

Interrogatory No. 5: Did Mitchell Nelson get out of the black car and enter the house located at
28106 29™ Ave. S., Federal Way, WA?

YES i{‘ NO _(2 UNKNOWN _Q_

Interrogatory No. 6: Did Mitchell Nelson have permission to enter or remain in the house?
vis 0 wNo_ G unknown O

Interrogatory No. 7: Did police officers observe Mitchell Nelson through a window searching
throughout the house?

YES ;(g; No () unknown (O
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Interrogatory No. 8: Did police officers announce that Mitchell Nelson was under arrest and

demand that he surrender and leave the house?
YES (& NO 0 UNKNOWN Cj

Interrogatory No. 9: Did Mitchell Nelson surrender and leave the house prior to SWAT’s

arrival?
YES Q NO _@_ UNKNOWN O

Interrogatory No. 10: Did officers obtain keys from the homeowner or the homeowner’s family

and learn from them that there were firearms and ammunition inside the house?

YES ﬁ_ NO Q UNKNOWN Q

SWAT Team Response

Interrogatory No. 11: At approximately 1:30 PM, did the Valley SWAT Team, including
Corporal Robert Riggles, respond to 28106 29t Ave. S., Federal Way, WA?

visG N0 unkwown ()

Interrogatory No. 12: Did SWAT officers have information that anyone other than Mitchell

Nelson was inside the house?
YES 0 NO &D UNKNOWN @

Interrogatory No. 13: Did negotiators attempt to communicate with Mitchell Nelson?

ves> No () unkNown /)

Interrogatory No. 14: Were multiple announcements made periodically throughout the day

ordering Mitchell Nelson to surrender?

YES ﬁ No () unknown O

Interrogatory No. 15: Were any announcements or negotiation attempts loud enough to be

heard by officers on the other side of the property?
vEs & w~o 0  unknown O
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Interrogatory No. 16: Were high energy charges and Bearcat vehicles used to create holes or

entries into the house?

vES{p No()  UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 17: Were a drone and a robot used to search the house?

YES (;, No () UNKNOWN ri s

Interrogatory No. 18: Did officers view drone footage showing anything that led them to

conclude that Mitchell Nelson may have accessed the homeowner’s firearm(s)?

YES ‘({; No )  UNKNOWN ()

Interrogatory No. 19: Were CS gas (tear gas), OC rounds (pepper spray), and Noise/Flash
Diversionary Devices (“NFDD”) repeatedly deployed into the house?

YES b  No{)  UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 20: At approximately 4:00 PM, did SWAT officers use ladders to go on the

roof to deploy additional chemical munitions into vent(s) above an attic space?

ves ; o0 uNkNowN ()

Interrogatory No. 21: Did Mitchell Nelson shoot a gun near SWAT officers on the roof?

YES ;é_ No () uNkNown ()

Interrogatory No. 22: At approximately 4:45 PM, did a SWAT officer(s) inadvertently start a

fire(s) in the house?

YES Q_ No () UNkNowN 27l

Interrogatory No. 23: Was an announcement made informing Mitchell Nelson that there was a

fire and instructing him to leave for his safety?

vEs S wNo () UNKNOWN |
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Interrogatory No. 24: Did negotiators repeatedly broadcast a message to Mitchell Nelson from

his sister Macie Nelson asking him to come out of the house?

YES L No_(  unkwown ()

Interrogatory No. 25: When Macie Nelson was in the law enforcement van, did negotiators ask

her for Mitchell Nelson’s phone number as a way to contact him when he was barricaded

in the house?

ves () o ;@ UNKNOWN ()

Interrogatory No. 26: Did Mitchell Nelson surrender or leave the house at any time?

veis ) wo ;C/; UNKNOWN 0

Crawlspace Events and Shooting

Interrogatory No. 27: At approximately 8:30 PM, did members of the SWAT Team enter the

house and search for Mitchell Nelson?

ves (5 No_ 0 unknown ()

Interrogatory No. 28: At approximately 9:40 PM, did members of the SWAT Team attempt to

breach the entry to the crawlspace with a high energy charge and a pole?

YES _@_ -No_ 0 unkNown ()

Interrogatory No. 29: After opening the crawlspace door, did members of the SWAT Team

deploy chemical munitions, saturating the crawlspace?

YES (3. No_()  uNKkNOWN ()

Interrogatory No. 30: At approximately 10:00 PM, did SWAT officers hear movement, then

moaning, and then what sounded like a single gunshot from the crawlspace?

vEsG; No () unkNown ()
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Interrogatory No. 31: Did Corporal Riggles position himself outside the house with Assistant
Chief Betz and Corporal Tan, viewing the entry area of the crawlspace opening through a

window?

vEs @ o ) uNkNowN (D

Interrogatory No. 32: At approximately 10:30 PM, did a SWAT officer use a thermal camera
(“FLIR™) to view a “hotspot™ that he believed to be Mitchell Nelson, unmoving in the

crawlspace?

vis & No 0 uNkNowN ()

Interrogatory No. 33: At approximately 10:40 PM, after Mitchell Nelson had been located in
the crawlspace, did SWAT officers send a police canine Kaiser into the crawlspace to

bite Mitchell Nelson in order to determine if he was alive?

vEs b No () unkNowN 0

Interrogatory No. 34: Was canine Kaiser sent back into the crawlspace a second time after

failing to contact Mr. Nelson?

vEs(p  No ()  unkwown ()

Interrogatory No. 35: Did Assistant Chief Betz report that Mitchell Nelson was fighting with

canine Kaiser in the crawlspace?

YES ﬁ NO Q UNKNOWN _@

Interrogatory No. 36: Did SWAT officers hear gunshot(s) from the crawlspace after police

canine Kaiser was sent into the crawlspace?

ves (o No ) uxNown ()

Interrogatory No. 37: Did canine Kaiser leave the crawlspace at approximately 10:44 PM?

YES ;Q NO () UNKNOWNL
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Interrogatory No. 38: Was police canine Kaiser shot during this incident?
YES ( z NO (é UNKNOWN ﬂ

Interrogatory No. 39: After canine Kaiser came out of the crawlspace, were additional chemical

munitions introduced into the crawlspace prior to Corporal Riggles firing shots?
vesl No 0  unknown S

Interrogatory No. 40: Was Corporal Riggles aware that negotiation attempts had been made

earlier in the day?

vES (b No()  unkwown [

Interrogatory No. 41: Was Corporal Riggles aware that a combination of CS gas (tear gas), OC
rounds (pepper spray), and Noise/Flash Diversionary Devices (“NFDD”) had been used

throughout the house earlier in the day?

2

YES C? NO UNKNOWN
Interrogatory No. 42: Did Corporal Riggles believe that shots were fired at SWAT officers on

the roof earlier in the day?

YES LL NO _Q UNKNOWN_()

Interrogatory No. 43: Was Corporal Riggles aware that gunshot(s) were heard in the

crawlspace after police canine Kaiser was sent into the crawlspace?

YES (0 No () UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 44: Did Corporal Riggles see Mitchell Nelson turn towards himself and the

other officers with a gun in his hands?
YES QZg NO t; UNKNOWN «0

Interrogatory No. 45: Did Mitchell Nelson move a gun toward Corporal Riggles or any of the
other SWAT officers?

ves (b No () UNKNOWN ﬁ;
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Interrogatory No. 46: At approximately 10:45 PM, did Corporal Riggles fire his rifle at
Mitchell Nelson?

visp w0l unkwown ()

Interrogatory No. 47: Did Assistant Chief Betz announce that he could still see Mitchell Nelson

on the ground on the thermal camera?

ves () o L UNKNOWN ﬁ;

Interrogatory No. 48: Did Corporal Riggles see Mitchell Nelson raise his arm toward Corporal
Riggles and the other officers while still holding a firearm?

YES L No 0 uNknowN 0

Interrogatory No. 49: Did Corporal Riggles fire his rifle at Mitchell Nelson again?

vis o wNo ()  unkNowN 0

Interrogatory No. 50: Did officers observe any further movement from Mitchell Nelson?

ves 0 No ;@_ UNKNOWN ﬁ_

Post-Shooting

Interrogatory No. 51: After Corporal Riggles finished firing, but before SWAT officers entered
the crawlspace, did SWAT officers attempt to elicit a response from Mitchell Nelson by

giving instructions to him and firing less lethal rounds at him?

ves(p No ()  unknown ()

Interrogatory No. 52: Was it safe for other SWAT officers to enter the crawlspace to render aid

in the minutes after shots were fired?

vesO  wolp  UNKNOWN 0
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Interrogatory No. 53: Prior to entering the crawlspace, did SWAT officers use fans to ventilate

the crawlspace?

vEs(p  Nof) = UNKNOWN )

Interrogatory No. 54: Prior to entering the crawlspace, did SWAT officers use a saw to cut a
hole in the kitchen floor in order to create a view into the crawlspace from above so they

could provide cover?

ves(p  No () UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 55: Did SWAT officers enter the crawlspace at approximately 11:25 PM?
” ‘
YES (; NO 0 UNKNOWN ﬁ

Interrogatory No. 56: When SWAT officers entered the crawlspace, did they observe a

handgun on the ground under Mitchell Nelson’s legs?
vEsp  No ) unknown (

Interrogatory No. 57: When SWAT officers entered the crawlspace, did they observe any

movement from Mitchell Nelson?

YES ﬁ NO ,QL UNKNOWN i

Interrogatory No. 58: Did Mitchell Nelson have a pulse when SWAT officers made contact

with him inside the crawlspace?

vis() wNole  unkNowN 0

Interrogatory No. 59: At approximately 11:30 PM, after SWAT officers moved Mitchell

Nelson to the garage, did medics pronounce Mitchell Nelson deceased?

ves  wo () UNKNOWN ()

Interrogatory No. 60: Did Mitchell Nelson die as the result of one or more shots fired by
Corporal Riggles?

YES fé_ NO __O_ UNKNOWN Q
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Interrogatory No. 61: Was the amount of time that elapsed between when Corporal Riggles
finished firing and when Mitchell Nelson was removed from the crawlspace reasonably

necessary to ensure officer safety?

YES(p.  NO_{)  UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 62: Did anyone provide medical aid or lifesaving measures to Mitchell
Nelson?

YES ﬂ NO Q UNKNOWN ;Cz‘

Interrogatory No. 63: According to the Medical Examiner, did the amount of time between

when Mitchell Nelson was shot and when he was removed from the crawlspace

contribute to his death?

ves ) o (G UNKNOWN ()

INTERROGATORIES REGARDING WHETHER CORPORAL RIGGLES COMPLIED
WITH FEDERAL WAY POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICIES AN D TRAININGS

Interrogatory No. 64: Did Corporal Riggles reasonably believe that his use of deadly force was
in defense of human life, including his own life, or in defense of any person in imminent

danger of serious physical harm?
YES Cy NO 12 UNKNOWN 0

Interrogatory No. 65: Did Corporal Riggles comply with Federal Way Police Department
Manual of Standards Section 1.3.2(A)(1), discussing when deadly force is authorized?

YES ﬁz Nno ) unknown ()

Interrogatory No. 66: Did Corporal Riggles comply with training that he received on when to

use deadly force?

YES ‘(5‘ NO _Q UNKNOWN_;Q.
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Interrogatory No. 67: Did Corporal Riggles issue a verbal warning prior to using deadly force?
4 )
YES_{ 2 NO é UNKNOWN__ { Z

Interrogatory No. 68: Did Corporal Riggles comply with Federal Way Police Department
Manual of Standards Section 1.3.2(A)(3) on whether to issue a verbal warning prior to

using deadly force?

YES Qj NO Q UNKNOWN Q_

Interrogatory No. 69: Did Corporal Riggles comply with training that he received on when to

issue a verbal warning prior to using deadly force?

YES 46& NO ‘Q UNKNOWN _Q

INTERROGATORIES DETERMINING WHETHER MITCHELL NELSON’S DEATH
WAS OCCASIONED BY CRIMINAL MEANS

Interrogatory No. 70: Was Corporal Riggles’ use of deadly force justified as defined in

Instruction No. 9?

YES _éL NO Q UNKNOWN Q

Interrogatory No. 71: Only if you answered “NO” to Interrogatory No. 70, was Corporal

Riggles’ use of deadly force without malice, as defined in Instruction No. 9?

YES ﬁ Nvo()  unknown (0 DIDNOT ANSWER JQL

Interrogatory No. 72: Only if you answered “NO” to Interrogatory No. 70, did Corporal
Riggles have a good faith belief that his use of deadly force was justified, as defined in

Instruction No. 9?7

YES Q No ) uxknown  pDNoOT ANSWER@

Interrogatory No. 73: Given your answers to Interrogatories Nos. 70-72, did Corporal Riggles

cause Mitchell Nelson’s death by criminal means, as defined in Instruction No. 9?

YESQ NO l& unkNowN_ ()
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DATED this_ 3 day of August, 2023.
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Juror No. l

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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Juror No. I

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a
written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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Juror No. Z

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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Juror No. Z.
JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.

Interrogatory N 0.@:

Interrogatory No._:

Interrogatory No.__:

Interrogatory No.__:

Interrogatory No. _:




Juror No. 5

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the

interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a
written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or

interpreting your answer.

Interrogatory No.j¢ :
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Juror No. ﬂ

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.

Interrogatory No. j0:
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Juror No. ﬁ

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a
written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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Juror No. b/

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.

Interrogatory No.l‘z:
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Juror No. 6
JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a
written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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Juror No. 6

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a
written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.

Interrogatory No.f} :
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Juror No. 6

JUROR EXPLANATION FORM

If desired, you may provide a written explanation of any of your answers to the
interrogatories. You need only provide a written explanation when you believe that a

written explanation of your answer would provide information helpful in explaining or
interpreting your answer.
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