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In our April 27, 2023, decision, we sustained Sadie’s viciousness designation and compliance 
order. However, we noted several distinguishing factors—the victim’s grandparents describing 
Sadie as typically sweet and the bite as a “nip,” Sadie seeming less a troubled dog with deep-
seated fear or aggression and more a pampered, pouty dog used to getting attention, and Animal 
Services’ acknowledgment that Sadie needed more tools in her toolbox and managed 
interactions. Thus, we took the unusual step of closing with:  
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We retain jurisdiction until December. If Ms. Gamboa can get Sadie professional 
training addressing Sadie’s troubling behaviors (attention seeking, resource 
protection, lack of bite inhibition, etc.), and by December 18, 2023, submits to 
hearingexaminer@kingcounty.gov the trainer’s explanation of training methods, 
analysis, and certification that Sadie no longer poses a biting threat in a scenario 
similar to the ones described [at hearing], we will reconsider today’s decision. 

 
On December 18, Sadie’s trainer, Eileen Shelley, filed an assessment of Sadie. We forwarded 
that to Animal Services and provided the opportunity to reply by January 5 if it wished to 
contest the matter. Animal Services elected not to. 
 
Ms. Shelley reported that when she first met Sadie in September, Sadie was reactive, uninviting, 
pushy, and did not listen well unless she felt like it [all items that came through at our September 
hearing]. Ms. Shelley then gave Ms. Gamboa instructions like leashing Sadie all day (even in the 
house), popping Sadie’s leash if she tried to force herself on someone, and only taking Sadie for 
a walk when Sadie has calmed herself. 

Ms. Shelley then trained Ms. Gamboa and Sadie weekly for six weeks, seeing great progress with 
both. Ms. Shelley recognized Sadie’s need to encroach other’s personal space (even muzzle- 
punching the crotch area). They worked a lot on that, and Sadie got much better, learning to 
follow basic commands such as sit, down, stay, and to go to her assigned place.  
 
As to training results, Ms. Shelley described Sadie now having an assigned calm-down spot as a 
“game changer.” Sadie is no longer using her mouth (barking or contact) to get her way, is very 
trainable, has responded well to socialization and leadership, and has made impressive progress. 
Sadie’s aggression and reactivity have diminished greatly, and she calmed down a lot, including 
with young children. Ms. Shelley concludes that Sadie is now a safe dog without a desire to bite. 
 
We find that Ms. Gamboa has shown that lifting Sadie’s viciousness designation and compliance 
order is now warranted. We grant her motion for reconsideration. 
 
If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by February 8, 2024, either party is 
free to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should 
not be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline 
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal. 
 
 
DATED January 9, 2024. 
 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
February 8, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in 
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23013950-A23000322 
 

EVELYN GAMBOA 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED January 9, 2024. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
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