
  

 

 

A Quarterly Look at the King County Economy 

King county Office of Economic and Financial Analysis 

Econpulse 

Second Quarter 2026 

Summary 

• King County employment decreased 0.3% in the sec-

ond quarter of 2026 compared to the second quarter of 

2025. 

• Home prices decreased 2.0% compared with the second 

quarter of 2025.  

• The number of sales on the multiple listing service 

(MLS) in King County decreased 3.9% in the second 

quarter year-over-year (’yoy’). 

• Taxable sales were up 17.0% year-over-year in the sec-

ond quarter of 2026 compared to second quarter 2025. 

• The local inflation rate for June 2026 was 4.5%. 

Detail 

Employment in King County decreased slightly in the    

second quarter of 2026, down 4,900 jobs for a 0.3% de-

cline. Sectors that added jobs include manufacturing 

(+1,400 jobs, +1.6% growth), educational services (+2,600 

jobs, 1.3% growth), leisure and hospitality (+1,400 jobs, 

1.0% growth), finance (+400 jobs, 0.5% growth). Job de-

clines were observed in a mix of sectors, including con-

struction (-2,000 jobs, -2.9% growth), trade, transporta-

tion, and utilities (-5,700 jobs, -2.6%)information (-800 

jobs, -0.6%), and professional and business services           

(-1,000 jobs, -0.3%). The government sector shed 2,400 

jobs total, mixed between losses in federal (-1,700 jobs) 

and state (-1,400 jobs) government employment, and gains 

in local (+800 jobs) government employment. 

Fig. 1 Non-Farm Employment in King County (Source: WA ESD) 

The unemployment rate in King County was 4.9% in June 2026 compared to 4.5% in June 2025. Initial claims 

for unemployment insurance declined in the second quarter compared to the year prior, with 15,314 total initial 

claims, 3.9% fewer than the same time period in 2025. 
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Seattle area home prices continued to decline in the 

second quarter of 2026, with prices decreasing 2.0% 

relative to the second quarter of 2025. Sales activity 

decreased 3.9% year-over-year while inventory in-

creased; in King County, there were 7,405 active list-

ings in June 2026 compared to 6,334 in June 2025, a 

17% increase. Mortgage rates increased in the second 

quarter, with average rate for a 30 year mortgage com-

ing in at 6.49% in June 2026. 

Single-family residential permitting decreased 10.9% 

year-over-year. Multi-family permitting increased sig-

nificantly for a second consecutive quarter compared to 

2025. For the first 6 months of 2026, the number of 

multi-family units permitted was up 119% over an unu-

sually slow first half of 2025. 

Detail (Cont.) 

Fig. 2 Seattle Case-Shiller Index (Source: S&P) 

Fig. 3 Value of King County Residential Permits  

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau) 

Taxable sales were up 17% in the first quarter com-

pared to a year ago. Construction declined 3.1% rela-

tive to the same time period in 2025. Retail and 

wholesale increased 9.8%. Sales in the food service, 

accommodation, and entertainment sectors were up 

7.5%. The catch-all category of “other,” which is 

comprised of sectors as varied as manufacturing, in-

formation, professional services, and education, was 

up 42.7% year-over-year. 

Fig. 4 Taxable Sales Growth in King County (12 month avg) 

(Source: WA DOR) 

Fig. 5 Seattle Consumer Price Index (Source: BLS) 
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Local inflation was 4.5% as measured by the CPI-U 

for Seattle in June. Energy prices rose 20.7% year-

over year, while food prices increased 3.5% and 

housing prices increased 3.4% over the year. Nation-

al CPI-U was 3.5% in June.  

100
150
200
250
300
350
400
450

Ja
n

-0
5

Ja
n

-0
6

Ja
n

-0
7

Ja
n

-0
8

Ja
n

-0
9

Ja
n

-1
0

Ja
n

-1
1

Ja
n

-1
2

Ja
n

-1
3

Ja
n

-1
4

Ja
n

-1
5

Ja
n

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

Ja
n

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

Ja
n

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

Ja
n

-2
2

Ja
n

-2
3

Ja
n

-2
4

Ja
n

-2
5

Ja
n

-2
6

Seattle House Prices
(Case Shiller index, Jan-2000=100)

with recession bars and rolling annual average line

$0
$100
$200
$300
$400
$500
$600
$700

Ja
n

-0
5

Ja
n

-0
6

Ja
n

-0
7

Ja
n

-0
8

Ja
n

-0
9

Ja
n

-1
0

Ja
n

-1
1

Ja
n

-1
2

Ja
n

-1
3

Ja
n

-1
4

Ja
n

-1
5

Ja
n

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

Ja
n

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

Ja
n

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

Ja
n

-2
2

Ja
n

-2
3

Ja
n

-2
4

Ja
n

-2
5

Ja
n

-2
6

King County Residential Permit Values
(new, privately-owned, in millions $)

with recession bars and rolling annual average line

-2%

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

Ja
n

-0
5

Ja
n

-0
6

Ja
n

-0
7

Ja
n

-0
8

Ja
n

-0
9

Ja
n

-1
0

Ja
n

-1
1

Ja
n

-1
2

Ja
n

-1
3

Ja
n

-1
4

Ja
n

-1
5

Ja
n

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

Ja
n

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

Ja
n

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

Ja
n

-2
2

Ja
n

-2
3

Ja
n

-2
4

Ja
n

-2
5

Ja
n

-2
6

Seattle Inflation
(CPI-U, annually adjusted)

with recession bars and rolling annual average line

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

$12

Ja
n

-1
0

Ja
n

-1
1

Ja
n

-1
2

Ja
n

-1
3

Ja
n

-1
4

Ja
n

-1
5

Ja
n

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

Ja
n

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

Ja
n

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

Ja
n

-2
2

Ja
n

-2
3

Ja
n

-2
4

Ja
n

-2
5

Ja
n

-2
6

Taxable Sales 
(Total Monthly Sales, in billions $)

with recession bars and rolling annual average line



  

 

The Numbers 
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Other King County Economic Indicators 
  2026:Q2 2025:Q2 % Change 

Real Estate       

    Single Family Permits (No. of units)                 628                  705  -10.9% 

    Single Family Permits ($000)   $      264,358   $      327,022  -19.2% 

    Multi-Family Permits (No. of units)              2,311                  966  139.2% 

    Multi-Family Permits ($000)  $      446,560   $      231,870  92.6% 

    Average sales price (NW Multiple Listing Service)  $   1,144,499   $   1,153,032  -0.7% 

    Number of sales (NW Multiple Listing Service)              6,310               6,567  -3.9% 

Taxable Retail Sales ($B, Apr-Jun)  $          27.94   $          23.88  17.0% 

    Retail/Wholesale  $          10.29   $            9.37  9.8% 

    Construction  $            4.54   $            4.68  -3.1% 

    Food Service, Accommodation, Entertainment  $            2.78   $            2.58  7.5% 

    Other    $          10.33   $            7.24  42.7% 

Inflation (April)       

    CPI-U (Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue)            380.85             364.34  4.5% 



 

 

 

King County Economic Forecast 
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The U.S. economy slowed in the second quarter of 2026, with real GDP increasing at an annualized 1.5 

percent. Personal consumption expenditures contributed 2.31 percentage points to the headline figure, 

driven primarily by services. Gross private domestic investment added modestly to growth, reflecting 

continued strength in nonresidential investment tied to AI-related activity. Government consumption and 

investment reduced GDP by 0.16 percentage points, and net exports subtracted 1.1 percentage points as 

imports increased more than exports. AI’s influence on GDP in the second quarter remained mixed. 

Stronger private investment associated with AI supported overall growth, while increased imports of elec-

tronic components and other AI related inputs widened the trade deficit and reduced net exports. These 

offsetting effects illustrate how AI simultaneously boosts domestic investment while increasing reliance 

on foreign-produced inputs, which shapes a complex contribution to U.S. economic performance. 

King County employment remained soft in the first half of 2026, with employment declining by 0.2 per-

cent through July to an average of 1.469 million jobs. The change in employment varied across industries 

but was modest YTD. Employment losses through July of 2026 were led by declines in wholesale trade 

(down 3,257 jobs), retail trade (2,029), and construction (1,886). Government employment contracted by 

1,471 positions, while professional and business services fell by 843 and information declined by 571. 

Offsetting these declines, several sectors added jobs, including private education and health services 

(+3,514), leisure and hospitality (+1,386), other services (+871), and manufacturing (+729). Smaller 

gains were recorded in financial activities and transportation, warehousing, and utilities (each +286). 

Overall, the distribution of losses across trade, construction, and government underscores the weakness in 

cyclical and public‑sector employment, while growth in health care and leisure reflects ongoing demand 

for services despite broader labor market contraction. Looking ahead, King County employment is pro-

jected to decline by 0.5 percent in 2026 before stabilizing. Growth is expected to be flat in 2027 and 0.6 

percent in 2028. 

The statewide job market weakened in 2025 and remained relatively soft in 2026. Through the first seven 

months of 2026, average job postings were 4 percent higher than a year earlier. A spike in openings in 

June did not carry into July, when postings fell to 162,054 compared with 163,628 in July 2025. At the 

same time, labor supply contracted. The average statewide supply of workers was 1.3 percent lower than 

the prior year, and by July, had declined to 66,967. The resulting gap between postings and available 

workers reached 95,087, a 7 percent increase from the previous year. 

In King County, labor conditions were directionally similar. Average job postings during the first seven 

months of 2026 were 0.8 percent lower than in 2025. Like the state, openings spiked in June but flattened 

in July, with 71,460 postings compared with 71,386 a year earlier. Labor supply also declined, averaging 

1 percent below the prior year. By July, the number of available workers fell to 21,249, leaving a gap of 

50,211 between postings and supply, 5 percent higher than in July 2025. These trends show a widening 

gap between job postings and the available labor supply in King County and statewide.  
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King County Economic Forecast (Cont.) 

The Seattle CPI‑U rose 2.6 percent in 2025. Inflation accelerated to 3.9 percent in the first quarter of 

2026 and climbed further to 4.9 percent year over year in April. By June, the rate eased slightly to 4.5 

percent but remained well above the prior year’s pace. In June 2026, the energy index went up 20.7 per-

cent, the food index up 3.5 percent, and core inflation (all items less food and energy) rose 3.5 percent 

compared with June 2025. Commodities prices advanced 5.3 percent, which was faster than services at 

4.1 percent. Within major components, food rose 3.5 percent, housing 3.4 percent, while apparel surged 

14.7 percent. Transportation increased 7.6 percent and recreation 9.8 percent. In contrast, medical care 

rose only 1.2 percent, and education and communication declined 1.1 percent. The contrast of increases 

in discretionary categories versus modest gains in essentials highlights the uneven nature of local infla-

tion growth in the County. Some price increases, particularly in food, energy, household furnishings, and 

apparel, reflect tariff costs or higher oil prices. It’s likely that World Cup activity that occurred through-

out the latter part of June influenced the high growth in recreation prices. Inflation is projected to average 

4.2 percent in 2026, 3.8 percent in 2027, and above 3 percent in subsequent years. 

The Federal Reserve eased monetary policy in 2025 by cutting the federal funds rate in September, Octo-

ber, and December, each time by 0.25 percentage points, which lowered the target range to 3.5 to 3.75 

percent. The rate has been held steady so far in 2026. With inflation rising sharply due to unrest in the 

Middle East and disruptions to oil shipments through the Strait of Hormuz, further rate cuts this year ap-

pear unlikely. If inflation continues to accelerate, the probability of a rate increase will grow. According 

to the current CME FedWatch tool, there is more than 90 percent probability of a rate hike by the end of 

2026 and less than a 1 percent probability of a rate cut. 

Mortgage rates for 30-year fixed rate mortgages began 2026 at a 6.1 percent average for January. Rates 

have steadily increased around 0.1 percent per month since February, averaging 6.67% by August 2026. 

Suffice it to say, high borrowing costs have slowed Seattle’s housing market. According to the Seattle 

Case-Shiller Home Price Index, home prices grew by 1.6 percent in 2025 but declined 1.9 percent 

through the first six months of 2026.  

Housing inventory in King County has expanded over the past year, influenced in part by higher mort-

gage rates. Inventory is measured as the ratio of active listings to home sales, expressed in months of sup-

ply. Through July 2025, average active listings totaled 4,170 compared with 1,935 home sales, resulting 

in 2.15 months of inventory. By July 2026, listings averaged 5,289 against 1,836 sales, raising inventory 

to 2.88 months. Inventory has been building since March 2026, and July marked a peak with 7,172 

homes listed and 2,202 sales, equal to 3.26 months of supply. The larger pool of listings has limited price 

appreciation, while transaction activity has slowed. July 2026 home sales were 2,202, down 4 percent 

from 2,296 a year earlier. Housing permit activity fell sharply in 2025, down 20 percent from the prior 

prior year. In the first half of 2026, permits rebounded, rising 68 percent compared with the low base of 

January through June 2025. For all of 2026, permits are projected to rise 25 percent compared with 2025.  
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King County Economic Forecast (Cont.) 

Taxable sales grew modestly in 2025, rising 2.8 percent, aided by legislation that expanded the retail 

sales tax base. In the first half of 2026, taxable sales increased 13 percent, boosted significantly by ESSB 

5814, which broadened the tax base in King County. Additional spending tied to the World Cup provided 

further gains in retail, food service and accommodation, and recreational sectors. The June distribution of 

sales taxes showed strong growth in wholesale trade, professional, scientific, and technical services, and 

administrative and support services, reflecting activity downstream from the ongoing build‑out of the AI 

industry. Wholesale growth was driven by large investments in AI infrastructure, professional services 

expanded due to sales of AI model access, and administrative support advanced with demand for cloud 

computing and customized software tools used in billing and customer support. Expected taxable sales 

growth is more than 8 percent for the year. Beyond 2026, taxable sales are projected to grow at an aver-

age annual rate of 1.5 percent over the following two years. Our current forecast also incorporates the 

negative effects of ESSB 6346, the Millionaires’ Income Tax, which repeals the expanded retail sales tax 

base and results in a projected 2.8 percent decline in taxable sales in 2029. 

King County personal income projections have been revised downward minimally following the release 

of the first quarter of 2026 Washington state personal income. Personal income growth for King County 

is now estimated at 4.7 percent in 2025 and 5.9 percent in 2026, with long‑term growth expected to aver-

age 5 percent annually. Population growth for 2025 and 2026 has also been adjusted slightly downward 

to reflect the latest county data. In 2026, King County is only expecting a 0.6 percent growth in popula-

tion which is the lowest rate in more than two decades.  
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King County Economic Forecast (Cont.) 

Table 1: King County Forecast (Source: KC OEFA) 



 

 

 

Econpulse, Second Quarter 2026 Page 8 

King County Revenue Forecast 

King County’s total assessed property value rose 5.4 percent in 2026, and countywide new construction 

increased 3.4 percent from the prior year. Unincorporated areas saw stronger assessed‑value growth at 

6.9 percent, though new construction there fell 10.2 percent compared with 2025. Looking ahead to 

2027, countywide assessed values are projected to decline 1.2 percent year over year, which is 4.4 per-

centage points below the March forecast. New construction is also expected to weaken further, with 

countywide activity revised to -14.4 percent and unincorporated areas are projected to decline 2.4 per-

cent. 

In 2025, voters renewed three property tax levies for 2026: the Automated Fingerprint Identification Sys-

tem (AFIS) levy, the Parks levy, and the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) levy. Total property tax 

revenue for 2026 is projected to reach $1.74 billion. In 2027, property tax collections are expected to in-

crease to $1.79 billion. This represents a 2.9 percent increase compared to the previous year, but the July 

estimate is $16.3 million (0.9 percent) below the March forecast. EMS is anticipated to have a decline of 

$9.4 million (4 percent) in 2027 due to EMS just recently receiving approval for a new six-year levy. 

The UTGO bond has also been revised downward in this July forecast by $3.6 million (10 percent) in 

2027. 

Taxable sales continue to benefit from the 2025 legislation (ESSB 5814), with seven months of expand-

ed‑base collections now incorporated into the forecast. In the July forecast, taxable sales are projected to 

rise 7.3 percent in 2026 due to the expanded base and World Cup activity, but growth moderates in 

King County’s July 2026 revenue forecast was mostly negative aside from the implementation of a new 

Transportation Benefit District sales tax beginning in 2027. Property tax estimates were lowered due to 

weaker new construction prospects, and we incorporated additional taxable sales reductions from ESSB 

6346 (2026), which repealed portions of ESSB 5814’s 2025 base expansion, resulting in a larger project-

ed decline in sales tax revenues beginning in 2029.  
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King County Revenue Forecast (Cont.) 

2027–2028. In 2029, ESSB 6346 (Millionaire’s Income Tax) removes portions of the sales tax base and 

repeals most of the 2025 expansion, producing a 2 percent decline in 2029 before growth returns to about 

3 percent annually. 

The July forecast also adds a new 0.1 percent transportation benefit district tax beginning in 2027. Sales 

tax revenues were $1.326 billion in 2025 and are expected to reach $1.52 billion in 2026, up 14.8 percent 

year-over-year and slightly above the March forecast. Revenues rise to $1.65 billion in 2027, entirely due 

to the new transportation district tax, which adds about $100 million annually. Revenues are anticipated 

to rise to $1.66 billion in 2028.  Beginning in 2027, ESSB 6346 reduces state and local sales taxes 

through new exclusions, and in 2029 repeals most of ESSB 5814’s base expansion. Total sales taxes fall 

to $1.62 billion in 2029 (down 2%) before returning to growth above 3 percent. 

The hotel, lodging and rental car taxes reflect tourism activity in King County. In 2026, these taxes have 

trended down, and both the hotel tax and rental car tax forecasts were lowered from the March forecast. 

For 2026, these taxes combined were down $2.57 million (5.3 percent) relative to the March forecast. 

The 2026 forecast does anticipate some additional revenue due to the World Cup games in June and July. 

Following a sluggish first-half performance in 2026, the Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) is projected to 

decline by 4 percent year-over-year, driven by lower prices and fewer transactions. This July REET fore-

cast is 7.8 percent below the March forecast in 2026 and in subsequent years. Mortgage interest rates 

have remained higher for longer and are now expected to remain high in the near term, which means 

REET revenues will also slightly decline over the next few years.   

A couple of revenue streams have been brought down since the March forecast due to weaker year-to-

date actuals in 2026. The July forecast for the gambling tax is down by 18.8 percent, and E-911 tax is 

down  0.7 percent , from March. Property tax penalties and interest in 2026 are also down 5 percent from 

last year and nearly 8 percent from the March forecast. The revenue from the recorded documents is up in 

2026 by 15 percent over last year and 10 percent from the March forecast due to legislation that expand-

ed the base of documents subject to local government fees.  
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King County Revenue Forecast (Cont.) 

* Includes the impact of new legislation (ESSB 5814) beginning in 2026 

^ Includes World Cup impacts in 2026 

# Excludes EMS levy in 2026 and beyond 
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The Office of Economic and Financial Analysis operates as an independent agency of King County, 
and provides economic and financial analysis and forecasting to support county operations and     

planning and the people of King County. 

King County Office of Economic and Financial Analysis 

201 S Jackson St, 3rd Floor  Seattle, WA 98104 

Phone: 206.263.6925 Email: lmartinmahar@kingcounty.gov 

www.kingcounty.gov/business/forecasting.aspx  

This page Intentionally left blank 


