m King County

Department of Community and Human Services

401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98104

Phone 206-263-9100
TTY Relay Service: 711

August 17, 2026

The Honorable Sarah Perry
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Perry:

RE: Companion Letter to King County Auditor’s Office (KCAQ) Oversight of DCHS
Grant Reviews Report

DCHS appreciates the partnership and collaboration with the KCAO to develop and test a
comprehensive review tool, and to begin conducting reviews of DCHS locally funded contracts, per
the King County Council-amended 2026-2027 KCAO Workplan.

To achieve review of the approximately 2,000 locally funded contracts, DCHS, with help from the
King County Executive’s Office, engaged five full-time temporary contract staff to carry out the
reviews. As of July 8, 2026, it is estimated that DCHS project leads have dedicated a minimum of
225 hours toward developing tools, project management, training, and review oversight.
Furthermore, temporary contract staff have completed 1,085 hours of contract reviews, as shown
in the graphics below.

Estimated Staff Hours Estimated Staff Cost
(as of 7/8/26) (as of 7/8/26)

$157,000
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Note: Estimates do not include time DCHS program and finance staff have spent preparing contracts for reviews, or
time KCAO staff have spent on this project.

DCHS remains committed to advancing this work with diligence and transparency. The department
will continue to collaborate with the KCAO, monitor progress closely, and ensure that
improvements are implemented, as necessary. Additionally, DCHS continues to prioritize
strengthening its overall infrastructure to ensure accountability and compliance, both internally and
with contracted providers.

If you or your staff have questions, please feel free to contact me at 206-477-9309.

Sincerely,

Susan McLaughlin
Department Director

cc: King County Councilmembers
ATTN: Stephanie Cirkovich, Chief of Staff
Melani Hay, Clerk of the Council
Karan Gill, Deputy Executive, Office of the Executive
Jasmin Weaver, Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive
Hyeok Kim, Chief Operating Officer, Office of the Executive
Sierra Howlett Browne, Director of Government Relations, Office of the Executive
Garrett Holbrook, Council Relations Manager, Office of the Executive
Amber Green, Deputy Director, DCHS



